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TO 


OUR  YOUNG  PEOPLE 

"Be  strong  and  of  good  courage;  be  not  frightened,  neither  be  dismayed; 
for  the  Lord  your  God  is  with  you  wherever  you  go." 

Joshua  1:9 

"O  God,  who  through  thy  spirit  in  the  young  Carpenter  of  Nazareth 
hast  changed  the  face  of  the  world  and  in  every  age  dost  call  the  fresh 
vigor  of  new  life  to  thy  service,  we  pray  thee  for  the  youth  of  our 
generation  .... 

Enlist  their  unbroken  strength  in  service  of  the  commonweal;  tem- 
per their  recklessness  into  moral  courage;  out  of  their  youthful  spirit 
of  daring  bring  the  maturity  of  independent  minds  and  venturesome 
endeavors;  and  so  lead  them  from  youth  to  age  that,  undishonored 
and  unashamed,  they  may  transmit  to  their  children  a  better  world 
than  ours. " 

From  "A  Litany  of  Youth"  by 
Harry  Emerson  Fosdick 


PREFACE 


This  is  the  story  of  a  country  church  that  became  a  church  in  the 
uburbs  of  a  growing  city  and  then  after  eighty  years,  a  church  in  a 
ity  of  75,000  people.  In  spite  of  the  enormous  changes  which  since 
|878  have  come  over  our  ways  of  life  and  thought,  the  Yates  Baptist 
fhurch  has  managed  to  preserve  its  identity  and  to  grow  larger  and 
tronger.  There  is  about  it  still  that  aura  of  good-neighborliness  that 
narked  the  country  church  from  which  it  has  grown. 

On  April  23,  1978,  we  shall  celebrate  our  Yates  Centennial,  and 
t  is  for  that  historic  occasion  that  we  have  written  this  history.  For  us, 
owever,  that  date  will  mark  not  so  much  the  beginning  or  the  ending 
>f  an  era  as  a  day  when  we  the  living  will  take  a  backward  look  at  the 
chievements  of  those  who  came  before  us.  Our  pioneers  gave  us  an 
istitution  of  which  we  have  cause  to  be  proud,  in  April,  1978,  we 
hall  honor  them.  We  shall  also  re-examine  our  inheritance  and  en- 
leavor  to  pass  it  on  down  undiminished  to  those  who  come  after  us. 
"hey,  we  trust,  will  cherish  our  bequest  and  labor  to  make  the  Yates 
iaptist  Church  a  better  church  than  it  was  when  it  came  into  our 
eeping. 

The  idea  of  a  church  history  at  Yates  is  not  a  new  one.  As  long 
go  as  1943  the  Junior  Department  undertook  to  compile  a  brief 
listory  of  the  Church.  Dick  Pickett  remembers  interviewing  his 
reat-uncle,  John  Pickett,  and  gathering  information  about  the  Charter 
/lembers.  Unfortunately,  the  materials  collected  by  the  Junior  Depart- 
nent  were  lost  in  the  fire  which  in  December,  1946,  destroyed 
he  church  building.  (Since  that  time  our  records  have  been  micro- 
ilmed  for  safekeeping.)  The  Junior  Department,  however,  did  prepare 
concise  and  informative  history  which  was  printed  in  the  program  for 
lomecoming  Day,  September  13,  1953.  In  1968  at  the  request  of  the 
Church  History  Committee,  Kathleen  (Mrs.  Carl)  Bishop  prepared  and 
iresented  at  the  Sunday  morning  service  on  Homecoming  Day  a  histori- 
al  sketch  entitled  "Yates  of  Yore."  She  followed  this  up  with  four 
nstalments  of  "Homecoming  History,"  reminiscences  of  older  mem- 
>ers,  printed  in  the  Yates  Messenger  in  September  and  November, 
1 968. 


On  Homecoming  Day,  September  11,  1977,  we  celebrated  the 
rst  stage  of  the  Church's  Centennial,  Brush  Arbor  Day,  with  dinner 
In  the  grounds.  On  the  lawn  in  front  of  the  Church  we  erected  a  brush 
rbor  to  commemorate  an  event  which  took  place  on  this  spot  a  cen- 
bry  earlier.  Here,  in  the  fall  of  1877,  a  clearing  was  made  in  a  grove 
f  tall  oak  trees  for  a  protracted  meeting.  On  April  20,  1878,  thirty— 
ne  of  those  who  had  had  a  part  in  that  revival  organized  the  Yates 
aptist  Church.  On  Brush  Arbor  Day,  1977,  we  celebrated  the 
ccasion  with  a  fine  sermon  by  Dr.  Max  Rogers  of  the  Southeastern 
aptist  Theological  Seminary  and  a  delightful  talk  by  Mrs.  Bishop 
ititled  "Centennial  Moments,"  in  which  she  reminded  us  of  important 
appenings  in  the  long  and  eventful  history  of  the  Yates  Baptist  Church. 

In  June,  1977,  the  Church  authorized  the  preparation  and  publica- 
on  of  a  history  of  the  Church  as  a  part  of  our  Centennial  celebration 
jlminating  on  April  23,  1978.  Part  I,  "The  Church  History,"  which 
have  written,  is  based  in  part  on  materials  collected  by  earlier  histori- 
i\  committees  and  even  more  upon  the  many  materials  collected  by 
jrs.  Bishop.  Part  II,  "Our  Pastors"  was  written  by  Mrs.  Bishop.  The 
laterials  in  Part  III,  "Historical  Records"  were  collected  and  arranged 
y  Miss  Helen  Byrd,  who  also  provided  us  with  a  fine  typescript  of  the 
itire  book  for  the  printer.  We  are  indebted  to  members  of  the  Church 
istory  Committee  for  helpful  suggestions.  The  three  authors  have 
'orked  closely  together,  and  each  of  us  has  given  the  other  two  the 
enefit  of  a  close  critical  scrutiny  of  all  we  have  written.  Each  of  us 
as  supplied  important  materials  and  written  passages  for  both  the 
hurch  History  and  the  biographical  sketches  of  Our  Pastors.  We 
jel  that  we  share  a  joint  responsibility  for  this  history  of  a  Church 
)r  which  we  cherish  a  deep  and  abiding  affection. 

Jay  B.  Hubbell,  Sr. 
for 

THE  CHURCH  HISTORY  COMMITTEE 


hanksgiving  Day,  1977 
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FOREWORD 

By  Dr.  C.  Ronald  Cumbie 

1  We  must  come  to  terms  with  the  heritage  of  our  past  if  we  want 
ri  discover  who  we  are  in  the  present  or  who  we  might  become  in 
hie  future. 

jj  This  record  is  our  attempt  to  clarify  our  spiritual  identity  as  a 
sbople  of  God  by  recording  the  history  of  our  kinfolk  whose  legacy 

!e  have  proudly  inherited.  We  believe  it  to  be  an  unusual  record  - 
iat  a  church  began  as  a  country  church,  and  by  gradual  expansion 
|  the  city,  now  finds  itself  in  the  midst  of  a  bustling  neighborhood 

:  a  large  city.  Yates  Church  has  accepted  these  changes  without  los- 

g  her  identity. 

!  This  carefully  compiled  history  has  been  no  easy  task.  Our  deepest 
atitude  is  expressed  to  the  Historical  Committee  of  Yates  Baptist 
hurch  for  their  faithful  work,  and  especially  to  Dr.  Jay  Hubbell, 
eloved  member,  and  distinguished  author  in  the  field  of  American 
terature.  His  experience,  gained  through  a  long  and  distinguished 
areer  as  a  teacher,  editor,  and  author,  has  made  this  compilation 
If  the  history  of  Yates  Baptist  Church  a  delight  to  read  and  a 
jocument  of  great  value. 

\  These  persons  who  gave  many  long  hours  in  collecting  and  arranging 
be  materials  for  this  book  have  done  so  because  of  their  deep  and 
;biding  affection  for  Yates  Baptist  Church. 
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PART  ONE 

THE  HISTORY 


YATES  HISTORY 


1878  -  1917 

In  April,  1878,  when  the  Yates  Baptist  Church  was  organized, 
jie  Southern  states  were  still  recovering  from  a  disastrous  Civil  War. 
hirteen  years  had  gone  by  since  April,  1865,  when  at  the  Bennett 
lace  west  of  Durham  General  Johnston  had  surrendered  his  little  army 
b  General  Sherman.  In  1876  a  reunited  nation  had  celebrated  its 
i|entennial  in  an  impressive  Exposition  in  Philadelphia.  A  Southern 
pet  who  had  been  a  Confederate  soldier,  Sidney  Lanier,  had  written 
ie  Centennial  Cantata.  Early  in  the  next  year  President  Hayes  with- 
rew  from  the  South  the  last  of  the  Union  troops  that  had  been 
Maintaining  military  government  in  many  of  the  Southern  states.  A 
,>yal  South  was  once  again  an  integral  part  of  the  nation.  The  New 
outh  was  to  build  factories  and  railroads;  it  was  also  to  build 
hurches. 

Until  after  the  Civil  War  Durham  (also  called  Durhamville, 
Durham's  Station)  was  only  a  little  village  that  seemed  of  no  impor- 
pnce  to  the  Northern  journalists  who  followed  Sherman's  army, 
iven  in  1870  there  were  only  256  persons  in  Durham.  By  1880, 
jowever,  its  population  had  risen  to  2,041  and  was  to  double  that 
lumber  in  1890. 

Durham  County  had  no  important  natural  resources.  The 
andy  soil  was  considered  rather  poor  farm  land,  but  as  some  farmers 
vere  discovering,  it  would,  when  properly  fertilized,  grow  the  bright 
saf  tobacco  so  highly  prized  by  pipe  and  cigarette  smokers. 

Durham's  real  assets  were  a  few  able,  ambitious,  intelligent,  and 
lardworking  young  men  who  with  little  in  the  way  of  capital  were 
>uilding  textile  and  tobacco  factories.  Conspicuous  among  them 
vere  Washington  Duke  and  his  sons.  Durham  prospered,  but  in 
Hillsborough,  Raleigh,  and  Chapel  Hill  its  reputation  was  very  low. 
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The  Story  of  Durham  (1925),  p.  159,  Professor  William  K.  Boyd 
mments:     "Durham  was  generally  regarded  as  a  dirty  town,  its 
ople  uncultivated,  its  leading  citizens  as  sordid  and  devoted  to  the 
Drship  of  mammon."  Dr.  Boyd  notes  further  that  "a  great  religious 
[nomination"  (he  does  not  identify  it)  planned  to  build  in  North 
[irolina  a  college  for  women.  But  while  Durham  offered  double  the 
iiount  of  money  subscribed  by  any  other  city,  its  offer  was  rejected 
I  the  grounds  that  "Durham  was  lacking  in  culture,  possessed  sordid 
bals,  and  was  therefore  no  fit  place  for  innocent  girls  to  abide  in,  even 
iough  surrounded  by  college  walls."    In  1892,  however,  President 
Inn  Franklin  Crowell  of  Trinity  College  had  a  better  idea  of  our 
jtle  city  when  he  persuaded  his  trustees  to  move  the  small  college 
Randolph  County  to  Durham. 

The  Yates  Baptist  Church  began  as  an  off-shoot  of  the  First 
aptist  Church,  the  oldest  of  Durham's  churches.  That  church,  then 
iown  as  the  Rose  of  Sharon  Church,  was  organized  in  August,  1845 

the  Piney  Grove  School  House  about  one  mile  south  of  West  Durham. 

was  moved  first  to  Mangum  Street  and  then  in  the  1850s  to  its 
esent  location  on  Cleveland  Street.  Not  until  1867  did  the  Church 
jve  a  Sunday  School.  For  many  years  there  was  preaching  only  once 
month.  In  the  early  days  men  and  women  sat  on  different  sides  of 
e  center  aisle.  In  many  rural  churches  that  custom  continued  into 
e  twentieth  century,  but  the  First  Baptist  Church  abandoned  it  in 
?76.  Dr.  Boyd  notes  in  The  Story  of  Durham,  p.  186,  that: 
A/hen  on  a  Sunday  in  1876,  this  custom  was  finally  abandoned,  the 
inister  took  as  his  text  for  the  morning  discourse:  'We  have  seen 
eat  things  today.'" 

The  minister  who  chose  that  text  for  his  sermon  was  probably 
le  Reverend  Columbus  Durham,  who  in  that  year  became  the  first 
ill-time  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church.  He  was  undoubtedly  an 
)le  man,  and  under  his  leadership  the  church  expanded  its  work  in 
issions,  prayer  meetings,  Sunday  Schools,  in  its  care  for  the  sick  and 
i  its  hospitality  to  strangers.  Elder  (the  term  was  dropped  later) 
urham  was  also  active  in  organizing  new  churches.  He  was,  in 
:fect,  Father  of  the  Yates  Baptist  Church. 
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The  site  chosen  for  the  new  church  was  a  grove  of  huge  oaks  at 
je  place  where  the  Chapel  Hill  Road  crosses  Cornwallis  Road  about 
free  miles  from  the  First  Baptist  Church.  Thomas  Jefferson  Rigsbee 
ranted  the  church  built  on  this  site,  and  so  he  persuaded  a  cousin,  Jane 
Igsbee  Anderson,  who  owned  it  to  deed  it  to  the  church  in  exchange 
l|r  land  somewhere  else.  On  this  site  in  the  fall  of  1877  some  trees 
pre  cleared,  a  Brush  Arbor  constructed  by  Elder  Durham  and  future 
^mbers  of  the  new  Church,  and  a  "protracted  meeting"  (revival)  was 
Id.  The  Yates  Baptist  Church  was  organized  at  a  meeting  on  April 
),  1978,  on  a  Saturday  afternoon.  The  dedicatory  sermon  was 
eached  on  April  21  at  eleven  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning  by  Elder 

W.  Purefoy  from  Daniel  2:44.  The  Church  was  to  bear  the  name 

a  man  of  giant  stature,  Matthew  Tyson  Yates,  the  first  Southern 
iptist  to  go  as  a  missionary  to  a  foreign  country.  In  1846,  a  young 
an  28  years  of  age,  he  sailed  to  China.  A  friend  once  said  of  him, 
3od  gave  him  a  big  body  because  his  big  heart  required  it."  He  was 
>rn  and  reared  in  the  Mount  Pisgah  community  about  20  miles  from 
jrham,  and  he  was  so  venerated  by  those  who  knew  him  that  his 
ace  of  prayer  (an  old  stump)  was  regarded  as  a  safe  place  for  former 
jjves  in  times  of  storm.  Young  people  from  China  who  visited  the 
hited  States  in  the  1930s  requested  a  visit  to  his  former  church  and 
e  memorial  which  stands  at  his  place  of  prayer.  The  followinq 
jotation  is  taken  trom  Article  I  of  the  Constitution  and  Rules  written 

the  time  of  organization:  "To  perpetuate  in  our  midst  the  know- 
dge  of  the  name  and  works  of  the  first  Foreign  Missionary  sent  out 
lorn  the  Baptists  of  North  Carolina:  Reverend  Matthew  Tyson  Yates, 
D,  of  Shanghai,  Chi  na— and  that  we  may  in  the  beginning  of  our 
hurch  life,  catch,  and  ever  maintain  the  Spirit  and  work  of  millions 
«  home  and  abroad.  We  do  now  agree  that  this  church  shall  be  known 

Yates  Baptist  Church."  No  wonder  the  thirty-one  (31)  charter  mem- 
rs  felt  led  to  name  their  new  church  for  Matthew  Tyson  Yates. 

The  names  of  the  Charter  Members  are  listed  on  the  following  page 
the  order  recorded  in  the  Minute  Book. 
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CHARTER  MEMBERS  OF  THE  YATES  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


C.  P.  TRICE 

HANNAH  E.  DAVIS 

C.  A.  TRICE 

MARTHA  H.  VICKERS 

T.  C.  LEIGH 

LIZZIE  BLALOCK 

S.  H.  PICKETT 

FRANCES  GILLAM 

WILLIAM  PICKETT 

JOHN  W.  CARLTON 

JAMES  PICKETT 

MARK  PICKETT 

GASTON  PICKETT 

NANNIE  PICKETT 

JOHN  DOUGLAS 

HENRY  PICKETT 

W.  J.  LEIGH 

E.  B.  CARLTON 

C.  W.  CARROLL 

SUE  M.  CARLTON 

J.  R.  PICKETT 

EDNEY  RIGSBEE 

FRANKEY  PICKETT 

CORNELIA  F.  TRICE 

MARTHA  PICKETT 

EDA  Q.  BLALOCK 

NANCY  COLE 

N.  S.  PICKETT 

MARY  E.  S.  COLE 

JAMES  GILLAM 

MARY  GARRETT 

There  are  names  on  this  list  —  Garrett,  Pickett,  and  Rigsbee,  for 
rtance — that  we  shall  find  again  and  again  in  the  minute  books  down 
the  present  time.  In  the  earlier  minute  books  there  are  also  other 
jnily  names  that  we  shall  meet  with  again  and  again  in  the  records  of 
a  Yates  Baptist  Church:  among  them,  Bishop,  Brogden,  Byrd, 
rlton,  Couch,  Crutchfield,  Daniel,  Franklin,  Goss,  Horton,  Howard, 
rkland,  Ferrell,  Markham,  Olive,  Terrell,  Petty,  and  Vickers.  Some 
the  descendants  of  the  pioneers  are  known  to  us  by  other  names, 
s.  Mabel  Goss  recalls  that  Professor  H.  E.  Spence,  who  taught  re- 
on  at  Duke  University  for  many  years,  once  said  to  her:  "I 
nember  how  your  grandfather,  Thomas  Jefferson  Rigsbee,  suggested 
2  need  of  another  Baptist  church  in  the  Chapel  Hill  Road  area,  and 
^ered  to  give  the  land  on  which  to  buiid  it." 

Mrs.  Jessie  P.  Tharrington  recalls  that  her  grandmother,  Jane 
gsbee  Pickett  Anderson,  sold  one  acre,  more  or  less,  for  $30,  in  1878 
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■  which  the  original  church  building  was  placed.  In  1913  Mrs. 
iharrington's  aunt,  Mary  Anderson  Cole  gave  the  church  an  additional 
(*:re  of  land  on  which  to  build  a  parsonage.  Later,  in  1952,  Mrs. 
harrington  sold  her  own  homeplace  to  the  church  and  provided  the 
-esent  space  for  the  parking  lot. 

These  men  and  women  whose  names  are  recorded  in  the  first  of 
jr  minute  books  were  plain  country  people,  mostly  farmers.  They 
ere  not  rich  and  not  highly  educated,  but  as  they  no  doubt  re- 
embered,  so  were  the  men  whom  Jesus  chose  as  his  disciples.  We 
lerish  the  memory  of  our  charter  members.  They  were  very  much  in 
tirnest  when  they  covenanted  with  God  and  with  one  another  "having 
jjen  brought  by  Divine  Grace  to  embrace  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  by 
|e  influence  of  His  Spirit  to  give  themselves  wholly  to  Him  and  to 
ganize  this  church,  to  exercise  Christian  care  over  each  other  and  in 
fery  way  seek  the  Salvation  of  men."  They  recorded  their  beliefs  in 
inute  detail  concerning  the  Scriptures,  the  Fall  of  Man,  of  Salvation, 
:  Justification,  of  Grace,  Repentance,  Sanctification,  the  Church,  the 
Drd's  Supper,  the  Lord's  Day,  of  Civil  Government,  of  the  Righteous 
id  the  Wicked,  and  of  the  World  to  Come.  They  also  adopted  a  Con- 
itution.  (The  original  Church  Covenant  and  the  Constitution  are 
/en  in  full  in  the  Appendix.) 

For  the  early  history  of  the  Yates  Baptist  Church  we  turn  to  the 
st  of  our  minute  books  in  which  the  clerk,  Sanderson  Henry  Pickett, 
t  down  in  flowing  penmanship  the  records  of  the  church.  This 
inute  book  bears  the  inscription:  "This  book  bought  of  Hunt  and 
right  ($2.00)  on  April  19,  1878,  by  Elder  C.  Durham  and  presented 
I  him  to  the  Yates  Baptist  Church.  May  the  Lord's  richest  blessings 
)  upon  this  church."  (Two  dollars  was  a  lot  of  money  in  1878).  The 
>nor  was  the  church's  first  pastor  while  he  was  still  pastor  of  the  First 
aptist  Church.  The  Yates  Church  met  regularly  only  once  a  month  on 
e  third  Sunday  and  on  the  preceding  Saturday. 

j  Most  of  what  we  know  about  the  history  of  our  church  in  the 
meteenth  century  is  found  in  the  minute  books,  but  there  are 
jiportant  matters  for  which  we  find  no  record.  The  sermon  is 
Ways  mentioned,  but  we  are  never  given  its  subject  or  its  text. 
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he  would  like  to  know  just  what  text  Columbus  Durham  chose 
|!r  his  first  sermon  at  Yates.  Was  it  "I  was  glad  when  they  said  to  me, 
|et  us  go  to  the  house  of  the  Lord.'"  (Psalm  122)  Or  perhaps  he 
ijninded  his  hearers  that  the  Lord  had  said  to  Solomon:  "I  have 
llnsecrated  this  house  which  you  have  built,  and  put  my  name  there 
lever."  (1  Kings  9:3)  The  modern  reader  is  struck  by  the  fact  that 
jjltil  the  organization  in  1884  of  the  Women's  Missionary  Society,  the 
s|men  of  the  church  are  rarely  mentioned.  The  church  officers  and 
tmbers  of  the  committees  were  men.  However,  lists  of  the  com- 
tttees  in  1883  included  "Foreign  Missions,  Sister  Emma  C.  Markham, 
feirman;  Education,  Brother  Rich  Blalock,  chairman;  State  Missions, 
iibther  Y.  C.  Jones,  chairman."  In  those  forgotten  days  when  good 
leen  Victoria  reigned,  woman's  place  was  felt  to  be  in  the  home. 
|d  yet  no  doubt  the  women  of  the  church  in  one  way  or  another 
lerted  a  tremendous  influence.  "Never  underestimate  the  power  of 
ivoman." 

I  The  progress  of  the  church  can  be  recognized  in  the  fact  that  in 
184  a  committee  was  appointed  to  look  for  adjoining  land.  The 
jurch  subsequently  purchased  the  additional  acre  of  land  in  1878 
|m  Mrs.  Jane  Rigsbee  Pickett  Anderson. 

One  of  the  things  that  the  minutes  do  tell  us  is  that  money  was 
|rce.  Tobacco  manufacturers  in  Durham  were  prospering,  but  the 
sjuntry  people  at  Yates  found  it  difficult  to  raise  $130  for  Pastor  W.  S. 
live's  salary  in  1884.  Sometimes  "urging  remarks"  from  outsiders 
ire  recorded  such  as  "Yates  church  ought  to  be  more  prompt  in 
ying  our  faithful  pastor."  A  little  later  his  successor,  C.  C.  Newton 
iked  for  and  got  his  salary  set  at  $150.00  annually. 

In  1911  when  preaching  went  to  twice  a  month,  Reverend  W.  E. 
farren's  salary  was  set  at  $500.  A  parsonage  was  built  in  1913,  but 
pre  was  no  money  for  screens  until  they  were  needed  —  the  next 
ijmmer.  Members  of  the  Church  were  often  assessed  for  their  part 
l|  the  pastor's  salary.  In  modern  churches  we  struggle  with  budgets  in 
llpusands  of  dollars.  Perhaps  a  record  from  a  business  session  during 
|e  early  years  of  the  church  will  provide  us  with  some  understanding 
1  just  how  difficult  progress  was:   "Well  was  in  need  of  repairs,  the 
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[fain  had  broken.  A  collection  was  taken.  15c  was  the  total  collected." 

The  charter  members  had  covenanted  with  God  and  with  one 
ijother  "to  exercise  Christian  care  over  each  other";  and  the  Yates 
(Iptist  Church  kept  a  strict  watch  over  the  lives  of  its  members. 
[Iscipline  here,  as  in  Puritan  New  England,  was  a  serious  business, 
leirs  was  by  no  means  a  "permissive"  society.    The  roll  was  called 
i|  church,  and  members  with  a  long  record  of  absences  were  called 
to  justify  them.    So  also  with  members  who  failed  to  contribute, 
ambers  were  disciplined  for  quarreling,  profane  language,  dancing, 
nily  abuse,  and  drunkeness.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  find 
t  whether  intoxicating  beverages  were  being  sold  within  three  miles 
the  Church.  When  the  matter  was  brought  before  the  Church  again, 
jal  steps  were  taken  to  close  Willie  Vickers'  barroom.    There  were 
/ver  charges  of  drunkenness  after  Durham  outlawed  the  liquor  traffic 
1903. 

J  A  good  many  members  were  "struck"  or  denied  "fellowship" 
!r  bad  behavior,  but  not  before  a  church  court  was  held.  The  ac- 
jsed  member  retired  to  a  grove  of  tall  oak  trees  to  await  the  Church's 
;!cision.  There  were,  one  is  glad  to  find,  many  'restorations"  to 
IHowship.  The  only  sensational  case  recorded  in  the  minutes 
purred  when  a  pastor,  who  shall  be  nameless,  accused  a  member 
tameless  here  also)  of  taking  advantage  of  the  pastor's  friendship  to 
[duce  the  pastor's  daughter  on  a  promise  to  marry  her.  The  accused 
ember  refused  to  come  and  answer  the  charges  against  him,  and  his 
I me  was  struck  from  the  list  of  members.  However,  it  is  recorded  that 

I  the  second  retirement  of  the  committee  to  the  grove,  the  pastor's 
induct  was  found  to  be  "Christlike  in  an  unusual  degree." 

j  The  church  was  an  intimate  and  vital  part  of  the  lives  of  its 
idicated  members.  Just  as  conduct  unbecoming  a  Christian  was  noted 
Id  censored,  words  of  tribute  were  paid  to  individuals  and  "spread  in 

II  on  the  minutes"  such  as  this  one  to  Thomas  J.  Leigh:  "a  living 
pistle  of  the  truth,  and  of  the  power  of  Christian  principle  in  human 
fe,  a  deacon  since  1878,  respected  by  the  community,  loved  by  the 
lurch." 
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The  minute  books  make  it  clear  that  personal  relations  between 
e  pastor  and  the  members  of  his  congregation  were  uniformly  good, 
lis  is  what  we  should  expect  to  find  in  a  church  which  now  elects  its 
stor  for  an  "unlimited  term  of  service."  A  Baptist  church  does  not 
ve  to  accept  a  minister  chosen  by  an  administrative  board  or  a  pre- 
ling  elder.  If  a  Baptist  church  finds  its  new  pastor  unsatisfactory, 
can  ask  him  to  resign.  If  it  finds  him  satisfactory,  it  will  not  see  some 
tside  authority  sending  him  to  another  pastorate.  It  is  significant 
at  many  members  of  the  Yates  Baptist  Church  have  named  their 
ildren  for  their  pastors. 

In  early  Baptist  history,  pastors  were  called  annually.  Should  a 
ngregation  wish  to  retain  a  pastor  for  more  than  one  year,  he  had 
be  recalled  at  the  end  of  each  year. 

In  the  late  nineteenth  century,  the  country  church  was  an  im— 
>rtant  social  and  community  center.  In  Durham  County  in  those 
ys  there  were  few  or  no  social  or  professional  organizations,  no 
lions,  no  women's  clubs.  There  were  as  yet  few  or  no  public  health 
cilities.  It  was  the  church  that  looked  after  the  poor,  the  sick, 
id  the  destitute.  A  farmer  might  go  for  a  week  without  seeing 
lyone  outside  of  his  own  family.  At  the  church  he  and  his  wife 
puld  be  certain  of  seeing  some  of  their  best  friends.  Travel  was  di- 
icult  over  roads  that  were  dusty  in  summer  and  muddy  in  winter. 

Weather  conditions  greatly  affected  the  church  meetings.  On 
count  of  rain,  the  moderator  was  often  absent  and  no  meeting 
Hd.  Often,  due  to  the  deep  ruts  in  the  mud  roads,  the  preacher, 
ho  frequently  had  to  travel  for  a  long  distance,  could  not  get  to 
je  church  and  a  brief  devotional  was  held  in  place  of  preaching. 

There  were  no  automobiles,  no  motion  pictures,  no  radio,  above 
I  no  television,  and  for  many  years  not  even  a  telephone.  "How 
vfu!  it  must  have  been  not  to  have  TV!"  say  the  young  people  of 
>day.  But  the  members  of  the  Yates  Baptist  Church  were  not  sorry 
>r  themselves.  It  was  good  to  go  to  the  Church  and  meet  friendly, 
uspitable  men  and  women  who  were  trying  to  make  the  world  a 
3tter  place  to  live  in. 
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The  members  came  to  the  Church  on  foot,  on  horseback,  in 
ggies,  and  in  other  vehicles.  "I  remember,"  says  Mrs.  Gladys 
jsbee  Pickett,  "coming  to  worship  as  a  small  child  by  way  of 
two-horse  wagon."  Charlie  Pickett,  a  charter  member,  she  says, 
i  the  best  buggy  in  the  congregation  -  a  sports  model  with  red 
)kes."  Mr.  Ode  Pickett  recalled  that  when  he  was  six  years  old  he 
id  to  "carry  his  father's  pail  of  hot  lunch  as  he  labored  at  build 
I  the  first  church  building."  He  notes  that  in  those  days  there  was 
stock  law  and  cattle  and  hogs  often  slept  under  the  church.  He 
nembers  also  the  women  in  the  church  on  a  hot  Sunday  waving 
;ir  palm  leaf  fans.  He  notes  also  that  the  "fleas  biting  the  ankles 
a  twelve-year  old  boy  could  be  quite  distracting." 

"I  remember,"  says  Mrs.  Emma  Pickett,  "when  protracted  meet- 
js  (revival)  were  held  mornings  and  afternoons  with  dinner  on  the 
punds  every  day.  The  church  bell  would  ring  in  advance  so  that  the 
?n  could  wind  up  their  early  chores,  drop  everything,  dress  in  clean 
eralls,  and  come  to  the  meeting.  One  of  these  times,"  she  says, 
ly  mother  caught,  wrung  their  necks,  defeathered,  and  cooked 
enty-one  of  her  choice  chicken  flock  for  dinner  on  the  grounds." 
s.  Pickett  notes  also  that  the  women  were  very  anxious  that  their 
urch  building  should  always  be  clean  and  ready  for  the  Sunday  morn- 
]  service.  So  on  Saturday  afternoons  they  had  to  scrub  away  the 
Dacco  juice  strewn  on  the  floor  by  the  menfolk. 

In  1890  the  "free  school"  asked  the  Church  for  the  privilege 
holding  classes  in  the  building  during  the  week.    Permission  was 
anted  "provided  they  make  good  any  damages,  keep  the  house  clean 
jd  spit  no  tobacco  juice  on  the  floor."  (This  privilege  was  not  reversed 
itil  December  22,  1946  after  the  building  had  been  destroyed  by  fire.) 

In  1887  the  lowest  bidder  for  the  job  of  sexton  was  $1.00 
bnthly,  submitted  by  Mrs.  William  Hutchins,  considerably  lower  than 
chard  Blalock's  bid  of  $8.50  per  month. 

March  1887,  records  again  shows  the  Church  in  need  of  money, 
le  minute  book  relates  "no  funds  to  repair  the  stove  flu  (sic)  which 
in  very  bad  condition..."  and  repair  was  postponed  until  the  fall. 
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In  the  spring  of  1888  Brother  J.  W.  Proctor  is  recorded  to  have 
■ted  he  "felt  it  his  duty  to  talk  in  public  in  behalf  of  his  Master." 
Its  was  unanimously  approved,  and  one  wonders  if  this  was  con- 
lered  a  license  to  preach.  He  was  also  made  "collector"  of  a  fund 
■  purchase  singing  books.  In  that  same  year  $2.25  could  not  be 
Ised  for  missions;  so  this  business  was  "laid  over"  until  next  conference 

Time  and  time  again  we  are  made  aware  of  just  how  difficult 
ancing  church  activities  was.  In  the  year  1889  James,  Mark,  Henry, 
ston,  Stanford,  Jesse,  and  John  Pickett;  W.  D.  Vickers,  J.  W. 
)ctor,  Willie  Couch,  John  and  James  Harward,  E.  Q.  and  R.  L. 
Hock,  H.  I.  Markham,  John  Cates,  John  Browning  and  D.  C. 
nter  pledged  to  give  $1.00  extra  during  the  year  to  help  pay  back 
3ts  of  the  Church. 

My  own  recollections  of  Yates  Baptist  Church  (Jo  not  go  back  very 
j  but  I  have  vivid  memories  of  the  Baptist  country  churches  in  my 
her's  pastorate  in  the  early  years  of  this  century  in  Charlotte  and 
mpbell  counties  in  Virginia.  These  churches  were  only  ninety  miles 
rth  of  Durham,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  what  I  remember  of  them 
es  me  a  pretty  good  idea  of  what  our  church  was  like  in  1900  1910. 
len  the  men  and  women  arrived,  the  women  went  inside,  sat  down 

the  right  side  facing  the  pulpit  of  the  center  aisle,  and  began  dis- 
nsing  the  latest  news  and  gossip  and  exchanging  invitations  to 
|nday  dinner.  If  it  was  not  rainy  or  too  cold,  the  men  and  boys  re- 
jined  in  the  churchyard  sharing  the  latest  local  news,  discussing  the 
ndition  of  the  crops,  and  exchanging  invitations  to  visit.  Many  a 
ne  have  I  overheard  bits  of  conversation  like  this:  "Jim,  you  all  come 
|me  with  us  today."  "No,  John,  it's  time  for ya'll  to  visit  us."  Young 
ft  rarely  declined  invitations  to  Sunday  dinner  at  homes  where  there 
ire  attractive  young  women.  When  it  was  time  for  the  service  to  be- 
l,  the  Sunday  School  superintendent  or  a  deacon  would  give  the 
jnal.  When  the  men  and  boys  in  the  churchyard  heard  the  sound  of 
1  organ  and  women's  voices  in  a  familiar  hymn,  they  came  trooping 

and  took  their  seats  on  the  left  side  of  the  center  aisle.  Once  in  a 
ng  while  a  courageous  young  man  would  boldly  seat  himself  on  the 
ght  beside  his  best  girl.  The  Yates  Baptist  Church  was  for  eighty  years 
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a  country  church  --  it  was  taken  into  the  city  in  1957  --  and  I  am  glad 
to  see  in  its  members  something  very  like  the  same  neighborliness, 
friendliness,  loyalty,  and  unfeigned  piety  of  my  old  friends  in  the 
Baptist  Churches  of  Southside,  Virginia.  They  were,  I  knew,  like 
Tiy  friends  at  Yates,  men  and  women  their  pastor  could  count  onJ 

About  1890  our  delegates  to  the  Mount  Zion  Association 
Dromised  to  raise  for  Associational  Missions,  $10;  for  State  Missions,  $5; 
and  for  Home  Missions,  $1.50  --  a  total  of  $26.50.  If  $26.50  seems  a 
:rivial  sum  for  any  church  to  contribute  for  such  worthy  causes,  one 
leeds  to  remember,  first,  that  inflation  has  greatly  reduced  the  pur- 
chasing value  of  the  dollar  and,  second,  that  in  the  years  just  before 
jnd  after  1890  Southern  and  Western  farmers  were  having  very  hard 
:imes.  Some  of  those  twenty-odd  dollars  came  no  doubt  from  the 
;ale  of  chickens  and  eggs  by  women  of  the  Yates  Baptist  Church. 

Times  were  better  in  October,  1906,  when  the  delegates  to  the 
\/lount  Zion  Association  -  J.  W.  Proctor,  Thomas  Pickett,  J.  E. 
^ickett,  J.  G.  Markham,  and  J.  W.  Pickett  -  made  the  following  report: 

Membership: 

Males  42  Died  1 

Females  54  Dismissed 

Total  96  by  letter  1 

Pastor's  salary:  $150.00 
Sexton  12.00 


Singing  30.00 

Preaching  for  revival  20.00 

Minute  fund  1.50 

Total  expenses  for  the  church :  $21 3.50 


On  Page  133  (1914)  in  a  child's  handwriting  (probably  written  in  the  home  of 
^lerk  R.  J.  Pickett):  Why  I  had  rather  live  in  the  contry  because  you  can  have  plenty 
)f  room  to  play  and  have  plenty  of  shade  to.  You  can  have  pea  patches,  potatoes, 
rish  potatoes,  water  melons,  cantolopes,  butterbeans  and  cucumbers.  And  wade  in 
he  water,  and  climb  trees.  You  can  have  cows  and  horses  and  you  do  not  have  to 
>uy  milk  and  butter,  and  ride  horses  to.  In  the  winter  time  you  do  not  have  to  buy 
vood."  12 


Foreign  Missions 
State  Missions 
Home  Missions 
Associational  Missions 
Old  Ministers'  relief  - 
Orphanage 

Sunday  School  Missions 


$15.00 
10.00 
10.00 
10.00 
4.00 
20.00 
3.50 


Total  missions  expense 


82.50 


Grand  Total 


$296.00 


The  history  of  the  Yates  Baptist  Church  is  the  story  of  a  country 
lurch  which  became  a  church  in  the  suburbs  of  a  growing  educational 
id  industrial  center  and  became  a  city  church  eighty  years  after  its 
ganization.  Almost  from  the  beginning  members  of  the  Church 
wnd  in  Durham  opportunities  for  employment,  recreation,  education 
id  public  health  facilities.  A  notable  event  was  the  opening  of  the 
atts  Hospital  in  1895  when  there  were  only  six  general  hospitals  in 
orth  Carolina.  The  Lincoln  Hospital  was  opened  in  1901;  the  King's 
aughters  home  for  old  women  in  1911;  the  Wright  Refuge  in  1923. 
/  1906  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  (established  in  1890) 
as  on  a  secure  foundation.  The  Young  Women's  Christian  Association 
established  in  1920  and  the  Community  Chest  in  1922.  Dr.  Boyd 
the  Story  of  Durham  notes  that  in  the  1890s  women's  clubs  were 
icoming  increasingly  important.  When  the  city  finally  adopted  the 
pmmission  form  of  government,  the  determining  factor  was  "the 
ite  of  the  women.  .  .who  exercised  the  franchise  without  regard  to 
dI itical  tradition."  A  notable  event  was  the  opening  in  1898  of  the 
jrham  Public  Library,  the  first  library  in  the  state  to  receive  munici- 
il  support  and  also  the  "first  library  in  North  Carolina  open  to  the 
jblic  without  the  payment  of  dues  or  fees."  Trinity  College  was 
bved  to  Durham  in  1892.  Women  were  first  admitted  as  students  in 
397;  in  1920  $220,000  were  raised  to  build  a  dormitory  (Southgate) 
r  women  students.  By  1924,  the  year  when  Trinity  became  Duke 
niversity,  over  30  percent  of  the  students  came  from  the  Durham 
ea.    Duke  University  was  at  that  time  a  predominantly  Methodist 
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institution,  but  eventually  many  members  of  the  Yates  Baptist  Church 
vere  to  become  a  part  of  the  University  as  students  or  faculty  members 
:r  employees  of  many  kinds. 

Minute  Book  No.  2  closes  appropriately  enough  with  the  year 
1917.  In  April  of  that  year  the  United  States  declared  war  on 
jermany.  An  idealistic  nation  had  ended  its  traditional  policy  of 
Isolation  to  try  to  help  the  Old  World  solve  its  still  unsolved  problems. 
Dther  factors  besides  the  First  World  War  were  to  affect  Yates  Baptist 
church,  for  good  or  evil.  In  the  nineteenth  century  the  American's 
ense  of  values  had  been  developed  and  was  guarded  by  three  great 
hfluences;  the  family  (or  the  home),  the  school,  and  the  church. 
1  he  twentieth  century  brought  powerful  new  forces  of  many  kinds 
hat  would  severely  test  the  family,  the  school,  and  the  church.  We 
hall  find  in  the  minute  books  the  record  of  our  church's  response 
o  the  challenge  of  the  new  age. 
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SEPTEMBER,  1917  -  MAY,  1955 


Of  the  twelve  minute  books  in  which  the  transactions  of  the  Yates 
aptist  Church  were  recorded  one  is  missing.  That  book,  covering  the 
jriod  from  September  9,  1917,  to  December  8,  1926,  was  once  in  the 
Dssession  of  John  Pickett.  When  he  was  asked  to  take  it  to  the  church 
»r  safe  keeping,  fie  brought  it  to  the  church;  but,  ironically  enough, 
lat  very  book  was  destroyed  in  the  fire  that  burned  the  brick  church 
jilding  in  December,  1946.  For  these  nine  years  we  must  rely  mainly 
3on  the  records  of  the  Mount  Zion  Association  and  the  recollections 
:  our  older  members. 

In  September,  1917,  the  Yates  Baptist  Church,  like  hundreds  of 
her  churches,  was  facing  the  first  of  a  long  series  of  crises:  a  World 
ar.  In  August,  1914,  while  the  British  foreign  minister,  Sir  Edward 
rey,  was  watching  the  first  blackout  in  London,  he  said:  "The  lights 
e  going  out  all  over  Europe;  they  will  not  be  rekindled  in  our  time." 
3r  Americans  it  was  a  disillusioning  experience  to  see  the  most 
lightened  nations  in  Europe,  all  of  them  Christian  nations,  explode 
to  a  war  which  would  eventually  engulf  us,  too.  The  war  revealed 
iw  depths  of  depravity  in  a  world  which  we  had  thought  civilized. 

In  April,  1917,  the  United  States  declared  war  on  Germany,  and 
I  the  time  the  war  ended  in  November,  1918,  there  were  four  million 
)ung  men  in  the  armed  services.  There  was  an  abundance  of  war  work 
ir  women  as  well  as  for  older  men.  The  Red  Cross  and  other  agencies 
ipt  them  busy  making  bandages,  knitting  sweaters,  visiting  army 
imps  and  hospitals.    The  American  people  were  mobilized  and  orga 
zed  as  never  before.    The  young  men  at  Yates,  we  may  be  sure, 
lswered  the  call  like  other  young  Americans  all  over  the  country. 
)me  of  them,  no  doubt,  were  in  Colonel  Sidney  W.  Minor's  Company 
in  the  120th  United  States  Infantry  or  in  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sidney 
i  Chambers'  C  Battery  in  the  113th  United  States  Field  Artillery, 
hese  two  units  were  made  up  largely  of  men  from  the  Durham  area; 
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iid,  as  Dr.  Boyd  informs  us,  they  had  a  part  in  the  breaching  of  the 
1  ndenburg  Line  in  the  fall  of  1918. 

Among  the  soldiers  returning  from  France  in  1919  there  was  a 
itdespread  feeling  of  disillusionment.  Congress  rejected  the  League  of 
lations.  The  veterans  failed  to  foresee  that  their  own  sons  would  be 
lilled  upon  to  fight  a  Second  World  War  more  terrible  than  the  First, 
loodrow  Wilson  knew  better,  but  his  warning  fell  on  insensitive  ears. 

The  early  and  middle  1920s  were  a  period  of  growth  and  expan- 
E)n  for  the  Yates  Baptist  Church.  By  1921  attendance  at  the  Sunday 
|ihool  had  increased  to  the  point  that  it  was  necessary  to  shift  four 
[asses  to  the  Pastorium  (Parsonage).  In  1923  the  Church  erected  a 
Lger  building,  of  brick  this  time.  (This  is  the  building  that  was 
[■stroyed  in  a  fire  in  December,  1946.) 

The  Clerk  in  1923  must  undoubtedly  have  made  some  record  of 
le  building  of  this  church;  but  whatever  he  wrote  in  the  one  missing 
rinute  book  was  lost  in  the  fire  of  December,  1946.  Archie  Pickett, 
hwever,  remembers  helping  his  father  and  brothers  build  the  brick 
lurch  in  1923.  Mr.  Ernest  Garrett,  Sr.,  recalls  meeting  with  a  group 
[  men  of  the  Church  after  their  working  hours  to  help  mix  cement  on 
Everal  occasions.  Other  church  members  we  may  be  sure  helped  with 
leir  own  hands  to  build  this  church. 

Although  we  have  no  written  record  of  these  years,  we  do,  sur- 
fisingly  enough,  have  in  a  newspaper  clipping  a  detailed  account  of 
i  dedication.  And  the  dedication  took  place  not  in  1923  when 
f?verend  J.  F.  Brendell  was  Pastor,  but  on  September  24,  1932,  when 
le  Pastor  was  Reverend  C.  Earl  Byrd.  Why  the  long  delay?  We  do  not 
how.  Perhaps  the  Church  decided  to  put  off  the  dedication  until  it 
*as  debt-free.  The  principal  speaker  was  Dr.  L.  E.  M.  Freeman,  who 
Id  been  at  one  time  Pastor  at  Yates  but  was  in  1932  head  of  the  Bible 
ipartment  at  Meredith  College.  His  subject  was  "The  Ideal  Church." 
lrhe  church,"  he  said,  "is  the  place  to  shape  and  mold  and  develop 
[aracter,  a  place  where  people  may  gather  to  work  for  and  serve  the 
hgdom  of  God."  The  newspaper  account  concludes: 

Reverend  C.  Earl  Byrd  has  been  pastor  of  the 
church  for  the  past  eight  years.  During  this  period 
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YATES  BAPTIST  CHURCH   1923  -  December,  1946 


the  membership  of  the  church  has  more  than 
doubled,  while  the  financial  status  is  more 
than  three  times  the  strength  of  what  it  was 
at  the  time  of  his  coming. 

On  December  8,  1926,  the  Church  voted  to  raise  the  pastor's  salary 
|from  $1,500  to  $1,700,  but  in  1932  the  figure  was  reduced  to  $1,600 
knd  in  1934  to  $1 ,400.  The  church  budget  for  1932  was  set  at  $2,151. 
jn  1934  it  was  down  to  $1,922.  On  January  12,  1936,  however,  the 
phurch  budget  was  set  at  $3,043;  and  on  July  10  of  the  following  year 
pe  treasurer  announced  that  all  debts  had  been  paid.  There  was  a  ris- 
ng  vote  of  thanks  for  the  treasurer  and  the  finance  committee.  The 
yarious  items  listed  in  the  church  budget  for  1932  were: 


Pastor's  salary 

$1,600. 

Janitor's  salary 

72. 

Fuel 

15. 

Water 

24. 

Lights 

45. 

Missions 

300. 

Incidentals 

75. 

Parsonage 

20. 

$2,151. 

In  later  church  budgets  there  is  abundant  evidence  even  in  war- 
ime  of  the  Church's  growth  and  expansion.  On  December  7,  1941  — 
ihat  was  the  day  the  Japanese  attacked  Pearl  Harbor — the  Clerk  noted 
hat  the  weekly  budget  was  $102.90.  That  would  be  $5,350.80  for  the 
'ear.  For  the  year  1946  the  budget  was  set  at  $15,073.00. 
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Pastor's  salary 

<tq  nnn 

3>o,uuu. 

janixor  s  salary 

OllUlf  UlltJClUI  b  baldly 

buiiaing  ana  repair 

\mciuuing  insurance, etcj 

Literature 

HUO. 

Lull  V  ell  UUi  1  cXpcllbc 

mn 

Baptist  uouncii 

I  ou. 

ruei  ana  iignts 

9dr 

Miscellaneous 

^19 

Minister  s  retirement 

Dioncai  necuruci 

1   /  <J. 

Cooperative  Program 

3,000. 

Building  fund 

6,000. 

$15,073. 

In  the  year  1946  also  the  church  set  its  goal  of  World  Relief  at 
$2,000.00. 

During  the  1930s  the  brick  church  building  was  becoming  in- 
adequate in  size  to  accommodate  attendance,  and  more  space  was  needed 
for  Sunday  School  classrooms,  assemblies,  and  social  events. 

'The  Hut"  was  constructed  about  1936—1937  and  included  six 
small  rooms,  a  tiny  kitchen  with  sink  and  running  water,  and  assembly 
space.  Later,  when  the  Education  Building  was  constructed  the  Hut 
was  too  near  the  south  corner  of  the  new  addition,  and  it  was  moved 
to  its  present  location.  Through  the  years  it  has  served  as  a  meeting 
place  for  Scouts,  social  events,  and  as  a  meeting  place  for  the  youth 
of  the  church. 

The  German  invasion  of  Poland  in  September,  1939,  came  as  no 
great  surprise  to  Americans  who  had  anxiously  watched  the  rise  to 
power  in  Italy,  Germany,  and  Japan  of  unscrupulous  war-minded 
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political  leaders.  We  had  already  seen  the  Italian  invasion  of  Ethiopia, 
the  Austrian  Anschluss,  and  the  rape  of  Czechoslovakia.  But  the 
Japanese  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor  left  us  no  alternative.  It  plunged  us 
, instantly  into  a  war  we  did  not  want.  Why  did  they  do  it?  We  still 
wonder.  "What  kind  of  a  people  do  they  think  we  are?"  asked  Sir 
Winston  Churchill  when  he  addressed  the  American  Congress. 

This  is  not  the  place  for  a  history  of  the  Second  World  War,  but 
some  of  our  younger  men  and  women,  who  only  too  well  remember 
Cambodia  and  Vietnam  but  not  the  landing  on  the  Normandy  beaches 
or  the  capture  of  the  Remagen  Bridge  over  the  Rhine,  may  need  to  be 
reminded  of  the  spirit  in  which  the  sons  of  veterans  of  the  First  World 
War  responded  to  their  country's  call.  The  Second  World  War  was 
longer  and  much  more  destructive  than  the  First.  For  those  young 
men  of  our  membership  who  actively  participated,  it  was  an  un- 
forgettable experience.  There  are  among  us  today  veterans  who  can 
tell  you  what  it  was  like  to  witness  a  great  naval  battle  in  the  South 
Pacific  or  to  fly  on  a  bombing  mission  over  Germany.    There  were 

women  in  our  church  who,  working  for  the  Red  Cross  or  some  other 
wartime  agency  or  charity,  waited  anxiously  for  news  of  their 
husbands,  sons,  brothers,  and  friends  stationed  somewhere  overseas. 
Many  Americans  never  came  home  alive.  Peace  came  at  fast  with  the 
surrender  of  the  Japanese  in  September,  1945,  but  it  has  been  an  un- 
easy peace.  There  were  other  wars:  Korea,  followed  by  the  long 
agony  in  South  Vietnam  and  Cambodia.  Wars,  too,  in,  of  all  places, 
the  Holy  Land.  And  ever  since  the  first  atom  bomb  fell  on  Hiro- 
shima, the  fear  of  a  nuclear  holocaust  has  haunted  us. 

What  the  members  of  the  Church  contributed  to  the  war  effort  is 
rarely  recorded  in  the  minutes.  These  do  note,  however,  that  in  1943 
and  1944  the  Church  voted  to  take  a  total  of  $2,480  out  of  the  build- 
ing fund  and  put  the  money  in  War  Bonds.  Here  we  call  again  upon 
the  memories  of  the  members,  and  many  of  them  vividly  recall  special 
prayers  for  all  those  engaged  in  the  defense  of  our  country  and  many 
other  efforts  to  help  keep  the  morale  of  their  loved  ones  high.  One 
Christmas  members  gathered  on  the  front  steps  of  the  church  and  had 
a  photograph  taken  which  was  printed  on  a  Christmas  card  to  be  signed 
by  Pastor  Byrd  and  mailed  to  each  member  in  the  armed  forces. 
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There  is  an  abundance  of  evidence  in  the  minutes  that  the  Church 
was  attending  to  its  proper  work.  In  1945  the  Church  began  its  policy 
□f  putting  the  Biblical  Recorder  into  the  home  of  every  church  mem- 
ber. For  several  years  the  C.  N.  Harris  family  had  been  paying  the 
salary  of  our  missionary  to  China,  Reverend  L.  B.  Olive.  When  Mrs. 
Harris  found  that  she  was  no  longer  able  to  pay  the  salary,  the  Church 
/oted  to  assume  this  responsibility,  and  continued  to  support  him  as 
ong  as  he  was  active  in  foreign  mission  work.  Upon  his  retirement  the 
support  was  transferred  to  Jean  Middleton,  missionary  to  Santiago, 
Chile. 

In  August,  1945,  the  Church  contracted  for  the  purchase  of  a 
Hammond  organ  for  $1,500,  paying  $100  down. 

As  the  year's  end  approached  in  December,  1946,  the  members 
must  have  been  in  an  optimistic  mood  about  the  future  of  their  church 
And  why  not?  The  war  was  over.  Yates  by  now  was  a  relatively  pros- 
perous suburban  church.  There  were  by  now  far  more  business  and 
arofessional  men  than  farmers  among  its  members.  Some  of  them  had 
pought  or  were  building  homes  in  Rockwood  or  in  the  new  additions 
in  Hope  Valley.  In  1931  Duke  University  had  opened  up  Pinecrest 
Road,  the  first  of  many  streets  in  the  Duke  Forest,  where  its  faculty 
3nd  staff  would  build  their  homes. 

The  actions  of  the  Church  in  1946  reflect  the  mood  of  optimism, 
jn  August  arrangements  were  made  to  have  the  basement  repaired, 
water-proofed,  and  put  in  first-class  condition  for  classes  in  the  Sunday 
School.  On  September  1  the  Church  voted  to  have  V.  E.  Bell  &  Sons 
install  a  hot-air,  oil-fired  furnace  to  heat  the  auditorium  and  the  Sunday 
School  rooms  at  a  cost  of  $2,675.  On  December  8  the  Church  set  its 
oudget  for  the  following  year  (1947)  at  $19,327.  This  was  $4,354. 
more  than  the  budget  for  the  preceding  year.  We  must  pause  to  won- 
der at  the  courage  and  faith  of  the  Church  for  daring  to  propose  a 
oudget  with  a  twenty-nine  percent  increase  in  one  year  alone! 

And  then  on  Sunday,  December  22,  just  three  days  before  Christ- 
mas, the  Yates  Baptist  Church  burned  to  the  ground.  Mrs.  Alma 
3endergraft  and  her  son,  Robert,  discovered  the  fire  when  they  came 
:o  make  ready  the  Cradle  Roll  Department.  The  Durham  fire  depart- 
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rnent  was  called  immediately,  but  since  there  was  no  hydrant  nearer 
:han  the  one  on  Anderson  Street  half  a  mile  away,  there  was  not  time 
?nough  to  save  the  Church.  The  building  and  its  furnishings — the  new 
Hammond  organ,  pianos,  pews,  hymnals,  fans,  carpets,  and  the  new 
leating  system — all  were  lost.  Only  the  Hut  was  saved.  One  can 
magine  the  thoughts  and  feelings  of  the  members  as  they  came  and 
;aw  in  rubble  and  ashes  the  building  they  had  worked  hard  to  pay  for. 
That  building  held  for  them  so  many  cherished  memories — memories 
:>f  songs  they  had  sung,  baptisms,  happy  marriages,  protracted  meet- 
ngs,  dinner  on  the  grounds,  and  words  of  hope  and  comfort  spoken 
/vhen  friends  and  relatives  were  buried.  One  can  imagine  the  thoughts 
|^nd  feelings  of  the  Pastor  (Truett  Cox)  as  he  looked  at  the  brick  chim- 
jiey  still  standing  in  the  midst  of  ashes  and  rubble.  He  no  doubt 
remembered  that  the  insurance  ($12,000)  was  not  half  enough  money 
:o  pay  for  a  new  building. 

The  Yates  Church  would  be  rebuilt.  There  was  never  any  doubt 
jbout  it.  On  Sunday,  a  week  after  the  fire,  the  Church  met  in  the  Hope 
Galley  School,  which  would  be  their  meeting  place  for  nearly  two 
/ears.  What  they  decided  is  recorded  in  the  minutes  under  the  date, 
December  29,  1946;  and  when  I  first  read  it,  I  felt  something  of  the 
:hrill  of  pride  in  the  church  that  the  Acting  Clerk,  Carl  Bishop,  must 
nave  felt  when  he  wrote:  "The  congregation  voted  unanimously  to 
aise  $50,000  during  1947  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  new  church 
building."  ^ 

That  action  marks  what  the  Historical  Committee  regards  as,  in 
A/inston  Churchill's  famous  phrase,  our  "finest  hour."     On  the  very 


One  member  recalls  that  many  in  the  church  pledged  and  gave 
ifteen  per  cent  of  their  income  toward  raising  this  money.  This  repre- 
wted  sacrificial  giving  on  the  part  of  young  families  with  small 
hildren  and  house  and  car  payments  to  make. 
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irst  day  members  and  friends  subscribed  no  less  than  $13,877.  The 
irst  gift  came  from  a  Methodist  friend,  Bernice  U.  Rose,  on  the  way 
lome  from  his  own  church.  The  Carr  Methodist  Church  contributed 
;135.16.  On  March  5,  1947,  just  over  two  months  after  the  fire,  the 
reasurer  reported  that  he  had  on  hand  in  the  building  fund  the  sum  of 
!35,085.62.  On  August  3  the  Church  voted  to  begin  construction  of 
he  Educational  Plant  and  to  give  the  Building  Committee  authority  to 
borrow  up  to  $30,000.  On  June  13,  1948,  the  Building  Committee 
vas  authorized  to  borrow  an  additional  $15,000,  making  the  total  now 
45,000.  In  July  the  Church  voted  for  an  additional  loan  of  $5,000 
ieeded  to  complete  the  Sunday  School  building.  On  October  17, 
948,  the  Church  empowered  the  Trustees — H.  W.  Pickett,  Sr.,  B.  C. 
^rogden,  and  B.  Ray  Olive — to  execute  a  note  for  an  additional 
|45,000  to  the  Security  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Winston-Salem, 
ecured  by  pledging  church  credit  at  the  interest  rate  of  four  and  one- 
ialf  per  cent  to  be  payable  on  amortization  plan  for  10  years  at 
466.56  per  month.  Just  here  we  may  note  that  on  April  20,  1952, 
jbmecoming  Day,  the  Church's  note  was  burned  signifying  that  the 
uilding  had  been  paid  for  in  full.  The  total  cost  of  the  building  was 
130,000.  (This  building  did  not  include  the  present  sanctuary.) 

Ground-breaking  ceremonies  for  the  education  building  had  taken 
lace  on  August  13,  1947;  and  John  Pickett,  as  our  oldest  member  had 
jeen  given  the  honor  of  moving  the  first  shovelful  of  dirt.  Delays  were 
reated  by  steel  shortages  which  existed  following  so  closely  after  the 
hd  of  the  Second  World  War,  and  the  Church  decided  to  incorporate 
ie  Baptistry  into  the  building  of  the  Educational  Plan.  In  June,  1948, 
service  was  held  in  this  new  Baptistry.  Faye  Daniel  Crews  was  the 
rst  person  to  be  baptised  in  it. 

By  late  summer,  money  the  Church  had  borrowed  was  running 
ut  and  much  of  the  furniture  and  fixtures  were  still  to  be  purchased, 
ihe  Carolina  Theater  was  selling  its  old  seats  at  bargain  prices.  Some 
f  these  seats  were  purchased,  cleaned,  painted  and  installed  in  the 
basement  where  the  church  was  to  meet  for  worship  services  until  the 
anctuary  could  be  built.  Some  of  these  seats  are  in  use  today  in 
jiunday  School  class  rooms.  Men  of  the  Church  built  song  book  racks 
nd  lecterns  for  class  rooms. 
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By  September  12,  1948,  work  on  the  new  building  was  sufficient- 
advanced  to  permit  the  first  service  to  be  held  in  the  new  building, 
ery  year  since  1948,  the  Church  has  observed  the  second  Sunday  in 
ptember  as  Homecoming  Day  with  appropriate  ceremonies  and  din- 
r  on  the  grounds.  Guest  speakers  at  the  first  Homecoming  were 
rmer  pastors:  Missionary  L.  B.  Olive,  M.  A.  Huggins,  Secretary  of 
3  Baptist  State  Convention;  and  Dr.  Frank  Hickman,  Dean  of  the 
ike  University  Chapel  and  one  of  the  first  donors  after  the  fire.^ 

In  January,  1952,  owing  to  the  foresight  of  J.  Marvin  Franklin, 
3  Church  voted  to  buy  for  $8,000  from  Mrs.  Jessie  Tharrington  her 
:pperty  on  the  north  side  of  the  Church,  to  be  used  primarily  as  a 
king  lot.  In  September  of  the  same  year  the  Church  engaged 
gar  E.  Ferrell,  Jr.,  as  Assistant  Pastor  at  a  salary  of  $30  a  week.  In 
tober  the  church  budget  for  1953  was  set  at  $50,000.  In  October, 
53,  the  budget  for  1954  was  set  at  $52,700.  The  figures  in  this 
dget  show  how  varied  the  Church's  activities  had  become. 
The  budget  for  1954  is  shown  on  page  24. 


2 

Saunders  Pickett,  who  had  given  the  pulpit  Bible  which  was  des- 
yed  in  the  fire,  replaced  it  with  a  new  Bible. 

One  large  column,  imported  from  England  in  1922  when  the 
ond  building  of  Yates  Church  was  being  constructed,  was  salvaged 
m  the  fire.  "I  remember/'  says  Bill  Brogden,  "how  my  father  sai- 
led one  of  the  columns  which  was  spared  from  the  fire  and  from  it, 
and  Charles  Bishop,  in  Charles'  shop,  fabricated  the  beautiful  guest 
okstand,  which  is  used  in  the  vestibule. " 
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1954  Budget 


$4,800 

Cooperative  Program 

2,000 

Missionary's  salary 

1,000 

Orphanage 

600 

Student  Aid  (Charles  Howard 

150 

Benevolent  fund 

300 

Yates  Association 

500 

Pastor's  car  expense 

5,000 

Pastor's  salary 

1,560 

Music  director's  salary 

1,560 

Secretary's  salary 

1,560 

Assistant  Pastor's  salary 

1,820 

Janitor's  salary 

375 

Biblical  Recorder 

75 

Charity  and  Children 

1,800 

Sunday  School  and  Training 

Union  Literature 

100 

Vacation  Bible  School 

350 

Office  supplies 

1,000 

Water,  lights,  telephone 

2,000 

Equipment  and  repairs 

175 

Insurance 

50 

Convention  expense 

100 

Scouts 

825 

Miscellaneous 

$25,  000 

Building  Fund 

$52,700 

TOTAL 

24 


in  1954,  Duke  University  established  a  training  program  for  stu- 
ents  in  various  fields  of  medicine  for  people  from  undeveloped 
buntries.  Some  of  those  students  attended  the  Yates  Sunday  School, 
nd  in  July,  1954,  two  of  them  made  professions  of  faith.  They  were 
jngel  Manto  and  Benito  Santiago,  from  the  Philippines. 

Another  particularly  memorable  day  occurred  in  March,  1955, 
[hen  Dr.  Baker  J.  Cauthen,  from  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  spoke 
)  the  morning  worship  service.  He  rang  a  clarion  call  for  missions 
the  hearts  of  young  and  old.  Scores  of  parents  indicated  their 
Jillingness  to  dedicate  their  sons  and  daughters,  and  twenty-two  of  our 
bung  people  made  dedications  to  the  cause  of  missions. 

The  brief  ''History  of  the  Yates  Baptist  Church"  prepared  by 
e  Junior  Department  and  printed  in  the  program  for  Homecoming 
lay  in  1953  hopefully  concluded: 

At  the  present  time,  we  are  looking  toward 
the  building  of  the  new  Sanctuary,  which  will 
have  a  seating  capacity  of  eight  to  nine  hun- 
dred.  There  is  a  possibility  of  air  conditioning, 
cushioned  pews,  special  lighting,  memorial  win- 
dows, and  a  pipe  organ.   The  educational  plant 
auditorium  which  we  now  use,  will  be  made 
into  classes  and  assembly  rooms,  and  can  also 
be  used  for  recreation. 


On  April  28,  1954,  plans  for  the  enlargement  of  the  church  build- 
g  were  presented  and  accepted.  On  May  30  the  Church  voted  to 
vard  to  T.  W.  Poe  &  Son  the  contract  for  $82,670  and  also  to  permit 
e  building  committee  to  spend  as  much  as  $5,000  more  for  any 
icessary  expense  not  foreseen.  The  Church  voted  to  pay  the  archi- 
ct,  M.  A.  Ham  for  the  plans  and  also  to  pay  him  two  per  cent  of 
ie  cost  of  the  building  for  services  as  inspector  during  the  construc- 
an.  One  week  later  the  minutes  record  a  ceremony  of  which  one 
K>uld  like  to  have  a  fuller  account.    "On  Sunday  morning  June  6, 
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D54,  an  appropriate  service  was  held  in  front  of  our  present  sanctuary 
which  time  the  first  spade  of  dirt  was  turned  by  Mr.  John  Pickett." 
?n  days  later,  on  June  16,  the  Church's  trustees  voted  to  borrow 
^5,000  from  the  Home  Savings  and  Loan  Association  for  twelve  years 
five  per  cent  interest. 

Less  than  a  year  later,  in  1955,  the  Sanctuary  was  ready  for  the 
erflowing  crowd  that  came  to  the  first  of  many  services  in  that 
dutiful  building  designed  by  Mr.  Ham.  On  May  15  the  Clerk,  Karl 
ndrews,  made  this  record  of  an  event  long  to  be  remembered: 

After  many  postponements  and  disappointments 
the  big  day  that  all  members  and  church  officers  have 
been  looking  forward  to,  has  arrived.    The  completion 
of  our  new  Sanctuary  and  the  beginning  of  a  new 
challenge  to  work  harder  for  Christ  to  win  more  souls 
for  Him. 

It  was  a  beautiful  day.   The  grounds  committee 
had  done  a  wonderful  job  on  the  grounds.  Curtis 
Crutch  field  was  handling  the  parking  problem  0.  K. 
Mr.  Brooks  had  coached  and  rehearsed  his  ushers  un- 
til they  were  ready  for  the  crowd. 

Mrs.  John  Pickett  had  the  honor  of  cutting  the 
ribbon  across  the  front  door.   The  church  was  filled 
and  overflowing  with  extra  seats  in  the  aisles  and  also 
down  at  the  front  behind  the  organ.   There  were 
eleven  or  twelve  hundred  people,  including  members 
and  visitors.   Mrs.  C.  F.  Smith,  our  choir  director, 
had  a  beautiful  music  program,  and  our  choir  should 
be  praised  for  their  message  in  songs.   Reverend  C.  F. 
Smith  preached  an  inspiring  sermon,  after  which  every 
one  went  outside  and  spread  dinner,  and  what  a 
dinner!  There  was  so  much  food  we  will  never 
forget  it. 
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On  the  margin  in  a  different  handwriting,  I  find  this  note: 

Organists:        Gladys  Garrard 
K.  Bishop 

Pianists:  Janice  Cooke 

K.  Bishop 

I The  Historical  Committee  wishes  that  we  had  on  tape  a  record  of 
hat  Gladys  Garrard  and  Kathleen  Bishop  played  on  the  organ  and  also 
hat  Janice  Cooke  and  Kathleen  Bishop  played  on  the  new  Baldwin 
ano  for  which  in  December  the  Church  had  voted  to  pay  $2 J 75. 
jfter  the  fire,  Mrs.  Gladys  Garrard  declined  to  take  any  pay  for  her 
»ork  as  pianist  or  organist. 

One  would  like  to  have  records  of  the  songs  and  anthems  sung  by 
Ite  choir  and  photographs  of  the  choir  in  their  new  robes  for  which 
ie  Church  had  appropriated  $600.  The  Clerk  makes  no  mention  of 
•je  beauty  of  the  new  building  with  its  shapely  steeple  and  weather 
i  ne  donated  by  the  Marvin  Franklin  Family,  which  is  perhaps  remi- 
iscent  of  a  church  which  the  architect  had  seen  somewhere  in  rural 
lew  England,  nor  that  the  beautiful  Baptistry  painting  was  a  gift 
Ignoring  the  late  Herbert  Kirkland  whose  family  served  Yates  Church 
tithfully  for  years.  For  many  years  now  a  picture  of  the  Church  has 
ippeared  regularly  on  the  Sunday  program,  and  it  is  also  on  the  front 
1  this  book. 

I  The  "Opening  Day  Program"  for  the  first  service  held  in  the  sanc- 
jary  we  now  worship  in  is  reproduced  on  the  following  four  pages. 
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fates  JSapttst  Cljurclj 

2819  CHAPEL  HILL  ROAD 

Burljam,  ilortfj  Carolina 


Opening  Day  Program 


Left  to  Right:  Mrs.  J.  A.  Rigsbee,  Mr.  J.  R.  Harris,  Mrs.  Richard  Pickett 
Mrs.  John  Pickett  and  Mrs.  Ed  H.  Cheek 


Sunday  Morning,  May  15,  1955 


"Let  us  be  glad  and  rejoice ,  and  give  honour  to  Him":  Rev.  1 9:7 


MORNING  WORSHP 

elude — (Organ  and  Piano)  Medley  of  Hymns 

ll  to  Worship— "Holy,  Holy,  Holy"  Max  Sficker 

iXOLOGY 

i/ocATioN  Rev.  Klein  Parkes 

sponse — "Hear  and  Answer"  Fred  B.  Holton 

fMN  No.  266 — "O  for  a  Thousand  Tongues" 
Uding  of  the  Church  Covenant 
orning  Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 

Dedication  of  Baptistry  Painting 

tlPTUREs:  Matthew  3:13-175  Matthew  28:19-20;  Acts  8:35-38 

Rev.  William  T.  Brogden 

ayer  Rev.  Edgar  Ferrell 

tmn  No.  160— "O  God  Our  Help" 

fertory — "My  Jesus  I  Love  Thee"  Gordon 

fertory  Response — "We  Give  Thee  But  Thine  Own"  Josefh  Barnby 
[them— "List!  The  Cherubic  Host"  (from— The  Holy  City)    A.  R.  Gaul 

Baritone  Soloist:  Mr.  Harry  Cashwell 

drning  Message — "Lesc  We  Forget!"  Rev.  Charles  F.  Smith 

Vitation  Anthem — "Only  a  Step  to  Jesus"  W.  H.  Doane 

(Arranged  by  W.  Hines  Simms) 

nediction    J.  Marvin  Franklin,  Chm.  Deacons  Board 

;:sponse  to  Benediction— "The  Lord  Bless  You  and  Keep  You" 

Peter  C.  Lutkin 

stlude— "Zion  Stands  with  Hills  Surrounded"  Thomas  Kelly 

Organist — Mrs.  E.  D.  Garrard 
Pianist — Mrs.  Carl  Bishop 
Choir  Director — Mrs.  Emily  C.  Smith 


Sunday  Evening,  May  15,  1955 

"But  He  was  wounded  for  our  transgressions,  He  was  bruised  for  our 
iniquities:  the  chastisement  of  our  fcace  was  ufon  Him;  and  with  His 
strifes  we  are  healed"    I?aiah  53:5. 


EVENING  WORSHIP 

Prelude — "Recessional"  .  .  .   DeKoven 

"Day  Is  Dying  in  the  West"      .  .    Sherurin 

Hymn  No.  389— "The  Light  of  the  World  Is  Jesus" 

Prayer  for  Those  in  Armed  Services 

Hymn  No.  344— "We're  Marching  to  Zion" 

Massed  Choirs — "Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic"  Julia  Ward  Howe 

(Music  arranged  by  F^y  Ringwald,  for  Fred  Waring  (  horal  Group) 

Oefertory — "Sun  of  My  Soul"  Henley 


F  A  r  T  I  5  M  A  I.  SERVICE 

Hymn  No.  i34-"OHapP\  Day" 

lord's  supper 
Postlude — "Take  the  Name  of  Jesus  with  You"  Doanc 


Organist — MRS.  Cam.  Br- hop 
Pianist — Mus.  Rickman  Tharmncton 
Curst  Pianists — Miss  Jamcf  Cooke,  Miss  Cakoi  Kinfs 


"/  will  both  lay  me  down  m  fcace  and  sUcf:  for  Thou,  Lord,  only 
makest  me  dwell  in  safety."    Psalm  4 :8. 


OPEN  HOUSE  PROGRAM 


The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  the  Church  invites  you  to  a 
program  of  Music  from  5:00  until  7:00  P.M.  Refreshments  will 
be  served. 

Organists:  Miss  Judy  Moore,  Mr.  Jon  Jones.  Pianists:  Miss 
Phyllis  Bennett,  Miss  Delores  Hall,  Miss  Neva  Check,  Miss  Betty 
Mallard,  Miss  Margaret  Mallard,  Miss  Janice  Cooke,  Miss  Ann  Ray, 
Miss  Rebecca  Stone.  Vocal  Soloists:  Mr.  Ronnie  Strickland,  Rev.  Edgar 
Ferrell,  Mrs.  Edgar  Ferrell,  Miss  Pat  Gwaltney,  Mr.  Harry  Cashwell, 
Miss  Linda  Bishop,  Mrs.  V.  A.  Shore  and  Mrs.  H.  VV.  Pickett,  Jr. 

Chimes:  The  electronic  chimes  that  you  will  hear  today  have  been 
installed  by  the  Schulmerich  Carillons  Inc.,  as  a  demonstration.  These 
chimes  may  be  played  from  records  on  a  set  hour  or  hours  of  each 
day  automatically.  They  may  be  played,  also,  from  the  key  board 
of  the  organ.  The  cost  of  the  complete  installation  is  approximately 
$2,600.00.  There  could  be  no  finer  memorial  gift  than  these  chimes. 
If  some  family  group  or  some  group  within  the  Church  would  desire 
to  undertake  this  we  will  be  happy  to  hear  from  them. 

Notice:  We  do  not  purpose  to  make  any  acknowledgments  of 
special  gifts  today,  nor  of  the  work  of  the  various  committees.  Within 
a  few  days  a  special  booklet  will  be  available  containing  pictures  of  the 
services  today  with  acknowledgments  and  a  roll  of  the  Church  Mem- 
bership. We  will  need  to  offer  thanks  to  many  through  the  medium 
of  that  booklet. 


1955  -  1977 


In  the  minute  books  of  the  1950s  and  1960s  we  find  numerous 
ications  of  new  activities  that  would  have  amazed  the  thirty-one 
rter  members.  These  activities  are  recorded  not  only  in  the  Clerk's 
idwriting  but  also  in  monthly  mimeographed  financial  statements  of 
3ipts  and  expenditures.  These  make  it  clear  that  among  the  eight 
idred  and  more  members  (on  August  31,  1958,  the  number  was 
>)  there  were  experienced  business  and  professional  men  who  were 
lging  to  the  management  of  the  Church's  financial  affairs  the  same 
iert  knowledge  and  skills  they  were  giving  to  their  own  financial 
iirs. 

During  the  1950s  progress  in  the  facilities  and  the  Church's  role 
the  community  was  steady.  The  beautiful  Baptistry  painting  was  a 

from  the  relatives  of  Herbert  Kirkland.  He  and  his  family  served 
:es  Church  for  many  years.  In  1955  Wake  Forest  students  were 
ployed  to  take  a  census  of  the  Yates  Community.  This  information 
ved  to  be  a  valuable  aid  in  the  outreach  ministry  of  the  Church, 
d  in  1958  the  Church  began  publishing  and  mailing  to  its  members 

weekly  newspaper,  Angelos.  (The  title  has  since  been  changed  to 
j  Messenger.) 

In  September,  1958,  when  the  Church  sold  for  $10,000  a  building 
longer  in  use  as  a  parsonage,  the  money  was  promptly  used  to  re- 
uce  the  Church's  indebtedness.    In  the  Church's  budget  for  1958- 
S9-,  $21,000  of  the  total  ($75,000)  was  allocated  to  the  debt.  The 
uary,  1959,  financial  statement  gives  the  Church's  total  indebted- 


S  as  $30,986.76.     Two  months  later  the  figure  was  down  to 
5,310.04.    Yet  when  later  in  that  year  the  Church  was  offered  the 
5.  Massey  house  and  lot  adjoining  the  Church's  property  for  $25,000, 
/as  decided  to  borrow  the  purchase  price  rather  than  lose  the  oppor- 
ity  to  secure  a  valuable  property  which  might  be  used  as  a  parsonage 
or  some  other  church  activity. 
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In  April,  1959,  the  Pastor,  Reverend  Fred  Tumblin,  appointed  a 
j-range  planning  committee  (fifteen  to  twenty  years).  On  Novem- 
20,  1963,  while  Reverend  Ray  K.  Hodge  was  Pastor,  the  committee 
Tiitted  its  final  detailed  recommendations  "for  the  completion  and 
rovement  of  the  Church's  facilities."     The  Church  promptly 
iorized  the  finance  committee  to  secure  a  loan  for  $52,475.50  (the 
mittee's  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  improvements)  so  that  the 
imittee's  recommendations  could  be  promptly  implemented.  In 
ember  of  the  following  year  (1964)  the  value  of  the  Church's 
)erty   was   (for   insurance  purposes)  estimated  at:  building, 
5,000;  contents,  $17,500. 

|  For  an  account  of  the  crisis  facing  the  Church  in  November, 
3,  when  Rev.  Fred  Tumblin  resigned  to  become  Pastor  of  the 
bwship  Baptist  Church,  see  the  sketch  of  Mr.  Tumblin  in  Part 
pur  Pastors. 

After  the  resignation  of  Reverend  Tumblin  as  Pastor,  the  Church 
ged  as  Interim  Pastor  Dr.  E.  A.  McDowell,  a  professor  in  the 
iiheastern  Baptist  Seminary  at  Wake  Forest.  Anticipating  possible 
ble  on  Easter  Sunday,  Dr.  McDowell  called  a  meeting  of  the 
*ch  for  Wednesday  evening,  April  13,  1960.  His  own  outline  of 
address  is  printed  at  the  end  of  this  chapter  from  the  mimeo- 
>hed  copy  found  in  the  Minute  Book. 

I  Mrs.  Erma  Whittington  spoke  in  favor  of  seating  any  Negroes  who 
It  come  to  the  Church  on  Easter  Sunday,  but  there  was  some  oppo- 
i  to  Dr.  McDowell's  proposal  and  apparently  an  indisposition  on 
Dart  of  a  good  many  members  to  taking  any  action.  The  motion 
tabled.  Easter  Sunday  passed  without  incident;  but  when  the 
is  Baptist  Church  rejected  the  plea  of  its  courageous  Pastor  to 
w  the  lead  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  it  was  not  having 
)f  its  finest  hours. 

In  1969  the  Blacks  took  over  by  force  the  Duke  University  Ad- 
oration Building  and  threatened  that  unless  their  demands  were 
I  they  would  burn  the  University's  records.  It  was  about  this  time 
|a  group  of  Blacks,  obviously  bent  on  making  trouble,  came  to  our 


lurch  demanding  to  be  seated  in  a  body.  They  were  told  that  any 
dividuals  who  came  to  worship  would  be  seated  but  not  a  group  of 
Duble-makers. 

On  May  30,  1962,  the  Church  gave  final  approval  to  the  text  of 
new  Constitution  and  By-laws.  An  up-dated  version  was  approved  in 
ly,  1968.  The  Constitution  spells  out  clearly  and  in  detail  the  func- 
jns  of  the  officers  and  the  staff  and  the  duties  and  responsibilities 
the  members.  The  section  dealing  with  the  Pastor  reads  in  part  as 
Hows: 

The  Pastor  shall  be  the  spiritual  leader  and  shepherd 
of  the  Church.   His  primary  responsibilities  shall  be  preach- 
ing the  gospel,  teaching  the  Scriptures,  witnessing  to  the 
lost,  and  ministering  to  those  in  need  of  pastoral  care.  He 
shall  also  suggest  policies  and  plans  and  shall  lead  the 
Church  in  the  realization  of  goals  consistent  with  its  po- 
tential. 

Neither  the  Church,  nor  any  member  of  it,  shall 
exercise  censorship  over  the  pulpit.    The  Pastor  shall 
be  free  within  the  constraints  of  Christian  love,  to  preach 
the  truth  as  he  interprets  the  truth. 

This  brief  paragraph  describes  one  of  the  twenty-eight  standing 
mmittees  of  the  Church: 

The  Church  History  Committee  shall  consist  of  at 
least  four  persons,  equally  divided  between  men  and 
women,  and  the  Church  Clerk,  who  will  be  an  ex -officio 
member.    This  committee  shall  serve  to  gather,  organize 
and  preserve  materials  of  historical  interest  concerning 
this  church. 

On  October  27,  1965,  the  Church  voted  to  establish  a  Kinder- 
rten  and  Day  Care  Center  to  be  opened  in  the  following  year.  The 
m  of  $2,000  was  allotted  to  the  Board  of  Education,  which  would 
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jdminister  the  school,  but  the  Center  was  to  be  operated  without  ex- 
jense  to  the  Church. 

This  Center  has  operated  successfully  and  has  earned  an  excellent 
^putation  in  the  City.  Many  parents  are  willing  to  have  their  child 
laced  on  a  long  waiting  list  in  order  to  get  into  the  Center  when  an 
pening  occurs.  A  valuable  community  service  is  rendered  daily 
irough  this  effort. 

The  Parkwood  Community  Mission,  which  for  several  years  had 
een  supported  by  Yates  Church,  became  an  independent  Baptist 
:hurch  with  Reverend  Ronald  D.  Lackey  as  its  pastor  in  February 
966.  Arrangements  were  made  for  financing  a  new  church  building 
y  issuing  six  per  cent,  fourteen  and  one-half  year  mortgage  bonds 
o  the  amount  of  approximately  $133,000  handled  by  the  Fidelity 
}ank  of  Durham. 

In  April,  1970,  B.  Ray  Olive  reported  that  Parkwood  Church  was 
neeting  its  financial  obligations.  The  average  weekly  offering,  he  said, 
vas  over  $900;  enrolment  at  the  Sunday  School  was  360.  On  May  16, 
973,  it  was  voted  to  relieve  the  Parkwood  Church  of  its  $2,500 
)bligation  to  the  Yates  Baptist  Church.  By  June  of  that  year  all  of  the 
'arkwood  Church's  $100,000  bonds  had  been  sold  or  subscribed. 

On  March  4,  1970,  the  Minister  of  Education,  Reverend  Steve 
\ckerman,  recommended  that  the  Church  invite  a  group  --  an  inte- 
irated  group  --  from  C.  A.  Dillon  School  in  Butner,  North  Carolina, 
o  come  to  Yates  for  an  April  church  service.  He  explained  that  this 
vas  in  accord  with  a  reciprocal  agreement  with  the  Dillon  School 
vhich  permitted  young  people  from  Yates  to  participate  in  services  at 
he  School.  The  motion  was  carried  unanimously. 


On  September  6,  1972,  it  was  voted  to  ask  our  Black  Custodian, 
lulius  Ellison,  to  bring  the  singing  group  from  his  own  church  to  sing 
it  Yates  on  the  evening  of  October  11.  On  that  occasion  Julius  was 
ecognized  for  his  four  years  of  service  as  Custodian  at  Yates.  The 
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'ates  singers  reciprocated  by  going  to  Julius's  church  and  singing  their 
>est.  The  exchange  became  an  annual  feature  of  both  churches. 

In  the  fall  of  1972,  Reverend  Ray  K.  Hodge,  who  had  been  our 
astor  for  more  than  twelve  years,  announced  that  his  resignation  would 
jke  effect  on  December  31,  1972,  and  stated  that  he  would  become 
astor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Kinston,  North  Carolina.  As  a 
)ken  of  our  admiration  and  affection,  the  members  of  the  Church  gave 
im  a  new  Chevrolet  Impala. 

For  about  a  year  while  the  Pulpit  Committee  was  searching  for  a 
ew  Pastor,  Reverend  Aubrey  T.  Quakenbush,  Chaplain  at  the 
eterans  Hospital,  in  Durham,  served  as  Interim  Pastor.  He  did  not 
rish,  he  said,  to  be  considered  for  anything  but  a  temporary  appoint- 
ment. 

The  Pulpit  Committee -Mrs.  Carl  Bishop,  Linda  Daniel,  W.  Alfred 
'ula,  Bob  Cunningham,  Carl  Harris,  Dr.  Ed  Hobson,  and  Clifton  Walker 
recommended  as  the  new  Pastor,  Reverend  C.  Ronald  Cumbie, 
associate  Pastor  of  a  Baptist  Church  in  Panama  City,  Florida.  Mr. 
umbie  is  a  native  of  Georgia  and  a  graduate  of  Mercer  University  and 
le  Southern  Baptist  Seminary.  In  deciding  in  advance  what  salary 
lould  be  offered  the  new  Pastor,  the  Pulpit  Committee  stated  that  it 
ranted  "the  terms  and  conditions  to  attract  a  man  we  could  be  proud 
f  as  well  as  being  within  the  scope  of  our  financial  situation."  The 
nancial  arrangement  (salary,  $11,000;  housing  allowance,  $3,000; 
avel  allowance,  $1,200;  and  moving  expenses)  was,  the  Committee 
:ated,  "slightly  below  that  recommended  in  the  Biblical  Recorder 
jrvey  of  1972."  Mr.  Cumbie  and  his  family  came  to  Durham  for  a 
jception  on  September  22,  1973.  After  hearing  him  preach  on  the 
ext  day,  the  Church  voted  294  to  six  in  favor  of  calling  him  to  be  our 
ew  Pastor. 

In  August,  1973,  the  insurance  on  the  Church's  property  was 
creased  from  $325,000  to  $835,000.    In  1967  the  church  budget 
ras  set  at  $96,500;  in  1972  at  $108,000;  and  in  1976  at  $132,000. 
i  June,  1977,  the  Treasurer  stated  that  the  monthly  offerings  were 
bout  $1,000  more  than  in  1976.    All  this  suggests  the  multifarious 
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tivities  and  increased  complexity  of  a  well-managed  institution.1 
this  brief  history '  there  is  not  room  for  many  details:  repairing 
e  organ,  painting,  modernizing  the  kitchen,  establishing  a  blood 
nk,  establishing  a  scholarship  fund,  cultivating  a  rose  garden,  buying 
Dig  blue  and  white  bus,  et  cetera.  A  summary  of  the  activities  of  the 
urch  was  in  the  historical  report,  "Yates  of  Yore"  presented  on 
)mecoming  Day  in  September,  1975: 

Yates  Church  has  supported  Bible  Women  in  China,  a  Missionary 
to  China  and  also  to  Chile.  Two  Community  Missions  were  organized, 
one  of  which  is  now  Parkwood  Church.  Roll-  have  been  revised  and 
new  constitutions  drafted.  We  have  enjoyed  participation  in  numerous 
Crusades  and  Expos,  both  locally  and  in  far  away  places.  A  Day  Care 
Center  operates  and  fills  a  great  ministry  in  the  community.  Our  records 
have  been  microfilmed  for  safety  and  Church  directories  arc  available. 
.Annually,  we  hold  Senior  Citizen'-  Empha.-is  Program.-.  Bible  Schools 
and  Mission  Bible  School.-.  Worker's  Banquets  and  Deacon  Retreats. 
Our  new  and  comfortable  Church  Bus  serves  as  "wheels"  for  Young 
People  Retreats  and  other  purposeful  trips.  The  building  i-  often  used 
to  host  Mission  conference-.  A— ociational  meetings  and  Nur-e^  Gradua- 
tion services.  A  recent  Family  Conference  was  held  when  22  Yates 
couples  were  "re-married."  Building  and  ground-  renovation-,  including 
commercial  equipment  in  the  kitchen  to  enhance  and  facilitate  weekly 
Family  Nights.  A  Memorial  Rose  Garden  has  added  beauty  to  the 
South  side,  and  provided  roses  for  the  Sanctuary  and  pleasure  for  many 
ill  and  lonely  people.  The  B.  Ray  Olive  Memorial  Fund  is  available  for 
needy  projects  within  the  church.  A  Scholarship  Fund  is  available  to 
students.  Soft  Ball  teams  bring  pleasure  and  victories  to  the  young 
people.  W.  M.  U.  has  recently  undergone  revisions  and  is  de-tined  to 
more  fully  minister  its  Mission  Purpose. 


A  copy  of  the  budget  adopted  for  1978  is  printed  in  Part  III,  Historical 
Records. 
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Even  while  we  were  preparing  to  celebrate  our  Centennial,  the 
ites  Baptist  Church  was  making  plans  for  the  early  years  of  our 
:ond  century.    These  plans  are  thus  described  by  our  Pastor,  Dr. 
Ronald  Cumbie,  who  we  hope  will  live  to  see  them  fully  realized 
a  Church  with  larger  facilities  and  a  stronger  sense  of  its  mission: 

At  the  present  time  the  Long  Range  Committee  is 
studying  future  plans  and  goals  toward  which  the  Yates 
Church  continues  to  move.    Among  the  projects  under 
study  are: 

1.  the  remodeling  of  the  present  Education  Building  to 
provide  for  greater  use  of  the  Fellowship  Hall  and 
dining  area;  the  updating  of  departments  and 
classes  to  insure  the  most  effective  teaching  and 
learning  situations;  and 

2.  a  Family  Life  Center  or  Activities  Building  that 
would  provide  recreational  facilities  for  the  en- 
tire church  family. 

The  Long  Range  Committe  is  optimistic  that  the 
Yates  Church,  with  the  rich  heritage  of  a  hundred  years 
of  Christian  ministry,  will  accept  the  challenge  of  the 
next  hundred  years  to  continue  to  be  a  "light  set  upon 
a  hi/r/  that  all  men  may  know  of  our  living  Saviour, 
Jesus  Christ. 
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ADDRESS  OF  DR.  E.  A.  MCDOWELL  TO  YATES  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

On  Wednesday  Evening,  April  13,  1960 


(To  Be  Entered  In  The  Church  Minutes  As  Part  Of  The  Business  Meeting.) 

Why  this  meeting? 

A.  Reports  to  the  effect  that  Negroes  will  visit  our  church  on  Easter 
Sunday,  April  17,  1960. 

B.  My  position  on  the  race  issue  had  to  be  clarified. 

C.  The  issue  needs  to  be  settled  by  our  church  for  our  situation  and 
needs  to  be  out  in  the  open  with  everyone  understanding  the  issue. 

D.  It  is  my  hope  that  Yates  Baptist  Church  will  meet  the  issue  and 
rise  to  the  level  of  Christian  love. 

Why  seat  the  Negroes  if  they  come? 

A.  This  would  be  the  quietest  and  most  practical  solution. 

B.  Such  action  could  not  possibly  hurt  anyone. 

C.  We  cannot  afford  to  do  less  than  the  U.  S.  government.  The 
Veterans  hospital,  a  short  distance  away,  admits  people 
without  regard  to  color. 

D.  Before  the  Civil  War,  Baptist  Churches  admitted  Negroes  freely 
to  membership. 

E.  The  position  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  is  a  stand  for 
non-discrimination. 

An  excerpt  from  the  Race  Relations  report  of  1947  is  read  here. 

F.  Why  should  we  be  opposed?  There  are  only  two  conceivable  reasons 

1.  Fear? 

a.  There  is  no  fear  in  love. 

b.  Perfect  love  casteth  out  fear. 

c.  The  fear  of  intermarriage. 

2.  Hate? 

a.  Love  and  hate  are  incompatible. 

b.  Hate  is  not  a  Christian  characteristic. 

G.  It  would  be  the  Christian  thing  to  do. 
1 .      Love  in  Christianity. 

a.  Of  enemies  -  Matt.  5:  43  -  48. 

b.  I  John  3:13  -  15;  4:  7-21. 

c.  James  2:  1  -  10. 
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2.      A  practical  application  of  Christianity. 

a.  We  cannot  close  the  House  of  God  to  any  person. 
(Jesus  was  dark-skinned.  Would  we  allow  Him  to  enter?) 

b.  We  prove  our  love  by  our  deeds. 

c.  We  cannot  be  consistent  with  a  mission  program  to  Negroes 
and  others  while  mistreating  Negroes  at  home. 

d.  If  we  close  our  doors  to  people  because  of  their  race,  we, 
in  effect,  close  them  to  the  Holy  Spirit. 

If  we  keep  our  doors  open  to  all,  we  rise  to  the  level  of  love  and  open  the 
doors  to  a  new  in-filling  and  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

A.  (John  14:  15-17)  "If  ye  love  me,  keep  my  commandments. 
And  I  will  pray  the  Father,  and  he  shall  give  you  another 
Comforter,  that  He  may  abide  with  you  forever." 
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PART  TWO 


OUR  PASTORS 
OUR  INTERIM  PASTORS 
OUR  ASSOCIATE  PASTORS  AND  OTHERS 
THE  ESSENTIAL  QUALITIES  OF  A  GOOD  PASTOR 


1878 


OUR  PASTORS 
ELDER  COLUMBUS  DURHAM 


Our  Church  had  as  its  first  pastor  an  exceptionally  able  minister, 
der  Durham  was  a  leader,  an  organizer,  and  a  strict  disciplinarian. 
3  was,  in  effect,  a  zealous  missionary  leading  his  people  in  establish- 
g  new  congregations.  Yates  was  one  of  the  first  of  these.  In  1887, 
3V.  Dr.  Durham  was  elected  Secretary  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention 
id  he  served  with  distinction  in  that  capacity  until  his  death  at  the 
e  of  51  on  November  14,  1895.  One  of  his  successors  in  that  office, 
.  A.  Huggins,  noted  in  his  North  Carolina  Baptists  that  a  committee 

the  Convention  had  said  of  Columbus  Durham:  "No  other  man 
long  us  has  ever  touched  the  denominational  life  so  effectively  or  at 

many  points.  No  other  man  has  been  so  widely  or  deeply  lamented 
t  his  brethren." 

Our  information  about  some  of  our  early  pastors  is  scanty.  There 
e  seven  about  whom  we  know  almost  nothing  except  their  names: 
.  E.  Crutchfiedl,  George  J.  Dowel  I,  J.  E.  Dupree,  J.  A.  Hackney, 
M.  Hobbs,  W.  E.  Warren,  and  C.  A.  Woodson.  Dr.  George  W. 
ischal's  monumental  two— volume  History  of  North  Carolina  Baptists 
>es  not  mention  them.  Most  of  these  were  probably  students  from 
ake  Forest  College,  coming  once  a  month  to  preach  at  our  church, 
was  not  until  1911  that  preaching  went  to  twice  a  month. 

Yet  we  do  know  what  in  general  the  life  of  a  country  preacher 
as  like  in  the  1870s  and  1880s.  Edward  Eggleston's  The  Circuit 
ider:  A  tale  of  the  Heroic  Age  (1874)  is  the  classic  story  of  the 
nerant  Methodist  minister.   Eggleston  had  himself  ridden  the  circuit 

the  frontier  Middle  West.  There  are  among  us  still  a  few  men  and 
Dmen  who  remember  Baptist  ministers  with  a  pastorate  of  three 

four  country  churches  visiting  each  of  them  in  turn  and  preaching 
i  both  Saturday  and  Sunday. 
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The  roads  were  muddy  in  winter,  dusty  in  summer,  and  full  of 
its  the  year  round.  For  Elder  C.  C.  Newton,  the  journey  from  Chapel 
ill  to  Durham  was  not  the  easy  twenty  minutes'  ride  in  an  automobile 
lat  it  is  now.  For  the  country  preacher,  a  ride  on  horseback  was  more 
)mfortable  than  bouncing  up  and  down  in  a  buggy.  If  he  was  riding 
i  a  horse,  he  would  carry  in  one  of  his  saddlebags  clothing  and  other 
jcessities  for  a  stay  overnight.  In  the  other  he  would  carry  his  Bible 
id  other  religious  books  or  newspapers,  notes  for  sermons,  and  per- 
jps  some  quinine  for  a  friend  suffering  from  malaria  or  camphor  for  a 
oman  who  was  tormented  by  sick  headaches.  On  his  return  home  he 
ould  be  bringing  presents  for  his  own  family:  a  pound  cake,  a  jar  of 
)ney,  or  perhaps  some  fresh  apples  or  peaches  and  some  stick  candy 
I  his  children  —  maybe  even  a  country  ham! 

The  pastor  would  often  spend  Saturday  night  with  one  of  the 
jacons  who  kept  a  watchful  eye  over  the  flock  or  perhaps  with  a 
ember  in  need  of  counsel  or  consolation.  The  family  with  whom  he 
•ent  the  night  would  no  doubt  ask  him  to  conduct  family  worship, 
lat  would  be  a  memorable  experience  for  the  children.  For  Robert 
jrns  there  was  something  "peculiarly  venerable"  about  the  phrase 
_et  us  worship  God."  In  "The  Cotter's  Saturday  Night"  he  pictured 
ie  father  as  reading  from  the  big  hall-Bible,  once  his  own  father's  pride: 

And,  "Let  us  worship  God,"  he  says  with  solemn  air. 

The  country  church  was  often  cold  in  winter,  and  sometimes  the 
istor  cut  short  his  sermon  on  that  account.  In  summer  the  church 
as  often  very  hot.  From  the  pulpit  the  minister  could  see  women 
aving  their  palm  leaf  fans,  and  I  fear  too  often  his  sermon  was 
jnctuated  by  the  sound  of  crying  babies.  There  was  no  church  nur- 
ry  in  those  days.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  Baptist  preachers  have  been 
lown  to  resort  to  yelling,  especially  when  they  found  that  the  congre- 
ition  was  not  listening?  Most  country  churches  in  those  far-off  days 
id  no  organ  or  piano.  In  the  eyes  of  some  church  members  the  use  of 
iese  instruments  was  sinful.  It  was  often  the  minister  himself  with 
ning  fork  in  hand  who  led  the  singing. 

The  country  preacher  had  had  perhaps  a  year  or  two  in  college 
d  possibly  a  year  or  more  at  the   Southern    Baptist   Seminary  at 
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iuisville,  Kentucky.  He  had  perhaps  read  Thompson's  The  Land  and 
I  Book,  but  he  had  only  dreamed  of  seeing  the  Holy  Land  with  his 
m  eyes.  He  had  at  hand  no  Interpreter's  Bible  in  many  volumes;  but 
I  knew  his  Bible  perhaps  better  than  some  pastors  who  have  an  ample 
pply  of  religious  books  and  magazines. 


By  modern  standards  the  training  of  our  early  pastors  was  hardly 
equate,  but  they  were  learning  by  combining  study  with  practice, 
d  that  method  is  modern.  Some  of  these  eligible  young  bachelors 
tracted  considerable  attention  from  the  young  women,  and  some  of 
e  young  preachers  found  their  wives  in  the  congregation  of  Yates.  If 
was  fortunate,  the  young  preacher  chose  as  a  wife  a  woman  who 
uld  forward  his  career  by  teaching  or  singing  or  even  directing  the 
oir.  Some  of  the  wives  of  our  Yates  pastors  were  gifted.  Mrs.  C. 
irl  Byrd  reorganized  and  put  new  life  into  the  Women's  Missionary 
lion.  Mrs.  Charles  F.  Smith  directed  the  Yates  choir.  Mrs.  Ray 
pdge  had  a  beautiful  voice,  and  many  of  us  still  remember  the  duet 
lich  she  sang  with  Mac  Stribling. 

Our  pastors  no  doubt  studied  the  three  Pastoral  Epistles:  St. 
:ul's  letter  to  Titus  and  his  two  letters  to  Timothy.  Titus  and 
imothy  were  his  proteges,  young  preachers  whom  he  trained  and  from 
horn  he  expected  much.  To  Timothy  he  wrote:  "Now  a  bishop  must 
•  above  reproach,  married  only  once,  temperate,  sensible,  dignified, 
)spitable,  an  apt  teacher,  no  drunkard,  not  violent  but  gentle,  and  no 
s/er  of  money."  To  these  qualities  he  added  in  his  letter  to  Titus: 
lover  of  goodness,  master  of  himself,  holy,  and  self-controlled." 
his  second  letter  to  Timothy  St.  Paul  cautioned  the  young  minister: 
4ave  nothing  to  do  with  stupid,  senseless  controversies;  you  know 
ley  breed  quarrels."  To  Titus  he  wrote:  "Show  yourself  in  all 
spects  a  model  of  good  deeds,  and  in  your  teaching  show  integrity, 
avity,  and  sound  speech  that  cannot  be  censured." 

It  was  a  high  and  difficult  ideal  that  the  great  Apostle  held  aloft 
his  young  friends  and  to  all  who  since  then  have  preached  the  gospel 
Christ.     As  our  young  pastors  read  and  pondered  the  Pastoral 
^istles,  they  no  doubt  remembered  that  St.  Paul  himself  was  "a  model 
good  deeds"  as  well  as  a  great  preacher.  They  did  their  best,  we  may 
!  sure,  to  live  up  to  the  ideal  and  the  example  that  St.  Paul  had  set 
r  them. 
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For  the  best  of  our  almost  forgotten  pastors  -William  S.  Olive,  for 
ample  --  we  can  think  of  no  finer  tribute  than  the  well— known  lines 
hich  our  young  preachers  no  doubt  read  in  their  English  classes)  from 
)ldsmith's  "The  Deserted  Village": 

A  man  he  was  to  all  the  country  dear, 

And  passing  rich  with  forty  pounds  a  year; 

Remote  from  towns  he  ran  his  godly  race, 

Nor  e'er  had  changed,  nor  wished  to  change  his  place  ... 

At  church,  with  meek  and  unaffected  grace, 
His  looks  adorned  the  venerable  place; 
Truth  from  his  lips  prevailed  with  double  sway, 
And  fools,  who  came  to  scoff,  remained  to  pray. 


1881       ELDER  HENRY  W.  NORRIS 

Elder  Norris,  a  native  of  Holly  Springs,  is  thus  described  by 
irland  A.  Hendricks  in  his  Biography  of  a  Country  Church:  "He  was 
niddle-aged  man,  stood  about  five  feet,  ten  inches  tall,  and  wore  long 
lying  chin  whiskers.  He  was  interested  in  county  politics,  was  a  high- 
respected  citizen,  a  mild  mannered  man,  and  highly  refined." 

In  1883  he  became  pastor  of  the  Olive  Chapel  Church. 


1882     ELDER  A.  D.  HUNTER 

Elder  Hunter  was  the  schoolmaster  at  the  Olive  Chapel  school, 
lich  specialized  in  foreign  languages,  advanced  mathematics,  and 
her  subjects  required  for  students  desiring  a  college  education.  When 
decided  to  go  away  to  the  Seminary  to  prepare  himself  for  the 
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nistry,  the  Olive  Chapel  Church  took  over  the  school. 


In  his  later  life,  Elder  Hunter  left  the  ministry  and  went  into 
litics.    He  tragically  ended  his  own  life  by  suicide. 


1884  -  1887       WILLIAM  S.  OLIVE 

For  the  year  1884  the  Church  offered  Elder  Christopher  Colum- 
s  Newton  $150  to  serve  as  the  Yates  pastor.  When  the  Church  re— 
ved  no  reply  to  its  offer,  it  turned  to  Wake  Forest  College  and 
ered  the  position  to  a  young  ministerial  student,  William  S.  Olive, 

0  would  not  be  ordained  until  the  following  year.  Olive  was  to  be 
d  $100  plus  his  railroad  expenses.  He  was  probably  wise  not  to 
ht  the  mud  and  ruts  of  unpaved  roads  which  often  prevented  the 
jntry  preacher  from  arriving  on  time.  Yet  coming  to  Durham  by 
in  involved  changing  trains  in  Raleigh  with  long  waits  coming  and 
ng. 

The  minute  books  tell  us  all  too  little  about  this  remarkable  young 
in.  He  was,  we  know,  a  lover  of  music;  and  it  was  at  his  urging  that 

1  Church  voted  to  buy  "singing  books.  .  .as  far  as  the  money  on 
id  would  go/'  The  minute  books  also  tell  us  that  he  found  it  diffi- 
It  to  collect  his  salary  (later  raised  to  $130)  and  was  not  paid  in  full 
til  he  had  left  the  Yates  Baptist  Church.  In  his  four  years  in  our 
jrch  the  young  minister  must  have  learned  a  great  deal  about  the 
my  duties  and  opportunities  of  a  country  preacher;  and  he  must 
/e  had  a  kindly  feeling  for  the  members  of  our  church,  for  in  1891 
married  one  of  them,  Annie  Eliza  Carlton. 

William  Olive  had  grown  to  manhood  in  the  Olive  Chapel  neigh— 
rhood  near  Apex  in  Wake  County.  Baptized  into  Olive  Chapel 
urch  as  a  lad  of  thirteen  and  an  awkward,  strapping  youth  at  sixteen 
dreamed  of  daring  adventures.  He  often  said  he  knew  at  thirteen 
3t  he  was  called  into  the  ministry,  and  he  was  an  apt  scholar  at 
ive  Chapel's  Merritt's  School.  In  those  days  bids  were  taken  for  the 
(ton's  job  each  year,  and  as  a  young  man  Olive  shrewdly  underbid 
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thers  in  order  to  get  the  job.  He  began  a  lifelong  ministry  in  his  home 
□mmunity.  He  was  noted  for  caring  for  those  alienated  from  society, 
nd  had  great  success  in  converting  "moonshiners"  who  came  from  the 
western  part  of  the  state  to  set  up  business  on  the  wooded  ridges  near 
Hive  Chapel. 

After  four  years  at  Wake  Forest  and  two  at  the  Seminary  in 
ouisville  he  became  pastor  of  the  Olive  Chapel  Baptist  Church,  and 
e  served  in  that  capacity  from  1894  to  1926.  He  is  one  of  the  cen— 
al  figures  in  Biography  of  a  Country  Church,  written  by  Garland  A. 
endricks,  who  was  one  of  the  later  pastors  of  that  church.  Olive  was  a 
lan  of  many  talents.  He  taught  school,  managed  his  father's  farm,  and 
We  concerts.  For  years  he  led  the  singing  in  church  using  only  a  tun— 
ig  fork.  When  the  Sunday  School  offered  to  give  the  Olive  Chapel  a 
bmp  organ,  Mrs.  Temperance  Lawrence  marched  to  the  front,  faced 
ie  congregation,  and  spoke  her  mind:  "We  have  enjoyed  the  blessings 
f  the  Lord  without  any  such  instrument  of  Satan  in  our  church.  I 
bn't  see  how  it  has  become  so  important  to  have  one  now."  The 
lurch  accepted  the  gift,  and  though  Sister  Lawrence  went  home  weep- 
g,  she  was  in  her  place  in  Sunday  School  the  following  Sunday. 

Dr.  W.  C.  Tyree  wrote  for  the  Religious  Herald  an  article  about 
e  Olive  Chapel  Church  which  attracted  the  attention  of  S.  R.  Winters 
ho  paid  the  community  a  visit  and  published  in  the  Country  Gentle- 
Jan  an  article  entitled  "An  Ideal  Country  Preacher."  Of  William  Olive 
I  wrote: 

He  is  the  only  full— time,  resident  rural  minister  in 
rural  North  Carolina;  his  parish  represents  the  only  re- 

Iligious  denomination  in  a  community  of  one  thousand 
people;  the  Sunday  School  with  a  membership  of  four 
hundred  and  twenty-five,  is  the  only  first  class  one  in 
the  State,  as  accredited  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Con- 
vention; and  ninety  per  cent  of  the  adults  within  a 
radius  of  ten  miles  of  the  church  are  members. 

ihen  Wake  Forest  College  conferred  upon  William  Olive  the  honorary 
'pgree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity,  a  member  of  the  faculty  said  of  him"l 
oubt  if  any  graduate  of  Wake  Forest  in  its  long  history  has  made 
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[greater  contribution  in  real  human  values  than  has  William  S.  Olive." 
|t  is  interesting  to  note  here  that  the  Bunn  Olive-Missionary  to  China- 
I  long  supported  by  Yates  Church  was  influenced  by  William  Olive  to 
kfcome  a  missionary.) 


1888     CHRISTOPHER  COLUMBUS  NEWTON 

During  Newton's  one-year  tenure  at  the  Yates  Baptist  Church,  he 
l|lt  the  call  to  go  as  a  missionary  to  Africa.  There  Newton  and  his 
ilife  both  died  of  a  fever  which  took  the  lives  of  so  many  earlier 
rjssionaries  who  went  to  Africa.  He  was  buried  at  sea  off  the  African 
[fast.  Newton  was  such  a  gentle,  warm-hearted  leader  that  his  work 
I  Africa  had  wonderfully  prospered  in  a  short  time.  He  was  beloved 
|  the  people  at  Yates.  Parents  named  their  children  for  him  (one, 
^present  member,  is  Carey  Newton  Pickett).  The  Foreign  Mission 
jurnal  mourned  the  "great  loss  of  so  strong  a  Joshua  in  Israel." 


1899        J.  C.  OWENS 

The  Rev.  J.  C.  Owens  (the  title  of  "Elder"  was  no  longer  used) 
V3S  energetic  and  enthusiastic  to  the  point  that  while  pastor  at  Yates, 
1  also  served  as  pastor  to  churches  at  West  Durham,  Raleigh,  and 
(reedmoor.  These  churches,  he  said,  paid  him  three  times  as  much  as 
1  needed  to  live  on;  so  he  solicited  the  help  of  two  other  Wake  Forest 
wdents,  and  the  three  of  them  supported  a  missionary  in  China  while 
III  in  college.  In  1900,  following  his  year  at  Yates  he  went  to  China. 
I  1950  Owens,  once  again  in  the  pulpit  at  Yates,  told  us  about  his 
jjrvice  as  missionary  in  China  and  as  a  pioneering  Baptist  minister  in 
1e  state  of  Washington  when  Southern  Baptists  were  enlarging  their 
Jakes  in  the  Western  states. 
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1900     JOHN  H.  VERNON 


Mr.  Vernon  was  a  voice  instructor  who  also  served  as  pastor  at 
tes.  He  is  described  as  an  ardent  visitor,  coming  to  the  field  on 
ekends  early  and  staying  late. 


1919      L.  E.  M.  FREEMAN 

Dr.  Freeman,  who  taught  the  Bible  at  Meredith  College,  found 
ne  to  serve  on  weekends  as  pastor  of  various  Baptist  churches.  He 
jne  to  the  field  early  on  Saturdays,  spending  the  night  with  various 
|mbers  of  the  Church.  Children  in  whose  homes  he  visited  cherish 
tcious  memories  of  Dr.  Freeman  reading  and  interpreting  the  Scrip- 
ts and  conducting  family  devotions.  In  1932  Dr.  Freeman  returned 
jYates  to  take  the  leading  part  in  the  dedication  of  the  new  brick 
jlding  (burned  in  December,  1946).  Dr.  Freeman  and  his  wife  now 
§77)  live  in  the  Durham  Methodist  Retirement  Home.  He  is  98  years 
I  just  two  years  younger  than  the  Yates  Baptist  Church,  but  he  is  a 
l^ughtful  scholar  who  reads  in-depth  books.  He  still  exercises  his 
;:ing  privileges  and  does  not  hesitate  to  express  his  opinion  on  current 
mts. 

I 


1920  -  1921     GEORGE  N.  HARWARD 

We  remember  the  Harwards  for  their  outstanding  work  with  young 
Dple  in  the  Church.  Under  their  leadership  attendance  in  the  Sunday 
lool  increased  so  much  that  four  separate  rooms  in  the  Parsonage 
ijre  used  for  classes.  In  her  talks  about  missionaries  in  many  parts  of 
!  world  Mrs.  Harward  made  effective  use  of  her  large  collection  of 
iirld  dolls. 
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1923      J.  H.  BRENDELL 


The  1920's  were  a  period  of  phenomenal  growth  for  the  city  of 
Durham,  which  now  listed  42,000  souls;  200  of  these  were  members 
3f  the  Yates  Baptist  Church.  Brendell  proposed  the  creation  of  a  new 
:hurch  building.  The  white  frame  building,  with  the  help  of  the  Par- 
sonage, had  served  the  Church  well;  but  both  the  Pastor  and  the 
members  agreed  that  it  was  time  to  improve  the  housing  of  the  congre- 
gation. John  Pickett  and  Sons  were  the  contractors  who  constructed 
;he  beautiful  brick  building  which  served  the  Church  admirably  until 
t  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  December,  1946. 


1925  -  1944      C.  EARL  BYRD 

In  1925,  the  year  Earl  Byrd  became  our  Pastor,  the  Yates  Baptist 
Church  was  described  in  the  minutes  of  the  Mt.  Zion  Association  as 
'quite  a  progressive  church."  Of  the  new  Pastor  the  Association  said: 

Brother  C.  E.  Byrd  —  with  his  good  and  progressive 
and  spirited  wife  is  now  pastor  of  Yates  Baptist  Church 
.  .  .  both  are  young  and  active  .  .  .  well  prepared  in  body 
and  mind  to  do  efficient  service  and  there  is  no  reason 
why  this  church  —  ere  soon  —  with  all  its  advantages 
and  opportunities  should  not  become  a  GREAT  AND 
STUPENDOUS  POWER  FOR  GOOD  to  the  Kingdom 
of  God  and  His  Christ. 

That  was  a  forecast  difficult  for  any  young  couple  to  live  up  to. 
Yet  in  1932,  a  newspaper  reporter  would  write: 

Rev.  C.  Earl  Byrd  has  been  pastor  of  the  church 
for  the  past  eight  years.   During  this  period  the 
memberhip  of  the  church  has  more  than  doubled, 
while  the  financial  status  is  more  than  three  times 
the  strength  of  what  it  was  at  the  time  of  his 
coming. 
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When  Byrd  became  Pastor,  preaching  went  from  half-time  to  full- 
time;  that  is,  from  two  weekends  to  four.  A  unified  budget  was 
adopted,  and  prayer  services  on  Wednesday  evenings  were  inaugurated. 
A  building  fund  for  a  new  Sunday  School  plant  was  established;  and 
;ince,  before  the  plan  became  a  reality,  fire  destroyed  the  church,  the 
noney  was  probably  used  on  the  present  Sunday  School  plant.  Re— 
:orded  in  the  minutes  for  1942  is  a  revival  service  when  42  persons 
were  admitted  to  the  Church.   By  1944  membership  had  risen  to  400. 

Under  the  capable  leadership  of  Mrs.  W.  E.  (Lyda)  Wells,  a  pro- 
gressive Sunday  School  was  organized  in  1925.  The  basement  of  the 
phurch  was  departmentalized  for  classes.  Community  services  initiated 
by  Mrs.  Byrd  were  tasks  such  as  work  with  women  in  jails.  There  was 
an  annual  picnic  at  the  County  Home  until  finally  the  Home  closed  its 
doors.  The  Church,  through  the  generosity  of  Mrs.  C.  N.  Harris,  was 
able  to  pay  the  salary  of  a  missionary  in  China.  The  missionary  chosen 
yvas  Rev.  L.  Bunn  Olive,  who  has  been  called  a  "Christian  Giant." 
When  he  was  on  furlough,  he  visited  the  Yates  Church  and  forged  a  link 
oetween  the  Church  and  foreign  missions.  The  Church  also  assumed 
the  salary  of  a  Bible  woman  in  China. 

Mrs.  Byrd  was  a  well-prepared  minister's  wife.  She  was  so  much 
n  demand  that  one  year  she  taught  125  mission  study  courses.  She 
was  a  writer,  too,  writing  the  scripts  for  dramatic  productions.  The 
White  Christmases  are  especially  remembered.  After  the  play  members 
Drought  gifts  of  food  for  the  needy  wrapped  in  white  and  laid  them  on 
the  altar. 

Under  Mrs.  Byrd's  capable  direction  a  new  Woman's  Missionary 
Union  with  eight  members  came  into  being.  There  were  200  wide- 
awake members  in  the  newly  organized  Baptist  Young  People's  Union. 
The  Sunday  School  at  Yates  was  the  second  to  win  the  Association's 
coveted  "Standard  A— 1  Award."  The  Sunday  School  attendance  grew 

to  such  proportions  that  the  Hut  was  constructed  for  extra  classrooms. 

. 

C.  Earl  Byrd  was  our  Pastor  for  nineteen  years,  almost  one-fifth 
of  the  lifetime  of  the  Church.  In  1976  he  was  honored  with  recogni- 
tion at  the  Sunday  service  and  the  installation  of  a  Sun  Dial  in  the 
Church's  Memorial  Rose  Garden. 
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1945  -  1950  TRUETTCOX 


When  Truett  Cox  accepted  the  offer  of  the  Yates  pastorate,  he 
ppulated  that  on  Sundays  there  should  be  an  evening  service  as  well 
Is  a  morning  service.    Under  Cox's  leadership  the  Church  made  great 
progress.    In  1945  the  church  budget  was  $10,000.   By  the  time  he 
esigned  the  pastorate  in  1950  the  budget  had  more  than  tripled, 
"he  old  church  building  was  remodeled  and  a  Hammond  organ 
nstalled.    A  new  heating  system  was  installed  also.  An  every-member 
tanvass  was  conducted  in  the  fall  of  1946  for  the  purpose  of  enlist- 
ing the  talents  of  all  the  members.    In  June,  1946,  Miss  Flora  Lloyd 
jnow  Mrs.  H.  W.  Pickett,  Jr.)  was  employed  as  Music  Director  at  $20 
I  week.    When  she  left  to  return  to  school,  her  place  was  filled  by 
/Irs.  James  Ginther.    In  December,  1948,  the  Church  requested  dis- 
missal from  the  Mount  Zion  Association  in  order  to  join  the  newly 
organized  Durham  Association,  now  the  Yates  Baptist  Association. 

In  April,  1947,  The  Pastor  appointed  a  committee  to  see  a— 
>out  forming  a  Boy  Scout  troup.  In  August  Philip  Pickett  was  approved 
is  Scout  Master  and  R.  B.  Hardister  as  Assistant  Scout  Master.  In 
:ebruary,  1948  a  committee  was  appointed  to  make  plans  for  a 
Vacation  Bible  School. 

Mrs.  Meriam  Cox  was  a  very  capable  pastor's  wife.  When  she 
!»ecame  president  of  the  Missionary  Union  in  1948,  she  displayed 
reat  skill  in  expediting  the  business  of  the  Union.  Meriam  Cox  was 
ijlso  the  best  cook  in  the  neighborhood.  She  taught  many  of  the  younq 
vives  new  recipes  and  showed  them  how  to  pull  and  shape  fancy  mints, 
im  Ginther  and  Miss  Flora  Lloyd,  who  lived  with  the  pastor's  family, 
eported  that  with  the  pastor's  three  sons,  Ben,  Gene,  and  Hank,  it 
Vas  sometines  like  a  three-ring  circus.  The  word  went  around  also 
hat  although  Truett  Cox  didn't  believe  in  dancing,  he  sure  could  belt 
|iif  those  hymns  on  the  piano  by  ear  in  GREAT  JAZZ  TIME! 

In  the  fall  of  1946  members  of  the  Yates  Baptist  Church  felt 
fiat,  with  Truett  Cox  as  their  Pastor  and  all  church  activities  improv- 
ing, they  had  little  to  worry  about.  And  then  on  December  22,  just 
hree  days  before  Christmas,  they  were  greeted  by  clouds  of  smoke 
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billowing  upward  into  the  icy  air.  The  Church  building  was  on  fire! 
Couples  with  babes  in  arms  stood  on  the  Pastorium  porch  and  wept. 
The  Durham  fire  department  answered  the  call,  but  there  was  no 
hydrant  near  enough  to  enable  the  firemen  to  stop  the  flames.  Only 
the  Hut  remained,  and  it  had  received  some  scorch  scars.  The  evening 
Service  was  held  in  the  Hope  Valley  School  building,  where  for  the 
fiext  twenty  and  a  half  months  makeshift  facilities  served  to  convert 
school  into  church,  and  services  in  every  area  were  continued.  A 
puilding  committee  was  appointed,  and  under  the  capable  leadership 
of  Truett  Cox  plans  were  being  made  for  a  new  and  improved  place 
bf  worship.  The  Pastor  flew  to  Nashville  to  confer  with  the  Buildings 
Department  of  Southern  Baptist  Convention  headquarters.  In  spite  of 
opposition  from  a  few  members  who  lost  their  argument  to  "wait 
until  prices  come  down  to  build,"  the  membership  elected  to  proceed. 
The  pastor's  strong  leadership  and  encouragement  led  the  people  into 
building  an  adequate  Education  plant  and  into  making  plans  for  the 
□eautiful  Sanctuary.  Although  almost  four  years  of  Mr.  Cox's  ministry 
were  conducted  without  the  use  of  a  formal  Sanctuary,  he  ministered 
Well  under  improvised  conditions.  The  Hut  became  a  very  popular 
place.  It  was  used  for  prayer  meetings,  socials,  suppers,  and  study 
bourses.  A  handsome  drawing  of  the  "dream  church"  was  placed  on 
ithe  wall  where  it  could  be  viewed  at  every  meeting.  Funerals  were,  of 
necessity,  held  in  local  funeral  homes.  Weddings  were  in  the  bride's 
home  or  in  the  Pastorium.  Although  wartime  shortages  of  materials 
somewhat  impeded  progress,  slowly  but  surely  construction  of  the 
Education  Plant  moved  along.  Upon  its  completion,  the  Church  re- 
joiced to  be  able,  once  again,  to  come  together  for  worship  in  the 
auditorium  of  the  new  building. 

Building  was  not  to  be  the  singular  goal  of  the  church;  projects 
began  which  today  are  still  bearing  fruit.  One  such  project  was  the 
"Charles  Howard  Fund."  Weekend  conferences  for  college  students 
were  held  in  the  Education  building,  and  following  these  experiences 
of  sharing  between  students  and  members,  Sunday  School  classes 
adopted  needy  student  families  and  helped  them  complete  their  edu- 
cation. Many  of  these  students  were  enrolled  in  Campbell  College. 
One  student  mentioned  in  the  minutes  by  name  is  Ruby  Lee  Davis, 
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I/ho  was  appropriated  the  sum  of  $275  to  enable  her  to  complete 
^r  work  at  Meredith  College.  Some  of  these  students,  now  pastors, 
jave  been  called  to  serve  churches  in  the  Yates  Association,  and  they 
fe  anxious  to  send  word  back  to  folks  at  Yates  that  it  was  the 
fenerosity  of  Yates  members  that  saw  them  through  their  education. 

i  Truett  Cox  is  probably  best  remembered  for  his  resolution  made 
arly  in  his  Yates  ministry  to  visit  in  the  home  of  every  resident  mem- 
ier.  These  visits  created  a  new  camaraderie  among  the  church  members. 
I  family-type  church  began  reaching  out  to  make  Yates  more  of  a 
bmmunity  church.  He  was  a  forceful  preacher  and  was  called  on  by 
fie  Associational  Missionary  to  help  in  the  establishment  of  other 
purches.  Two  of  these  were  Calvary  and  Westwood  churches.  In  the 
[tate  Convention  meetings  he  was  bold  in  expressing  his  views  on 
eparation  of  Church  and  State  when  a  question  of  accepting  govern- 
ment funds  arose.  By  1950  the  property  value  of  Yates  had  increased 
b  $157,500.00. 

I  In  July,  1949,  Rev.  Truett  Cox  offered  his  resignation.  The  mem- 
ers  voted  208  to  10  to  reject  his  resignation.  In  September,  1950,  Mr. 
Ijox  once  again  offered  his  resignation.  It  was,  with  many  regrets, 
ccepted  at  this  time  to  take  effect  on  December  31,  1950. 

By  this  time  the  value  of  the  property  of  Yates  Church  had  increased 
)  $157,500. 
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1951  -  1956     CHARLES  FRED  SMITH 


The  Yates  Baptist  Church  was  once  more  without  a  pastor.  This 
lime  we  chose  as  interim  pastor  a  teacher  in  the  Hope  Valley  School, 
[he  parents  of  his  students  from  the  Church  were  so  much  impressed 
)y  what  their  children  had  to  say  about  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  that  they 
irged  his  appointment.  He  became  our  supply  pastor  at  a  sal- 
iry  of  $250.00  a  month.  On  April  15,  1951,  the  Pulpit  Committee 
ecommended  that  Mr.  Smith  be  elected  full-time  Pastor.  The  con- 
jugation voted  unanimously  to  elect  him.  Mr.  Smith  was  a  scholar 
jmd  an  eloquent  interpreter  of  the  gospel.  Mrs.  Smith  was  elected 
lull-time  Secretary  and  Music  Director.  She  organized  several  choirs. 
Orchestras  were  organized;  classes  in  the  use  of  various  musical  instru- 
ments were  taught;  and  musical  dramas  were  presented.  Through  her 
Influence,  an  electronic  organ  and  a  Baldwin  piano  were  purchased. 
)n  May  15,  1955,  the  Sanctuary  was  dedicated  with  more  than  eight 
lundred  men  and  women  who  enjoyed  music  such  as  had  seldom  been 
leard  in  a  Durham  church.  On  June  18,  1955  the  first  wedding  cere- 
nony  in  the  new  Sanctuary  was  performed  by  Mr.  Smith.  The  young 
ouple  uniting  in  marriage  was  Barbara  Mize  and  Clifton  Walker. 

Under  Charles  Smith's  leadership  the  Church  membership  rose  to 
)33.  A  church  mission  was  established  at  Gibsonville.  On  the  Pastor's 
ecommendation  the  church  established  a  weekly  family  night  program 
vith  dinner.  Three  Wednesday  nights  were  devoted  to  the  discussion 
)f  the  Constitution  and  Bylaws  prepared  by  a  special  committee  of 
he  Baptist  State  Convention.  Under  Mr.  Smith's  direction  the  Brother- 
hood was  organized  and  became  a  very  active  group.  Mr.  D.  P.  Cherry, 
>r.,  was  Evangelistic  Chairman,  and  great  work  was  carried  on  with 
/oung  People  at  the  Umstead  Center  at  Butner.  Again  the  Church 
adopted  a  missionary,  Mrs.  Jeanne  Middleton,  Santiago,  Chile. 

On  September  24,  1952,  the  Church  engaged  Edgar  E.  Ferrell,  Jr. 
|js  Assistant  Pastor  at  a  salary  of  $30.00  a  week.  Edgar  knew  the 
Ijhurch  family  well,  having  grown  up  in  the  community,  and  he  and 
lis  wife,  Betty,  became  a  real  asset  to  the  Smiths. 


55 


large  number  of  all  age  groups  attended  the  Baptist  Conferences 
Ridgecrest  Baptist  Assembly  during  the  summers  for  the  Smiths 
icouraged  the  church  to  give  financial  assistance  to  those  wishing 
i  take  advantage  of  these  ''mountain  top"  experiences. 

On  July  4,  1956,  Pastor  Smith  submitted  his  resignation.  (Mrs. 
nith  had  resigned  in  June).  What  followed  is  recorded  in  the  minutes 
r  the  Clerk,  R.  H.  Llewellyn: 

While  this  move  by  the  Pastor  was  expected,  there  was 
a  stunned  silence  amongst  the  people  in  the  audience.  After 
several  expressions  of  appreciation  of  the  wonderful  work 
he  had  done  for  Yates  Church;  after  questions  as  to  the 
finality  of  his  resignation  and  a  feeling  that  our  Pastor  had 
made  plans  for  himself  according  to  and  in  timing  with  his 
request,  there  was,  finally,  a  motion  made  that  the  church 

\comply  with  his  request  and  accept  his  resignation.  .  .  . 

\A  motion  was  made  that  the  board  of  deacons  prepare  a 
letter  to  the  Pastor,  telling  him  of  the  church's  appreciation 
of  himself  and  his  wonderful  family  while  working  with  the 
Yates  Baptist  Church.  This  motion  was  duly  seconded  and 
approved  by  the  majority  of  the  membership  present.  .  .  . 


56 


1956  -  1959      FRED  TUMBLIN 


On  October  7,  1956,  the  Pulpit  Committee  recommended  that  the 
hurch  call  as  its  new  Pastor,  Rev.  Fred  Tumblin  of  Easley,  S.  C.  The 
ommittee  stated  that  he  was  "eminently  qualified"  for  the  position 
id  outlined  nine  reasons  for  their  recommendation.  A  large  majority 
oted  to  call  him.  The  Church  appropriated  $150  to  pay  his  moving 
xpenses.   His  salary  was  set  at  $5400  plus  $600  for  car  expenses.  In 

['  e  church  budget  for  1958—59  his  salary  was  raised  to  $5900. 
Under  the  new  pastor's  leadership  the  Church  continued  its 
owth.  In  March  and  April,  1957,  40  new  members  were  added 
mostly  by  baptism.  Mr.  Tumblin  was  a  zealous  preacher  and  he  held 
I  desire  for  Yates  Church  to  become  the  Number  One  Church  of 
i^urham.  In  January,  1959,  the  Church's  membership  was  877;  in 
lune  it  was  9I7;  by  October  the  number  had  risen  to  933.  There  was 
bwever  a  large  number  of  requests  from  members  wishing  to  trans- 
*r  their  membership  to  other  Baptist  Churches  in  Durham  and  Chapel 
ill. 

On  October  4,  1959,  just  before  the  Sunday  morning  service  Mr. 
umblin  read  his  letter  of  resignation,  the  resignation  to  take  effect 
n  December  31,  1959.  There  was  a  motion  to  accept  his  resignation, 
ut  as  the  Clerk  noted  in  the  minutes,  "a  visible  vote  by  the  Congre- 
ation  was  against  accepting  Mr.  Tumblin's  resignation."  Reverend 
umblin  then  said  that  he  could  not  stay  on  with  the  present  (newly 
ected)  board  of  deacons.  There  was  then  a  motion  to  dissolve  the 
resent  Board  of  Deacons.  There  were  131  votes  for  the  motion,  40 
gainst  it.  The  meeting  was  adjourned. 

On  Sunday  evening,  October  18,  Mr.  Tumblin  again  submitted  his 
?signation  to  take  effect  on  November  30,  1959: 

From  the  depths  of  my  heart  Vm  grateful  for  your  rejection  of  my  resigna- 
tion two  weeks  ago.  It  was  a  source  of  consolation  to  know  I  had  so  many 
friends.  However,  after  much  prayer  and  meditation  I  have  arrived  at  the 
•  conclusion  that  the  Lord  is  finished  with  my  ministry  in  Yates  Baptist 
Church.  Therefore,  I  present  to  the  membership  of  Yates  Baptist  Church 
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my  resignation  as  pastor,  this  action  to  become  effective  November 
30,  1959.  This  decision  has  given  me  a  deep  sense  of  peace  and 
contentment  within  my  soul.  This  is  the  final  statement  of  my  de- 
sire and  needs  no  official  action  from  the  church. 

Dn  Wednesday,  October  28,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School, 
f.  A.  Shore,  read  the  names  of  35  members  who  were  resigning  from 
he  Sunday  School;  Harry  Cash  well  presented  a  partial  list  (20)  of 
lembers  resigning  from  various  committees.  On  Wednesday,  Novem- 
er  4,  the  Yates  Angelos  (Messenger)  carried  a  notice:  YATES  MUST 
*E-ORGANIZE,  which  reads  in  part: 

In  addition  to  regular  items  of  business,  there  are  a  few 
items  which  must  be  discussed  relative  to  the  re-organi- 
zation of  Yates  Baptist  Church.  A  nominating  committee 
must  be  selected,  and  the  problems  of  the  loss  of  our 
church  secretary  must  be  dealt  with. 

At  the  business  meeting  on  November  4  lists  were  read  of  mem- 
bers resigning  from  the  Sunday  School  and  the  Church's  various 
jommittees.  Among  those  resigning  were  Mrs.  W.  A.  Godwin,  the 
thurch  Secretary,  and  G.  C.  Miller,  the  clerk.  A  nominating  com- 
mittee was  elected  to  name  replacements  for  those  in  important 
ositions  who  had  resigned.  Finally,  as  we  read  in  the  minutes, 
farold  Elliott  made  a  motion  that  our  church  show  generosity  and 
jood  will  by  "extending  to  the  new  church  all  the  help  and  facilities 
jf  our  church  possible."  The  motion  passed.  The  "new  church"  which 
ad  been  organized  within  the  Yates  Baptist  Church,  was  christened 
he  Fellowship  Baptist  Church.  We  know  it  now  as  the  Cressett  Baptist 
:hurch  on  Garrett  Road.  A  total  of  138  members  of  Yates  Church 
jequested  letters.  Mr.  Tumblin  became  the  first  pastor  of  this  new 
jlhurch. 

In  August,  1959,  shortly  before  Mr.  Tumblin  resigned,  the  Church 
jad  elected  Joseph  W.  Wortman  as  Minister  of  Education.  He  was  to 
e  a  stabilizing  and  unifying  force  in  the  troubled  days  ahead.  The 
nterim  Pastor,  Dr.  Edwin  A.  McDowell,  and  the  newly  elected  Pastor, 
lev.  Ray  K.  Hodge,  were  to  find  in  this  dedicated  and  talented  young 
(reacher  an  invaluable  associate. 
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1960  -  1972        RAY  K.  HODGE 


On  May  8,  1960,  the  Pulpit  Committee  followed  the  advice  of  our 
nterim  Pastor,  Dr.  Edwin  A.  McDowell,  and  recommended  that  the 
)hurch  call  as  its  new  Pastor  Rev.  Ray  K.  Hodge,  Pastor  of  the  Mill- 
kook  Baptist  Church  in  Raleigh.  A  vote  by  secret  ballot  resulted  in 
|45  affirmative  votes  out  of  a  total  of  253.  When  Mr.  Hodge  was  in- 
ormed  of  the  outcome,  he  indicated  that  he  was  ''thrilled  and  pleased 
l/ith  the  vote."  The  new  Pastor's  salary  was  to  be  $5900  plus  $600  for 
jar  expenses;  a  parsonage  and  utilities  to  be  provided  (with  the  excep— 
ion  of  fuel);  a  month's  vacation  each  year;  convention  expenses  for 
he  Pastor  and  Associate  Pastor  not  to  exceed  $500.  The  appointment 
Vas  to  take  effect  on  July  1.  On  July  13,  the  Church  voted  to  pay 
r.  Hodge's  moving  expenses. 

We  found  our  new  Pastor  good-looking,  friendly,  likable,  and 
horoughly  competent.  He  looked  and  acted  like  the  man  who  could 
eal  our  wounds  and  chart  the  right  course  for  the  members  who  had 
hosen  to  remain  in  the  Yates  Baptist  Church.  The  new  Pastor  was 
vell-trained  for  the  difficult  task  that  he  faced.  He  had  studied  at 
/lars  Hill  College  and  had  graduated  from  Wake  Forest  with  a  B.  S. 
egree.  He  had  earned  two  degrees  at  the  Southeastern  Baptist 
"heological  Seminary:  Bachelor  of  Divinity  and  Master  of  Theology 
ile  had  served  in  the  U.  S.  Air  Force  in  World  War  II,  and  since  July, 
955,  he  had  been  a  Chaplain,  with  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  Colonel,  in 
he  North  Carolina  National  Guard.  He  spent  his  vacations  with  the 
Jational  Guard,  and  even  in  1972,  his  last  year  at  Yates,  he  had  the 
arriage  of  a  soldier.  He  was  fortunate  to  have  an  intelligent  and 
ttractive  wife,  the  former  Joyce  Lorine  Harrell,  who  had  studied  at 
lars  Hill  College  and  graduated  from  Meredith  College,  specializing 
h  public  school  music  and  voice.  While  at  Yates,  many  of  the  young 
eople  had  the  opportunity  to  take  piano  lessons  from  her.  When  the 
lodges  came  to  Yates  they  had  two  children,  a  daughter  Joy,  who 
Jter  became  church  pianist,  and  a  son  Ben.  Another  daughter, 
>onna  was  born  about  a  year  later.  Mr.  Hodge's  first  pastorates  were 
)exter  and  Poplar  Creek  churches. 

When  Rev.  Fred  Tumblin  resigned  in  November,  1959,  well  over  a 
undred  members  had  followed  him  to  the  Fellowship  Baptist  Church. 
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jmong  them  were  some  of  the  Church's  most  active  members.  New 
picers  and  teachers  for  the  Sunday  School  had  to  be  found  among 
iembers  who  had  been  content  to  follow  another's  lead.  The  Church 
ad,  in  effect,  to  be  reorganized  and  trained.  It  was  the  Assistant 
^stor,  Joseph  W.  Wortman  and  the  Minister  of  Music,  Richard  Moyers 
;>ho  stood  by  as  towers  of  strength  both  to  the  membership,  giving 
fiem  a  sense  of  unity  and  purpose,  and  to  Mr.  Hodge,  assisting  him  in 
is  early  months  of  a  new  ministry.  In  May  of  1961,  Mrs.  Mary  V. 
Jillican  succeeded  Mrs.  Moyers,  "Tiny,"  as  full-time  church  Secretary, 
diehard  Moyers  had  been  ordained  by  Yates  Church  in  December, 

960,  and  called  as  pastor  of  the  Sparrow  Swamp  Baptist  Church  in 
immonsville,  S.  C. 

In  January  of  1961  Mr.  Hodge  was  given,  by  vote  of  the  church, 
jjie  privilege  of  participating  in  the  Jamaican  Evangelistic  Crusade.  In 
jddition  to  a  financial  gift  of  $400,  the  people  surprised  him  with 
|  "This  Is  Your  Life"  party  and  presented  him  with  a  new  suit  of 
jjothes. 

Under  the  capable  supervision  of  Mrs.  Doris  Parrish,  in  March  of 

961,  the  church  roll  was  revised.  Much  inaccurate  data  were  care- 
.li  1 1 V  corrected  and  full  names,  correct  addresses,  and  dates  of  birth 
|ere  recorded  for  each  member.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Church 
historian  noted  a  decrease  in  membership  (766)  total  and  stated, 
This  decrease  does  not  indicate  a  lack  of  progress  but  is  due  to  a  much 
eeded  roll  revision  which  was  made  this  year  and  to  the  granting  of 
ransfers  to  the  newly  organized  church." 

In  February  of  1962,  the  minutes  record  a  petition  made  by  the 
hurch  to  the  City  Council  and  to  the  County  Commissioners  of 
jurham  asking  them  to  "adopt  ordinances  and  regulations  to  curb 
Derations  of  stores  and  other  businesses  on  Sunday."  It  was  in  May 
I  this  year  that  the  Constitution  Committee,  G.  B.  DeLoatche, 
hairman,  appointed  by  Mr.  Hodge,  completed  the  new  constitution. 

Henry  Morgan  presented  the  following  recommendations  from 
le  Board  of  Deacons  on  March  13,  1963:  "That  the  doors  of  Yates 
aptist  Church  are  open  to  any  and  all  people  who  come  to  worship 
iod."    The  deacons  requested  that  the  action  of  this  motion  be 


60 


aken  by  secret  ballot  without  discussion.  The  motion  was  carried  by 
vote  of  120  yeas  to  24  noes.    The  church  had  finally  adopted  the 
lolicy  so  eloquently  urged  by  its  Interim  Pastor,  Dr.  E.  A.  McDowell 
hree  years  earlier. 

During  August  of  1963,  the  Pastor  reported  that  several  steps  had 
een  taken  to  reach  students  at  Duke  University.  The  Yates  Baptist 
hurch  had  joined  with  other  Baptist  churches  in  the  city  in  sharing 
ne  expenses  of  printing  an  informative  brochure  to  be  presented  to  in- 
oming  students.  There  would  be,  he  said,  a  bus  tour  of  the  various 
hurches.  The  Pastor  added  that  the  Baptist  Student  Union  at  Duke 
Iniversity  had  informed  the  participating  churches  that  since  Duke  had 
ccepted  several  Negro  students,  one  or  two  of  them  might  be  in  the 
»SU  and  perhaps  visit  the  churches.  The  Board  of  Deacons,  to  whom 
jiis  matter  had  been  referred,  stated  that  no  action  was  needed  since 
fie  church  had  already  voted  to  seat  people  coming  to  worship  regard- 
ps  of  racial  origin  and  the  BSU  was  certainly  no  pressure  group. 

On  November  20,  1963,  Mr.  Norman  Goss  presented  the  Planning 
nd  Survey  Committee's  recommendations  for  the  necessary  comple- 
on  and  improvement  of  the  Church's  grounds  and  facilities.  The 
jstimated  cost  was  about  $55,000  and  included  landscaping  and  paving 
A/o  parking  lots.  The  Church  voted  to  adopt  the  Committee's  report 
Jid  to  borrow  the  money  needed  to  carry  them  out.  The  debt  on  the 
sanctuary  had  been  retired  and  a  note-burning  service  held  and  this 
pan  would  present  no  hardship.  The  Trustees  recommended  that  the 
jhurch  approve  a  $400,000  insurance  policy  that  would  cover  the  en- 
Ire  church  building,  hut,  parsonage,  and  the  furnishings  in  the  church 
id  the  hut. 

A  student  loan  fund  was  started  in  January  of  1964.  At  this  writ- 
lg  a  total  of  $10,675.  has  been  used  by  the  young  people  to  further 
leir  education.  Mr.  Hodge  and  Oscar  Petty  were  instrumental  in  the 
fstablishment  of  this  fund.  An  activity  bus  was  found  by  Mr.  Hodge 
In  one  of  his  week-ends  at  a  National  Guard  meeting.  The  Guard 
pnted  to  trade  in  this  old  bus,  and  Mr.  Hodge  recommended  that 
ne  church  purchase  it.  The  bus  was  quickly  named  the  "Green 
lornet!"  by  the  young  people  and  old  and  young  alike  enjoyed  the 
hany  trips  it  provided. 
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Mr.  Hodge  was  the  first  of  our  pastors  to  ask  for  the  privilege 
I  purchasing  his  own  home  instead  of  using  housing  facilities  furnished 
1  the  church.  He  was  also  the  first  to  own  and  use  a  Citizen's  Band 
idio. 

During  Rev.  Hodge's  ministry  the  church  voted  to  purchase  a  new 
lien  organ  at  the  cost  of  $18,000.  When  this  was  done,  Yates  Church 
pnated  the  electronic  organ  which  was  still  in  sound  condition  to  the 
ellowship  Baptist  Church. 

On  October  27,  1965,  the  Church  voted  to  establish  a  Day  Care 
ibhool  and  Kindergarten  at  the  Church  to  be  in  operation  in  the  fall 
f  1966.  The  Nominating  Committee  was  authorized  to  appoint  a 
card  of  Education  to  set  policies  and  to  administer  matters  including 
nance,  governing  the  school(s),  and  to  supply  progress  reports  to  the 
hurch.  The  sum  of  $2000  was  to  be  administered  by  the  Board.  The 
bhool  and  Day  Care  Center  were  opened  in  September,  1966. 

In  1966  also  the  Parkwood  Mission  became  the  Parkwood 
:Lptist  Church  with  a  full-time  pastor  and  a  church  building  all  its  own. 
ne  Yates  Baptist  Church  had  fostered  this  Mission  and  watched  it  de- 
llop  to  the  point  where  it  was  able  to  employ  a  full-time  pastor  and 
ject  a  suitable  church  building.  Until  Parkwood  was  able  to  call  its 
Wn  pastor,  Mr.  Hodge  preached  every  Sunday  morning  at  the  Mission 
jring  the  Sunday  School  hour  for  Yates.  The  Yates  Church  made  it 
bssible  for  the  Parkwood  Church  to  borrow  the  $133,000  needed  to 
ay  for  the  building.  On  March  20,  visitors  from  Yates  attended  the 
hpressive  ground-breaking  ceremonies.  Parkwood's  pastor  was  Rev. 
bnald  D.  Lackey,  a  graduate  of  Furman  University  and  the  South- 
astern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  On  July  8,  1970,  Mr.  B.  Ray 
live  announced  that  "the  deed  to  Parkwood  Church  had  been 
fficially  turned  over  to  the  church  and  they  are  now  responsible  for 
ieir  own  indebtedness."  Our  church  approved  a  recommendation 
Jbm  the  Board  of  Deacons  on  May  16,  1973,  that  "we  as  a  Church 
jnd  a  letter  to  the  Parkwood  Baptist  Church  relieving  them  of  their 
^,500  obligation  to  Yates." 

In  1965  the  Church  gave  Mr.  Hodge  $250  to  help  defray  his  ex- 
pnses  on  a  visit  to  the  Holy  Land.   In  the  same  year  he  was  chosen 
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s  the  Moderator  of  the  Yates  Baptist  Association.  This  was  the  first 
jme  the  honor  had  come  to  our  Church.  The  next  year  his  salary 
\/as  raised  to  $9,000.  In  1970  he  was  made  a  trustee  of  Meredith 
tollege.  By  February  of  the  following  year  our  membership  had  in- 
reased  to  863.  Mr.  Hodge  was  a  busy  man.  With  all  his  other 
ctivities  one  wonders  just  how  he  found  time  to  write  for  the 
iblical  Recorder.  Yet  for  three  months  of  every  year  we  never 
jiled  to  find  in  it  his  weekly  thoughtful  discussion  of  the  Sunday 
chool  lesson. 

In  1967  the  Church  gave  the  first  of  its  annual  dinners  for 
members  and  others  of  the  community  over  65  .  .  .  with  a  supper 
pd  a  special  program,  the  expenses  for  which  would  be  paid  by  the 
hurch."  On  these  occasions  Ray  Hodge  was  at  his  best  as  master  of 
i?remonies,  friendly,  good-humored,  saying  always  the  appropriate 
•ford  and  obviously  enjoying  the  dinner  and  the  singing  as  much  as 
ie  older  members  did.  They  liked  to  hear  him  playing  the  trumpet 
id  wondered  if  he  had  been  a  bugler  in  the  National  Guard. 

On  Sunday  morning,  November  26,  1972,  Mr.  Hodge  announced 
jjs  resignation  as  Pastor  of  the  Yates  Baptist  Church,  to  become 
ffective  on  December  31,  1972.  He  would  become  Pastor  of  the 
jirst  Baptist  Church  in  Kinston,  N.  C.  On  Sunday  morning  Decem- 
pr  31,  he  preached  his  farewell  sermon,  "Looking  At  Our  years 
ogether."  The  program  for  that  service  carried  this  open  letter  to 
Lir  departing  pastor.  It  testifies  at  once  to  our  deep  and  abiding 
ffection,  our  high  esteem,  and  our  awareness  of  how  well  he  had 
yed  up  to  our  conception  of  what  a  pastor  should  be  and  do. 
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TRIBUTE  TO  RAY  K.  HODGE 


Today  is  your  last  day  as  our  Pastor.    In  retrospect,  the  twelve-  and-  a  half 
ears  you  have  been  at  Yates  are  as  a  "watch  in  the  night."   Our  church  was 
\oing  through  a  tumultuous  time  when  you  came,  but  you  helped  us  heal  our 
pounds  and  directed  our  energies  in  the  right  path.    You  have  insisted  that  we 
e  strong,  grow  in  Christ,  and  provide  a  ministry  in  our  community,  state  and 
ation.    You  have  baptized  our  children,  married  our  young,  ministered  to  our 
ick,  and  buried  our  dead.    As  you  have  worked  in  our  midst  doing  these 
kings  we  have  grown  to  depend  on  you  and  love  you  deeply. 

I  We  shall  miss  you  and  your  family  as  you  leave  for  new  work  in  Kinston, 
juf  we  shall  never  cease  to  love  you  or  to  be  grateful  for  all  the  things  you 
kve  done  for  us.    The  Master  would  say,  "Well  done  thou  good  and  faith- 
ul  servant. " 

! 

j  May  God  be  with  you  and  your  family  as  you  meet  a  new  challenge  in 
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YOUR  FRIENDS  at  YATES 
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1973-         C.RONALD  CUMBIE 

On  December  31,  1972,  Rev.  Ray  K.  Hodge  left  Yates  to  become 
astor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Kinston.  For  the  next  eleven 
lonths  our  Interim  Pastor  was  Rev.  Aubrey  T.  Quakenbush,  Chaplain 
t  the  Veterans  Hospital  in  Durham.  After  an  eight-months  search  for  a 
ew  Pastor,  the  Pulpit  Committee  unanimously  recommended  Rev.  C. 
ionald  Cumbie,  Associate  Pastor  ot  tne  First  Baptist  Church  of 
ianama  City,  Florida.  On  Saturday  evening,  September  22,  Mr. 
fumbie  and  his  wife,  Rosemary,  with  their  daughter,  Pamela,  and 
heir  son,  Perry,  were  our  guests  at  a  reception  at  the  Church.  We 
pit  ourselves  attracted  to  them  immediately.  On  September  23 
Ax.  Cumbie  preached  at  the  Sunday  morning  service.  While  the 
ulpit  Committee  considered  this  his  trial  sermon,  he  pointed  out 
fiat  day,  to  a  full  house,  that  it  was  our  trial  sermon  and  asked  the 
luestion  "Are  you  accepting  the  role  that  God  has  planned  for  each 
If  your  lives?"  Immediately  after  the  service  the  Church  was  called 
pto  a  business  meeting  to  decide  whether  or  not  to  accept  the 
pmmittee's  recommendation  and  elect  Mr.  Cumbie  as  our  new 
Jastor.  Of  the  300  votes  cast,  294,  or  98  percent,  were  for  accepting 
he  recommendation  and  electing  Mr.  Cumbie  as  our  new  Pastor.  He 
ccepted  the  call  with  the  proviso  that  his  duties  at  Yates  should  not 
egin  until  December  1,  1973.  He  had  previously  arranged  to  leada 
jroup  from  the  Panama  City  church  to  the  Holy  Land.  A  brief 
ccount  of  his  experiences  up  to  this  time  is  recorded  as  follows: 

He  was  a  thirteen-year-old  Intermediate  sitting  in  the  morning 
worship  service  of  the  Eastern  Heights  Baptist  Church,  Columbus, 
ieorgia,  when  the  Lord  spoke  softly  and  tenderly,  yet  as  compelling 
hd  certain  as  a  clap  of  thunder. 

From  that  moment,  Charles  Ronald  Cumbie  would  never  be  the 
ame.  God  had  called  his  name,  and  in  tears  of  repentance  mingled 
/ith  joy,  he  walked  forward  and  told  John  Henderson,  his  pastor, 
jnat  he  had  asked  Jesus  to  come  into  his  heart,  and  He  had.  Soon 
"lereafter,  Ron  was  baptized  into  the  fellowship  of  the  church. 
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It  was  while  he  was  dating  Rosemary  Wadkins,  his  future  wife, 
lat  he  attended  a  tent  revival  sponsored  by  Calvary  Baptist  Church  of 
olumbus.  Dr.  Jesse  Hendley  was  preacher  and  one  night  the  Lord 
ailed  Ronald  Cumbie  again.  This  time  He  said,  "I  want  you  to  be 
I  preacher/'  There  was  no  argument,  only  great  relief  and  joy  that 
jooded  his  soul.   How  wonderful  to  know  God's  plan  for  your  life! 

Ron  began  immediately  to  prepare  to  be  the  best  pastor  he  could 
je  upon  graduation  from  Columbus  High  School.  Each  school  made  a 
jgnificant  impact  on  his  life:  Truett  McConnell  Junior  College,  a 
jjeorgia  Baptist  School  in  the  mountains  of  North  Georgia,  gave  him 
solid  foundation  and  a  sense  of  a  close  personal  relationship  to  God; 
fiercer  University,  Macon,  Georgia,  provided  an  excellent  academic 
hallenge;  it  was  during  this  time  that  God  blessed  him  beyond  his 
ondest  dreams,  when  Rosemary  consented  to  become  his  wife  and 
p-laborer  in  God's  vineyard.  The  Southern  Baptist  Theological 
eminary,  Louisville,  Kentucky,  gave  him  the  finest  training  in 
jhristian  ministry  anywhere  in  the  world.  He  graduated  with  the 
R.  DIV.  and  the  Th.M  degrees  within  four  years.  During  this  period 
Jf  training,  the  Lord  blessed  the  Cumbies  with  a  baby  girl,  named 
amela  Diane. 

Further  educational  studies  were  completed  at  Southeastern 
aptist  Seminary,  Wake  Forest,  N.  C.  some  seventeen  years  later  in 
i977,  when  he  received  his  D.  MIN  degree. 

Upon  completion  of  their  seminary  training, the  Cumbies  moved 
h  Florida.      While  in  their  first  pastorate  in  Palatka,  Forida,  God 
lessed  the  Cumbie  household  again.    This  time,  He  gave  them  a 
Dn,  Perry  Cameron.    Pastorates  in  Florida  spanned  fourteen  years: 
alatka,  Wauchula,  and  Panama  City. 

In  December,  1973,  C.  Ronald  Cumbie  became  pastor  of  Yates 
aptist  Church,  Durham,  North  Carolina. 

I 

When  Ronald  Cumbie  came  to  our  Church,  he  was  not  quite  forty 
ears  old.  He  was,  we  soon  found,  a  man  of  tremendous  energy, 
loroughly  committed  to  his  profession.  Established  activities  would 
i  continued  apace  and  new  enterprises  undertaken.    Before  coming 
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o  Yates  he  had  served  as  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
if  the  Florida  Bible  Institute;  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
)irectors  of  the  Bay  City  Guidance  Clinic  in  Panama  City;  been 
Campus  Ministry  Advisor  at  the  Gulf  Coast  Community  College  in 
anama  City;  and  young  as  he  was,  he  had  twice  served  as  Moderator 
f  the  Northwest  Coast  Baptist  Association. 

In  the  early  months  of  his  pastorate  Mr.  Cumbie  had  an  able 
assistant  in  Joseph  L.  Peterson,  Minister  of  Education.  In  addition  to 
is  other  duties  Joe  directed  the  choir.   He  is  now  Pastor  of  the  Shiloh 
laptist  Church,  which  in  August,  1977,  celebrated  its  250th  Anniver- 
ary. 

In  the  summer  of  1975  Mr.  Cumbie  was  given  leave  of  absence 
fom  July  17  to  August  1  to  make  a  study  for  the  Urban  Seminar  at 


he  Southeastern  Baptist  Seminary  of  churches  in  the  Research  Triangle 
jrea.  In  preparation  for  the  awarding  of  his  Doctor  of  Ministry  Degree 
|-om  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  he  taught  a  class  in 
ne  evenings  at  Yates  Church  on  Death  Education.  This  well  attended 
lass  proved  to  be  beneficial  to  members  who  chose  to  participate  in 
he  study.  Rev.  Cumbie  then  wrote  his  thesis:  DEATH  EDUCATION 
N  THE  LOCAL  CHURCH,  the  final  step  in  earning  his  doctorate  early 
h  1977.  This  manuscript  was  placed  in  the  Yates  library  and  is  avail- 
ble  to  all  members  for  reading. 

Other  notable  events  in  1975  include  the  creation  of  a  Memorial 
lose  Garden,  sponsored  by  the  W.  M.  U.  This  project  matured  after 
houghtful  consideration  of  the  women  wishing  to  honor  their  be- 
bved  President,  Mrs.  N.  R.  Vincent.  Many  families  planted  a  rose  bush 
b  honor  their  own  loved  ones.  The  garden  abundantly  supplies  roses 
br  the  Sanctuary,  for  hospitals,  nursing  homes  and  the  home-bound 
nembers.  In  1975  also  the  Church  initiated  a  Blood  Bank  Group.  One 
:>f  the  benefits  of  this  effort  is  the  assurance  of  an  ample  supply  of 
•lood  for  any  church  member  needing  a  transfusion. 

Early  in  1976  Mr.  Cumbie  felt  the  need  to  ask  the  Church  to 
mploy  additional  personnel  and  recommended  that  the  Minister 
»f  Music  be  employed  full-time  and  become  also  Minister  of  Youth 
'md  Recreation.   These  two  have  become  great  assets  to  the  work  the 
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astor  wished  to  see  done.  His  judgment  in  administering  in  shepherd- 
lg  and  in  preaching  have  spelled  recent  progress  in  Yates  Church. 

One  need  expressed  by  Mr.  Cumbie  during  an  interview  with  the 
ulpit  Committee  was  that  of  being  permitted  "time  for  preparation 
id  study."  His  well-planned  sermons  are  ever  fresh  and  scholarly, 
lowing  that  he  does  continue  to  prepare  diligently  for  his  time  in 
ie  pulpit.  He  and  Rosemary  have  warm  hearts  for  Missions,  and  the 
Dngregation  is  continually  blessed  with  talented  programs  and  messa- 
3S  to  challenge  us  in  missionary  endeavor. 

When  the  Cumbie  family  agreed  to  move  to  North  Carolina  and 
3  the  Yates  community,  many  strong  ties  had  to  be  broken  between 
!,ear  friends  of  Rosemary's  and  of  the  two  teenagers.  Pam  and  Perry 
ntered  the  church  when  a  dearth  of  interested  young  people  existed, 
ince  this  family  joined  us,  we  have  seen  them  create  an  atmosphere 
|f  love  among  the  entire  church  family.  We  have  experienced  a  new 
fithusiastic  earnestness,  a  rekindling  of  spirits,  and  a  gradual  increase 
if  interest  among  young  and  old.  In  recent  months  we  have  seen 
henomenal  growth  in  the  activities  of  our  young  people. 

j     The  fact  that  the  1977  monthly  gifts  have  exceeded  by  $1,000 
jer  month  the  1976  monthly  gifts  speaks  well,  not  only  for  the  mem- 
ership,  but  is  also  an  indication  that  the  church   leadership  is 
jnctioning  well.     Dr.  Cumbie  read  from  the  September  30,  1977 
'ates  Church  annual  letter  to  the  Yates  Baptist  Association,  the 
allowing  highlights: 

Membership  821 
Church  Property  Value  $850,000 
Total  Indebtedness  $  40,000 

Average  Sunday  School  Attendance  259 
Music  Enrollment  161 
W.  M.  U.  Groups  (6)  112 
R.  A.s  52 

Total  Receipts  $228,292. 
Total  Mission  Gifts  $  23,000. 

(included  in  above) 
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The  annual  budgets  indicate  a  steady  expansion  and  development 
;f  the  Church's  multifarious  activities  —  activities  over  which  the 
astor  must  exercise  some  degree  of  supervision.  In  1973  the  budget 
/as  $108,000;  for  the  year  1978  it  is  $150,000. 

Yates  Church  looks  toward  many  more  years  of  expansion  under 
)r.  Cumbie's  leadership  in  both  the  physical  and  the  spiritual  realms 
f  church  life. 
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OUR  INTERIM  PASTORS 


1945  W.  G.  Hall 

1 960  Edwin  A.  McDowell 

1973  Aubrey  T.  Quakenbush 

When  a  Baptist  church  loses  its  pastor,  there  is  often  an  interval  of 
jveral  months  before  his  successor  is  chosen.  During  this  transition 
eriod  it  is  important  to  find  an  interim  pastor  who  can  carry  on  the 
fork  of  the  church.  And  so,  when  after  a  long  and  successful  tenure, 
everend  C.  Earl  Byrd  resigned,  the  Church  was  fortunate  to  find  a 
jitable  replacement  in  Reverend  W.  G.  Hall,  who  had  retired  after 
>rving  for  many  years  at  the  Angier  Avenue  Baptist  Church  in  Durham, 
e  was  a  wise  counselor,  and  he  conducted  the  services  with  great 
ignity  and  preached  eloquent  sermons.  The  transition  to  the  new 
adership  under  Reverend  Truett  Cox  was  accomplished  in  a  spirit 
f  love  and  anticipation. 

In  November,  1959,  Reverend  Fred  Tumblin  resigned  to  become 
pstor  of  the  Fellowship  Baptist  Church  (now  the  Cresset  Baptist 
hurch),  which  had  been  organized  within  the  Yates  Baptist  Church, 
e  took  with  him  138  members  of  our  church,  including  many  of 
ur  lay  leaders.  Many  members  were  left  with  feelings  of  bitterness 
id  frustration.  Fortunately,  the  Church  had  two  able  young  men  who 
irected  a  successful  reorganization  program,  Assistant  Pastor  Joseph 
,  Wortman  and  Richard  Moyers.  They  were  supported  by  their 
ives,  Diana  Wortman  and  Tiny  Moyers.  Under  their  leadership  men 
id  women  who  had  been  content  to  let  others  lead  became  stalwart 
aders  themselves. 

I 

Nevertheless,  the  Church  needed  as  Interim  Pastor  an  older 
Minister  who  possessed  the  knowledge,  wisdom  and  integrity  needed 
)  bring  to  Yates  a  spirit  of  cleansing,  healing  and  forgiveness.  Such 
man  we  found  in  the  Reverend  Edwin  A.  McDowell,  who  taught  in 
fie  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  from  1952  to  1954. 
r.  McDowell  was  the  author  of  three  important  books  on  the  history 
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ind  interpretation  of  the  Bible.  He  was  not  only  a  scholar  of  dis- 
inction  but  also  a  wise  counselor  who  emphasized  the  New  Testament 
ioctrines  of  forgiveness  and  charity  toward  those  who  had  left  the 
:hurch. 

During  his  brief  tenure,  there  was  what  threatened  to  become 
mother  major  crisis.  The  church  was  not  facing  up  to  the  problem  of 
ace  relations.  Dr.  McDowell  was  not  the  man  to  evade  the  issue.  He 
lad  been  Chairman  of  the  Kentucky  Council  on  Interracial  Coopera- 
tion and  a  member  of  the  Special  Committee  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  on  Race  Relations.  When  it  was  reported  that  a  group  of 
[rouble  makers  might  try  to  enter  the  Church  on  Easter  Sunday,  he 
:alled  the  Church  into  a  business  session  and  pleaded  eloquently  that 
:he  Church  seat  and  welcome  any  Negroes  who  came  to  worship.  Mrs. 
Erma  Whittington  advocated  seating  those  who  came,  but  the  Church 
as  a  whole  was  unwilling  to  face  up  to  the  issue  and  no  action  was 
:aken  at  that  time.  Three  years  afterward,  however,  the  Church  by  a 
arge  majority  approved  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Deacons: 
'that  the  doors  of  Yates  Baptist  Church  are  open  to  any  and  all  people 
who  come  to  worship  God."  Dr.  McDowell's  final  service  to  the  Yates 
Baptist  Church  was  to  urge  the  Pulpit  Committee  to  "extend  a  call  to 
Ray  K.  Hodge." 

In  1972  on  the  last  day  of  the  year,  Ray  Hodge  resigned  to  be- 
:ome  Pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Kinston,  North  Carolina. 
That  church,  he  said,  had  been  without  a  pastor  for  a  year,  and  he 
loped  that  it  would  not  be  long  before  Yates  found  a  fine  new  Pastor. 
Joe  Peterson,  our  newly  appointed  Minister  of  Music  and  Education, 
did  his  best  to  fill  the  gap;  but  the  duties  of  a  Pastor  were  now  so 
multifarious  and  complicated  that  they  were  too  much  for  one  man. 
As  Interim  Pastor  the  Pulpit  Committee  recommended  the  Reverend 
Aubrey  T.  Quakenbush,  who  had  served  as  Pastor  of  several  churches, 
but  in  1973  was  Chaplain  at  the  Veteran's  Hospital  in  Durham.  He 
sometimes  referred  to  himself  as  "only  a  country  boy  from  Alamance 
County,"  but  we  found  him  fully  prepared  for  the  many  duties  that 
fall  to  the  lot  of  the  Pastor  of  a  city  church.  He  was  eloquent,  hard- 
working, friendly  and  compassionate.  In  fact,  the  church  members 
liked  him  so  well  that  they  urged  the  Pulpit  Committee  to  extend  to 


71 


iim  a  call  to  become  our  full-time  Pastor.  He  declined  to  be  con- 
sidered, feeling  that  his  proper  work  was  at  the  Veteran's  Hospital 
vhere  the  Home  Mission  Board  had  placed  him. 


i 
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ASSOCIATE  PASTORS  AND  OTHERS 


Edgar  E.  Ferrell,  Jr.,  J.  B.  Word,  Joseph  W,  Wortman,  Robert  Hale-Cooper, 
Coolidge  Porterfield,  Steve  Ackerman,  Joseph  L.  Peterson,  Larry  Dickens, 
and  Dubba  Kay  Hughes 

The  31  Charter  Members,  if  they  could  return  to  the  Church  they 
rganized  in  1878,  would  be  amazed  at  the  number  of  workers  on  their 
church's  staff.  They  had  to  get  along  with  one  Pastor,  usually  a  young 
ministerial  student,  who  came  once  a  month  to  preach  on  Saturday  and 
unday.  Our  Church  has  27  times  as  many  members  as  it  had  a  cen— 
pry  ago,  and  its  activities  are  highly  diversified  and  far  more  numerous. 
Ijhe  pioneers,  who  paid  their  Pastor  only  $150  a  year  —  and  he 
ometimes  found  it  difficult  to  collect  his  meager  salary — would  be 
jnmensely  surprised  at  the  number  of  workers  on  the  Church's  payroll, 
jut  the  826  Church  members  who  now  approve  the  salaries  listed  in 
jur  annual  budget  know  that  "the  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire." 
Luke  10:  7). 

By  1952  the  work  of  the  Church  had  placed  such  a  heavy  burden 
pon  the  Pastor,  Rev.  Charles  F.  Smith,  that  it  became  necessary  to 
mploy  our  first  Assistant  Pastor,  Edgar  E.  Ferrell,  Jr.  Later  appointees 
re  known  by  various  names.  Coolidge  Porterfield  was  Associate  Pastor. 
.  B.  Word,  Steve  Ackerman,  Joe  Wortman  and  Mr.  Hale— Cooper  were 
Ministers  of  Education.  Joe  Peterson  was  Minister  of  Music  and  Educa- 
jon.  Larry  Dickens  is  Minister  of  Music  and  Youth,  and  Dubba  Kay 
lughes  is  Minister  of  Education.  We  sometimes  apply  the  term  "Mini- 
ter"  to  those  who  do  not  plan  to  become  pastors.  Janet  Whitaker, 
/ho  directed  the  choir,  was  designated  Minister  of  Music. 

Most  but  not  all  of  our  Assistant  or  Associate  Pastors  were  young 
lien  preparing  for  the  ministry  and  hoping  one  day  to  have  churches 
|f  their  own.  They  were,  like  our  nineteenth-century  student  pastors, 
prving  what  was  in  effect  an  apprenticeship  and  learning  by  practicing 
heir  profession.  They  have  had  the  immense  advantage  of  working 
jnder  the  watchful  eye  of  the  Pastor.   In  him  they  have  found  a  wise 
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ounselor  and  a  firm  friend.    Some  of  these  young  men  were,  as  we 
|ial!  see,  to  attain  distinction.    During  their  apprentice  years  they 
erved  us  well.    We  have  rejoiced  to  hear  of  their  success,  and  some— 
imes  we  have  been  privileged  to  see  them  once  again  in  the  pulpit  in 
he  Sanctuary. 

In  September,   1952,  Edgar  E.  Ferrell,  Jr.,  became  our  first 
Assistant  Pastor  at  a  salary  of  $30  a  month.  The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
;dgar  E.  Ferell,  Sr.,  Edgar  had  grown  up  in  the  Yates  Baptist  Church, 
le  had  attended  the  Hope  Valley  School,  Mars  Hill  College,  and  the 
Southeastern  Baptist  Seminary  in  Wake  Forest.    He  is  now  on  the 
Seminary's  Board  of  Directors.     At  Yates  he  was  instrumental  in 
jrganizing  the  Family  Night  program,  and  he  brought  to  the  Church 
xcellent  speakers  for  special  occasions.     His  beautiful  wife  Betty 
/as  a  great  asset  to  his  ministry.  At  Yates  he  is  best  remembered  for 
is  "personal  visitation  outreach."   He  is  now  Pastor  of  the  Black 
/lountain  Baptist  Church. 

In  August,  1959,  when  Joseph  W.  Wortman  became  our  Assistant 
astor,  the  Yates  Baptist  Church  was  on  the  verge  of  its  greatest  crisis, 
n  less  than  three  months  the  Pastor,  Rev.  Fred  Tumblin,  would  re- 
ign and  no  less  than  138  of  our  members  would  go  with  him  to  the 
•ew  Fellowship  Baptist  Church  (now  the  Cressett  Baptist  Church), 
iesides  losing  its  Pastor,  the  Yates  Church  had  lost  many  of  its  lay 
iaders.  In  the  critical  months  prior  to  obtaining  the  help  of  Interim 
astor,  Dr.  Edwin  A.  McDowell,  Joe  and  Diana  Wortman,  aided  by 
lichard  and  Tiny  Moyers,  Secretary  and  Minister  of  Music,  directed 
f  successful  reorganization  program.  The  Wortman-Moyers  team  was 
escribed  by  members  as  "a  tower  of  strength  in  a  time  of  great  crises." 

A  native  of  Oklahoma,  Joe  Wortman  was  a  graduate  of  Oklahoma 
aptist  University  and  the  Southeastern  Baptist  Seminary.  He  had 
3rved  in  the  Second  World  War  as  a  pilot  in  the  Marine  Corps.  His 
ist  pastorate  was  at  the  Chevy  Chase,  Maryland,  Baptist  Church.  On 
lay  10,  1972,  Joe  and  Diana  Wortman  set  out  in  a  small  private  plane 
b  attend  the  American  Baptist  Convention  in  Denver,  Colorado.  Dur— 
ig  a  thunderstorm  the  plane  crashed  taking  the  lives  of  both  Joe  and 
Mana,  leaving  two  small  children,  Mark  aged  twelve  and  Leslie  two. 
oe  was  only  thirty-nine  when  he  died.    They  had  been  effective 
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eaders  in  many  places  and  especially,  as  many  of  us  remember,  in 
:he  tension-filled  days  of  transition  at  Yates  in  1959. 

*-*<** 

The  minute  books  tell  us  very  little  about  Coolidge  A.  Porterfield,  Jr., 
k/ho  was  Associate  Pastor  when  Ray  K.  Hodge  was  our  Pastor.  His 
h/ork  was  primarily  with  young  people.  On  March  6,  1968,  the  Church 
roted:  "That  Mr.  Coolidge  Porterfield,  Associate  Pastor,  be  given  ten 
pays  leave  to  lead  in  a  Youth  Conference  at  Green  Lakes,  Wisconsin, 
icheduled  for  June  26,  1968  -  July  6,  1968."  On  September  19  of 
ihe  same  year  the  Yates  Messenger  printed  the  Associate  Pastor's  letter 
H  resignation  dated  September  15,  1968: 

Dear  Mr.  Hodge: 

It  is  necessary  that  I  submit  my  resignation  as  Associate  Minister  of  the 
/ates  Baptist  Church  as  I  have  accepted  a  position  with  the  Joint  Orange- 
Chatham  County  Community  Action  Program,  through  which  I  intend  to 
ontinue  my  ministry.  Due  to  the  nature  of  the  program,  I  must  ask  that  my 
present  position  at  Yates  be  terminated  as  of  October  1,  1968. 

My  association  with  you  and  with  Yates  Church  has  been  a  pleasant 
)ne.  I  appreciate  the  opportunity  you  have  given  me  to  serve  in  this 
apacity.  My  wife  and  I  shall  always  treasure  the  friends  we  have  made 
)ere. 

Sincerely  yours, 
Coolidge  A.  Porterfield,  Jr. 

The  Messenger  noted  that  in  connection  with  his  new  position,  Porter- 
ield  would  be  attending  classes  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina  in 
:hapel  Hill. 
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Stephen  Daniel  Ackerman,  Minister  of  Education  at  Yates  from 
february  1969  to  April  1972,  was  born  in  St.  George,  S.  C.  in  1942. 
tfter  his  graduation  from  the  St.  George  High  School,  he  studied  at 
llemson  University  where  in  1965  he  graduated  with  a  double  major, 
lemson  had  a  fine  English  staff  and  Steve  was  fortunate  to  study 
jnder  one  of  its  best  professors,  Harriet  R.  Holman,  who  had  taken  her 
joctor's  degree  at  Duke  University.  From  Steve's  sermons  at  Yates,  it 
tes  evident  that  he  had  excellent  literary  taste  and  a  deep  love  for  the 
reat  English  and  American  poets.  From  his  present  post  in  Kannapolis 
e  writes  that  he  is  "still  very  much  involved  in  creative  writing,  telling 
children's  story  each  Sunday  morning  in  worship,  usually  one  which  I 
ave  written  the  previous  week."  He  completed  his  professional  train- 
ig  at  the  Southeastern  Baptist  Seminary,  where  he  took  his  Master  of 
fivinity  degree.  He  was  ordained  at  the  Memorial  Baptist  Church  in 
jt  George  on  his  twenty-ninth  birthday,  May  7,  1971.  He  married 
inda  Susanne  Wright,  who  shares  his  many  interests  and  has  had  a  part 
l  many  of  his  activities.  They  have  three  daughters:  Erin,  Ashley  and 
iarian. 

Steve  came  to  Yates  from  Grace  Baptist  Church  in  Albemarle, 
I.  C.  On  May  20,  1969,  as  the  minute  book  informs  us,  he  was  em- 
loved  as  Minister  of  Education  at  $424.00  per  month.  In  September 
971,  his  salary  was  increased  by  $50.00  per  month,  and  in  the  church 
udget  for  1970  his  salary  was  set  at  $5,400.00.  Obviously,  we  at 
'ates  knew  we  had  found  a  fine  associate  pastor  and  felt  that  his 
evotion  and  competence  should  be  recognized. 

From  Kannapolis,  where  he  is  now  Pastor  of  the  Jackson  Park 
aptist  Church,  Steve  writes:  "Our  greatest  joy  at  Yates  was  in  our 
/ork  with  youth.  Linda  and  I  were  free  enough  to  give  time  to  them 
nd  to  open  our  home  to  them.  It  has  been  thrilling  over  the  years  to 
e  visited  by  and  receive  communications  from  some  of  the  youth  and 
p  have  them  share  what  God  is  doing  in  and  through  their  lives."  "Our 
ondest  memories  unique  to  Yates,"  he  writes,  "involved  our  Camp 
lanata  experience."  He  adds:  "the  summer  recreation  ministry  that 
/e  established  at  Yates  became  a  forerunner  of  the  Backyard  Bible 
lub  now  encouraged  across  the  Convention,  as  our  ideas  and  methods 
/ere  shared  with  recreation  leadership  at  Ridgecrest  and  were  incor- 
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porated  into  the  day— camping  program  materials."  It  was  while  Steve 
i^vas  at  Yates  that  ''Hassle  House"  for  drug  abusers  was  established  in 
Purham. 

Steve  Ackerman  left  Yates  in  April,  1972,  to  become  Minister  of 
Education  at  Angier  Avenue  Baptist  Church  in  Durham.  In  August  of 
the  following  year  he  became  Associate  Pastor  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  in  Salisbury,  N.  C.  Since  January,  1976,  he  has  been  Pastor  of 
the  Jackson  Park  Baptist  Church  in  Kannapolis,  N.  C.  This  church,  we 
kre  told,  had  been  content  to  languish  in  former  glories;  it  was  in 
essence  an  exclusive,  family-oriented  church,  not  interested  in  becomi- 
ng an  evangelistic,  ministry-oriented  church.  The  plant  was  running 
down;  the  church  had  no  full-time  secretary  and  no  office  equipment. 
£teve  promptly  set  out  to  bring  about  changes  in  the  church's  orienta- 
tion, and  we  hear  that  he  is  succeeding.  The  church  has  been  repainted 
inside  and  out.  He  wrote  to  us:  "I  credit  Mr.  Hodge  with  helping  me 
to  see  that  the  Lord's  house  ought  to  be  beautiful  to  the  glory  of  God." 
His  last  word  to  us  is:  "Our  experience  at  Yates  has  had  a  profound 
affect  upon  our  lives  and  ministry,  and  some  of  our  dearest  friends  are 
,9  vital  part  of  your  fellowship."  We  at  Yates  are  delighted  to  know 
that  Steve  and  Linda  have  a  church  of  their  own  of  which  they  have 
:ause  to  be  proud.  We  are  hoping  that  we  shall  be  able  to  welcome 
them  as  honored  guests  in  April,  1978,  when  we  celebrate  our 
Centennial. 

At  Yates  we  have  fortunately  been  able  to  replace  one  good 
associate  pastor  with  another.  When  Steve  Ackerman  resigned  to  be- 
come associated  with  Angier  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  we  turned  once 
again  to  the  Southeastern  Baptist  Seminary  in  Wake  Forest.  (Unlike 
ithe  seminaries  of  some  other  denominations,  our  Southern  Baptist 
seminaries  have  no  shortage  of  applicants  for  admission.)  On  Decem- 
oer  13,  1972,  we  elected  Joseph  L.  Peterson  as  our  Minister  of 
Education  at  a  salary  of  $5,400.00  That  was  only  two  weeks  before 
Ray  K.  Hodge  left  to  become  Pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Kinston.  Joe's  burden  was  a  heavy  one.  It  would  be  six  weeks  before 
the  Church  had  an  interim  pastor  in  Aubrey  T.  Quakenbush.  Joe  had 
taken  over  the  duties  of  the  Minister  of  Music,  and  he  was  carrying  on 
pis  studies  at  the  Seminary. When  he  assumed  his  duties  at  the  Yates 
Paptist  Church,  he  was  twenty-eight  years  of  age.   He  was  married  to 
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hyllis  Pittard,  and  they  had  two  small  boys. 

After  his  graduation  from  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at 
Wilmington,  Joe  had  been  for  seven  years  a  teacher  and  band  director 
{t  the  Wilmington  High  School.  At  the  same  time  he  was  a  worker  with 
outh,  and  somewhat  later,  Minister  of  Music  at  the  Calvary  Baptist 
hurch  in  Wilmington.  In  January  1971,  he  resigned  that  position  to  en- 
ir  the  Southeastern  Baptist  Seminary  at  Wake  Forest.  While  still  at 
ates,  he  completed  his  work  at  the  seminary.  When,  in  February, 
175,  the  time  came  for  his  ordination,  he  wanted  the  ceremony  to  take 
lace  in  his  home  church.  Mr.  Cumbie  and  several  other  members  from 
rates  were  with  him  when  he  was  ordained  in  the  Calvary  Baptist 
hurch  in  Wilmington. 

After  his  graduation  from  the  Seminary  in  1976,  Joe  Peterson 
ecame  Pastor  of  the  Shiloh  Baptist  Church  in  the  Chowan  Association. 
In  August  14,  1977,  the  Shiloh  Church  celebrated  its  250th  Anniversa- 
y.  On  the  front  page  of  the  Biblical  Recorder  for  August  27,  his  many 
riends  at  Yates  were  pleased  to  see  a  picture  of  Joe  Peterson  standing 
h  front  of  the  Shiloh  Church  in  Revolutionary  costume  with  a  family 
roup  of  descendants  of  the  first  Pastor  of  Shiloh,  William  Burgess, 
hiloh  is  considered  to  be  the  oldest  Baptist  Church  in  North  Carolina, 
for  its  still  youthful  Pastor  his  many  friends  at  Yates  wish  for  him  and 
jis  family  a  long  and  happy  life  at  Shiloh  or  wherever  they  may  make 
neir  home. 

Our  present  much-loved  Minister  of  Education  is  Miss  Dubba  Kay 
lughes,  a  1972  graduate  of  Guilford  College  in  Greensboro.  In  1975 
pe  took  her  Master's  degree  in  Religious  Education  at  the  South- 
western Baptist  Seminary  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  She  assumed  her 
resent  position  at  Yates  in  July,  1976.  Recently,  the  pastor  told  us 
hat  the  improved  state  of  the  Messenger  was  the  result  of  her  efforts, 
ihe  is  the  author  of  "Merry  Now  and  Always,"  a  contemporary  Christ- 
nas  drama  presented  to  an  enthusiastic  audience,  Sunday  evening, 
December  11,  1977.  She  works  well  with  all  ages  and  has  pleased 
jspecially  the  ''Get  Up  and  Goers"  (Senior  Citizens)  in  her  ministry 
p  them  as  she  plans  the  many  interesting  bus  trips.  Dubba  Kay  is  an 
fducator,  she  says,  and  she  has  no  desire  for  a  church  of  her  own. 
Nevertheless,  at  Yates  we  find  it  a  pleasant  change  to  see  a  woman 
n  the  pulpit  when  on  Sunday  mornings  she  opens  the  service  with  her 
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reetings  to  members  and  visitors  alike  and  comments  on  activities  of 
fie  coming  week. 

Our  present  Minister  of  Music,  Larry  Dickens,  is  a  native  of 
tacky  Mount,  N.  C,  and  a  1975  graduate  of  Campbell  College.  After 
lis  graduation,  he  served  as  Minister  of  Music  at  the  Second  Baptist 
Church  in  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  while  attending  Southeastern  Seminary, 
le  came  to  Yates  Church  in  the  fall  of  1976.  Larry  is  the  son  of  a 
faptist  Minister,  the  Reverend  Grady  C.  Dickens.  Although  Larry 
Reaches  for  us  occasionally,  he  is  primarily  a  musician.  The  young 
jngers  are  his  special  pride.  He  has  hopes  of  developing  a  first  class 
rchestra  at  Yates.  As  Director  of  the  Choir,  he  has  two  fine  musicians 
p  work  with,  Faye  Cato  at  the  organ  and  Bill  Covington  at  the  piano. 
t  the  Yates  Messenger  for  December  15,  1977,  Larry  felt  that  he  had 
good  reason  to  brag  about  his  choir.  (In  addition  to  special  renditions 
t  the  church,  they  had  recently  witnessed  in  song  and  with  instru- 
ments at  the  local  South  Square  Shopping  Center.)  Larry  said,  "This 
hoir  has  done  an  excellent  job  all  fall... .(Homecoming,  Centennial, 
.ord's  Supper,  Stewardship,  World  Missions.)"  Most  of  the  choir 
lembers,  he  noted  "hold  other  important  positions  of  leadership  in 
ie  church."  "Nevertheless,"  he  added,  "their  commitments  are  strong 
nough  to  meet  the  challenge  of  an  active,  purposeful  and  productive 
iusic  ministry  here  at  the  Yates  Baptist  Church."  "I  am  thankful," 
e  said,  "that  I  have  this  opportunity  to  lead  and  learn  from  these  in— 
ividuals."  In  a  later  comment,  Larry  said,  "this  year,  (1977)  has  been 
iy  best  year  in  the  Ministry." 
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We  cannot  close  this  section  of  our  book  without  paying  tribute 
to  our  Church's  lay  leaders:  the  men  and  women  who  are  responsible 
for  the  manifold  activities  of  a  modern  city  church.  Without  their 
loyal  and  effective  cooperation,  as  every  pastor  knows,  he  would  be 
able  to  accomplish  very  little.  Our  pastors  at  Yates  with  hardly  an 
exception  have  had  the  loyal  effective  cooperation  of  the  Secretary, 
the  Clerk,  the  Treasurer,  the  Board  of  Deacons,  the  Librarian,  the 
Hostess,  the  Custodian,  the  Chairmen  of  important  committees,  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Union  and  Brotherhood  Leadership  persons,  and 
the  Superintendent  and  the  many  teachers  of  the  Sunday  School. 
Morning  and  evening  our  Sunday  services  would  be  sadly  incomplete 
wihtout  our  Organist,  our  Pianist,  our  Choir  Director  and  the  men  and 
women  whose  singing  contributes  so  much  to  the  work  of  the  Church. 
There  are  members  too  numerous  to  mention  who  have  given  invalu- 
able service  to  the  church  throughout  the  span  of  their  membership. 
These  faithful,  dedicated  people  are,  in  the  final  analysis,  the  steadfast 
perpetuity  of  the  Church. 

To  none  of  our  lay  leaders  do  we  owe  more  than  to  our  long- 
time Secretary,  Mrs.  Mary  V.  Millican.  Since  her  appointment  to 
that  post  in  1961,  she  has  been  a  key  figure  on  the  Church's  staff, 
a  competent  Secretary  and  a  wise  counselor  to  pastors  and  lay 
leaders  alike.  She  embodies  that  spirit  of  devoted  service  to  the 
Church  established  by  our  pioneers  and  cherished  by  all  of  us  who 
have  a  sense  of  history.  Now  as  she  contemplates  retirement  or  part- 
time  employment,  we  take  this  occasion  to  pay  our  tribute  to  a 
competent  Secretary,  a  devout  Christian,  and  a  friend  to  every  member 
of  the  Yates  Baptist  Church. 

The  loss  of  any  staff  member  to  whom  we  have  become  attached 
and  who  we  have  loved  dearly  always  brings  to  us  a  note  of  sadness. 
We  recall  the  loss  of  pianists  such  as  Leah  Cole,  Janet  Speed  and  Janice 
Cooke  Patterson  who  moved  to  other  cities;  Phil  Hall,  who  left  us  to 
resume  his  musical  studies.  We  think  of  our  Organist,  Bobbie  Ann 
Brown  who  resigned  because  her  husband  had  a  new  job  in  Gastonia 
and  again  of  our  Choir  Directors,  Peggy  Holland  and  Janet  Whitaker 
who  lived  in  other  towns.  We  are  fortunate,  today,  to  have  as  choir 
Director,  Larry  Dickens,  Organist,  Faye  Cato,  and  at  the  piano,  Bill 
iCovington,  who  are  accomplished  and  dedicated  musicians. 
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It  is  appropriate  that  we  call  attention  to,  with  joy  and  thanks- 
jiving,  those  who  went  from  this  church  into  Christian  vocations. 
Dn  page  sixty  of  the  earliest  minute  book  of  Yates  Baptist  Church, we 
:juote  from  the  minutes  dated  Saturday  before  the  third  Sunday  in 
September,  1882,  "Brother  John  H.  Couch,  being  impressed  with  the 
juty  of  preaching  the  Gospel  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  asked  approval 
}f  the  Church.  After  considering  the  matter,  the  Church  did  license 
3rother  Couch  to  preach,  recommending  him  as  a  worthy  young 
mother".  In  the  spring  of  1882,  Brother  J.  W.  Proctor  is  recorded  to 
lave  stated  he  "felt  it  his  duty  to  talk  in  public  in  behalf  of  his  Master", 
n  more  recent  years,  Emma  Lou  Brogden  and  Jane  O'Briant  McCoy 
lave  assumed  responsibilities  in  the  Music  Ministry;  Harry  Emerson 
3yrd  is  serving  as  a  Missionary  to  Guatemala;  Viola  Gallimore  and 
loyce  Cherry  Whitaker  chose  the  Ministry  of  Christian  Education; 
A/illiam  T.  Brogden  is  Assistant  Pastor  of  Greystone  Baptist  Church 
n  Durham,  North  Carolina,  and  Edgar  E.  Ferrell,  Jr.,  is  Pastor  of 
Black  Mountain  Baptist  Church,  Black  Mountain,  North  Carolina. 
3ary  Justice  is  serving  as  a  Campus  Crusader  for  Christ  and  Steven  D. 
5aschall  is  Associate  Minister  (Youth)  at  the  Temple  Baptist  Church 
n  Durham,  North  Carolina.  He  is  presently  attending  Southeastern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  at  Wake  Forest,  North  Carolina.  In 
jccepting  their  calls  to  Christian  vocations,  these  have  brought  honor 
:o  their  home  church. 

Finally,  we  wish  to  pay  our  tribute  to  the  wives  of  our  Pastors/ 
>ome  of  them  admirably  qualified  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  work  of 
the  Church.  Mrs.  C.  Earl  Byrd  lectured  on  foreign  missions  and  rebuilt 
A/oman's  Missionary  Union.  Mrs.  Cox  was  a  teacher  and  leader  who 
did  not  hesitate  to  become  your  friend.  Mrs.  Charles  F.  Smith  directed 
the  choir.  Mrs.  Ray  K.  Hodge  sang  in  the  choir  and  taught  younger 
members  to  play  the  piano.  Mrs.  Ronald  Cumbie  has  won  our  hearts 
with  her  friendly  smile  and  greeting  and  is  gradually  revealing  to  us 
ler  many  talents  in  the  way  of  leadership. 

There  are  always  pastor's  wives  who  never  make  the  headlines 
DUt  nevertheless  contribute  abundantly  to  their  husband's  successes. 
How  they  do  it,  women  know  best.    The  pastor's  wife  must  find  or 
nake  time  for  her  husband  to  work  on  his  sermons  without  interrup- 
tion.  She  must  see  that  he  takes  care  of  his  health  and  conserves  his 
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Energy  for  important  tasks.  She  must  look  after  him  when  he  is  sick.  She 
must  comfort  him  when  he  feels  that  he  is  accomplishing  nothing,as 
jfor  instance,  when  his  appeals  fail  to  bring  into  the  church  the  young 
Deople  for  whom  he  has  been  praying.  She  must  warn  him  if  he  begins 
to  show  signs  of  resentment  toward  some  member  who  opposes  one 
pf  his  policies  or  refuses  to  assume  any  responsibility.  She  may  have 
to  warn  him  that  he  must  not  play  favorites  or  allow  flattery  to  make 
nim  think  that  he  is  one  of  the  world's  greatest  preachers.  She  must 
/varn  him  if  she  senses  a  danger  that  he  is  blind  to  or  thinks  of  no 
consequence.  She  may  sometimes  have  to  remind  him  that  he  is 
neglecting  either  his  own  family  or  the  work  of  the  church.  At  Yates 
^ve  have  been  fortunate  in  our  Pastors  and  our  Pastors'  wives.  Many 
bf  our  Pastors,  no  doubt,  have  remembered  the  verses  from  Proverbs 
M:  10-11): 

A  good  wife  who  can  find? 

She  is  far  more  precious  than  jewels. 
The  heart  of  her  husband  trusts  in  her, 

and  he  will  have  no  lack  of  gain. 

and  this  verse  from  Ecclesiasticus:  "Happy  is  the  man  who  lives  with 
an  intelligent  wife."  (25:8) 


82 


THE  ESSENTIAL  QUALITIES  OF 


A  GOOD  PASTOR 


In  putting  together  this  centennial  history  of  the  Yates  Baptist 
hurch,  we  three  authors  have  noted  with  delight  the  high  quality  of 
ur  many  Pastors  all  the  way  from  Columbus  Durham  to  Ronald 
umbie.    If  you  ask  us  what  are  the  marks  of  a  good  Pastor,  we  can 
give  you  no  better  characterization  than  one  we  found  in  the  Biblical 
Recorder  for  August  29,  1977,  page  three. 

When  one  member  of  our  church  staff  was  asked:  "What  are  the 
essential  qualities  of  a  good  Pastor?"  his  answer  was:  "He  is  a  hard 
worker,  and  he  loves  his  people."  In  commenting  on  that  definition, 
Elmer  Gray  wrote  in  the  California  Southern  Baptist: 


Any  young  man  anticipating  going  into  the  ministry 
should  realize  he  will  need  to  work  60  to  70  hours 
a  week.  Not  all  ministers  put  in  that  much  time  but 
many  of  them  do,  especially  those  who  build  congre- 
gations and  buildings.... 

A  young  man  planning  for  the  ministry  should  also 
realize  that  one  of  the  most  important  things  he  can 
do  is  to  love  his  people.   He  needs  to  care  for  them 
like  he  would  for  his  family.  Notice,  I  didn't  say  he 
should  care  for  them  more  than  for  his  family.  That 
would  be  a  grotesque  injustice. 

Serving  as  pastor  calls  for  hard  work  in  the  areas  of 
administration,  church  program  leadership,  evangelis- 
tic and  pastoral  visitation,  sermon  preparation  and 
delivery,  and  participation  in  denominational  and 
community  activities. 

The  hard  work  of  pastoring  becomes  easy,  though, 
when  the  pastor  loves  his  people.  Then  he  finds 
both  strength  and  joy  in  every  opportunity  of 
service. 
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A  minister  who  is  admired,  loved,  and  trusted  by  his  congregation 
lis  tempted  sometimes  into  abusing  his  high  position  by  airing  his  purely 
I  personal  opinions,  which  may  have  little  value,  instead  of  interpreting 
the  Scriptures  for  the  light  they  shed  upon  the  many  problems  facing 
the  church  today.  The  Pastor  is  in  a  strategic  position.  Speaking  from 
|the  pulpit,  he  knows  that  no  one  is  going  to  rise  up  and  ask  him  such 
|embarassing  questions  as  one  might  put  to  a  politician  running  for  re- 
election to  the  General  Assembly  or  Congress.   It  behooves  the  Pastor 
then  to  remember  the  example  set  by  one  of  the  greatest  of  all 
preachers,  Saint  Paul,  who  wrote  to  the  Corinthians:  'To  the  married 
j  give  charge,  not  I  but  the  Lord,  that  the  wife  should  not  separate  from 
iher  husband...."    But  having  something  more  on  his  mind,  he  continued: 
"To  the  rest  I  say,  not  the  Lord,  that  if  any  brother  has  a  wife  who  is 
an  unbeliever,  and  she  consents  to  live  with  him,  he  should  not  divorce 
|her."  (1  Corinthians  7:  10-11). 

Our  Pastors  have  loved  their  people;  they  have  been  hard 
workers;  and  they  have  made  it  their  business  to  interpret  the 
Scriptures  for  the  light  they  may  throw  upon  the  many  unsolved 
problems  of  the  world  in  which  we  live. 

Many  of  the  difficulties  that  confront  us  at  Yates  are  the  same 
problems  that  trouble  nearly  all  churches  today.  One  of  them  involves 
money.  High  taxes  and  inflation  leave  the  Church  with  fewer  dollars, 
and  depreciated  dollars,  for  all  the  multifarious  activities  of  a  modern 
church.  And  yet  the  lack  of  money  is  not  our  greatest  problem.  The 
Church  was  central  in  the  social  as  well  as  the  religious  life  of  the 
Charter  Members.  Nowadays  we  wonder  if  there  is  a  center.  Too  many 
conflicting  interests  and  their  many  organizations  compete  for  our 
attention  and  our  dollars.  For  the  pioneers,  Sunday  was  a  day  of  rest, 
worship,  meditation,  reading  the  Bible,  visiting  friends  and  relatives. 
Sunday  now  for  millions  of  Americans  means  sports.  Live  or  on  tele- 
vision, they  may  watch  professional  athletes  playing  football,  baseball, 
or  basketball  before  thousands  of  fans  who  rarely  go  to  church  on  Sun- 
day morning.  Occasionally,  of  course,  some  of  them  may  listen  to  a 
sermon  on  the  radio,  not  realizing  how  much  they  have  missed  by  not 
taking  part  in  the  service  at  the  church. 
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The  Charter  Members  would  have  been  appalled  to  learn  about 
our  colossal  national  debt,  which  we  are  making  no  effort  to  reduce. 
They  knew  nothing  about  Social  Security,  Medicare,  the  Internal 
Revenue  Service,  or  the  Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare. 
Nowadays  people  expect,  not  the  church,  but  the  Government — 
Federal,  State,  or  Local —  to  care  for  the  sick  and  the  destitute.lt  is 
all  too  impersonal.  For  charity  we  now  look  to  foundations  and  other 
philanthropic  organizations,  most  of  which  have  no  connection  with 
any  church.  Our  denominational  colleges  and  universities  are  becoming 
more  and  more  dependent  upon  the  foundations,  government  agencies, 
and  professional  money-raisers. 

The  Yates  Baptist  Church  is  still  a  community  church,  made  up  in 
large  part  of  families,  living  not  far  off,  whose  ties  with  the  Church 
often  go  back  for  two  or  three  generations.  But  that  situation  is  begin- 
ning to  change.  Members  move  to  other  cities,  and  their  places  are 
taken  by  new  members.  We  have  absentee  members  who  contribute 
little  or  nothing.  Too  often  we  suddenly  discover  that  we  have  lost  our 
organist,  our  pianist,  our  choir  director,  our  Assistant  Pastor,  or  a  fine 
Sunday  School  teacher.  Thus  far,  however,  we  have  been  fortunate  in 
finding  suitable  replacements. 

The  Pastor  has  special  difficulties,  tco.  He  must  remember  that 
there  is  a  gap  between  the  old  and  the  young.  In  the  words  of  John 
Hall  Wheelock, 

Age  will  look  into  the  face  of  youth 

With  longing,  over  a  gulf  not  to  be  crossed. 

The  Pastor  may  disapprove  heartily  of  some  of  the  attitudes  of  the 
young,  but  he  had  better  listen  to  them  all  the  same,  even  when  he 
detests  their  rock  music  and  is  shocked  by  their  notions  about  sex. 
Many  people  take  their  troubles  now,  not  to  the  minister,  but  to  a 
psychiatrist,  a  personal  counselor,  or  a  social  worker.  So  the  Pastor 
should  try  to  keep  abreast  of  the  theories  and  discoveries  of  the 
scientists  and  other  thinkers  who  may  make  available  to  him  some- 
thing that  will  help  the  members  of  his  church  live  a  better  Christian 
life.  The  Pastor's  burden  at  best  is  a  heavy  one. 
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But  we  have  dwelt  too  long  upon  the  darker  side  of  the  religious 
ife  of  today.   Let  us  glance  briefly  at  the  other  side.  By  the  time  this 
oook  is  printed,  there  will  be  over  thirteen  million  members  in 
Southern  Baptist  churches.    We  are  now  the  largest  single  Protestant 
denomination  in  the  United  States.   Fortunately,  we  are  not  the  only 
xie  trying  to  make  the  New  Testament  furnish  our  countrymen  with 
i  pattern  for  living.  When  all  the  news  we  hear  seems  to  be  the  work  of 
>vil  men  and  women,  let  us  remember  the  prophet  Elijah,  disillusioned 
md  fleeing  for  his  life.    In  the  wilderness  the  Lord  speaks  to  the 
Drophet:    "What  are  you  doing  here,  Elijah?"  The  prophet  answers: 
'...the  people  of  Israel  have  forsaken  thy  covenant,  thrown  down  thy 
liters,  and  slain  thy  prophets  with  the  sword;  and  I,  even  I,  am  left; 
nd  they  seek  my  life,  to  take  it  away."  The  Lord  sends  Elijah  on  a 
lew  mission  to  Damascus  and  reassures  him  by  telling  him:    "Yet  I 
vill  leave  seven  thousand  in  Israel,  all  the  knees  that  have  not  bowed  to 
Baal,  and  every  mouth  that  has  not  kissed  him." 

Christianity  is  not  a  dead  religion.  The  Southern  Baptist  Church 
;till  has  a  mission.  When  we  hear  about  some  of  the  extreme  modern 
lotions  of  morality,  we  should  remember  a  quantrain  written  by  James 
Russell  Lowell  nearly  a  century  ago: 

In  vain  we  call  old  notions  fudge, 

And  bend  our  conscience  to  our  dealing; 
The  Ten  Commandments  will  not  budge, 

And  stealing  will  continue  stealing. 

n  this  spirit  we  have  dedicated  this  book  to  Our  Young  People  in  the 
/ates  Baptist  Church,  hoping  and  praying  that  as  they  grow  from 
'outh  to  old  age  "undishonored  and  unashamed,  they  may  transmit 
o  their  children  a  better  world  than  ours." 
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PART  THREE 


HISTORICAL  RECORDS 


CHURCH  COVENANT  ADOPTED  ON  APRIL  20,  1878 


YATES   BAPTIST  CHURCH 


As  we  trust  we  have  been  brought  by  divine  grace  to  embrace  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  by  the  influence  of  his  Spirit  to  give  up  ourselves  wholly  to  Him,  so  we  do  now 
solemnly  covenant  with  each  other,  that,  God  helping  us,  we  will  walk  together  in 
Him  in  brotherly  love;  that,  as  members  one  of  another  for  the  glory  of  Christ  in 
the  salvation  of  men,  we  will  exercise  a  Christian  care  and  watchfulness  over  each 
other,  and  as  occasion  may  require,  faithfully  warn,  rebuke  and  admonish  one 
another  in  the  spirit  of  meekness,  considering  ourselves,  lest  we  be  tempted;  that 
we  will  willingly  submit  to,  and  conscientiously  enforce,  all  wholesome  discipline 
of  the  church;  that  we  will  uphold  the  worship  of  God,  the  ordinances  of  His  house 
and  the  Sabbath  school  by  regular  attendance  thereon,  search  diligently  the 
Scriptures,  observe  closet  or  family  worship,  and  seek  to  train  up  those  under  our 
care  to  the  glory  of  God  in  the  salvation  of  their  souls;  that  as  we  have  been 
planted  together  in  the  likeness  of  His  death  by  Baptism,  and  raised  from  an  em- 
blematic grave  to  walk  in  newness  of  life,  especially  will  we  seek  divine  aid  to 
enable  us  to  walk  circumspectly  and  watchfully  in  the  world,  denying  all  ungodli- 
ness and  every  worldly  lust;  that  we  will  remember  the  poor,  and  contribute 
cheerfully  of  our  means  for  their  relief,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  a  faithful  gospel 
ministry  among  us,  and  for  the  spread  of  the  same  to  the  ends  of  the  earth;  that  we 
will  endeavor,  by  our  example  and  effort,  to  win  souls  to  Christ;  and  through  life, 
amidst  evil  report  and  good  report,  seek  to  live  to  the  praise  of  Him  who  hath 
called  us  from  darkness  into  His  marvelous  light,  to  Whom  be  glory  and  honor 
and  power  forever  and  ever,  Amen. 
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Constitution  and  Rules  of  the  Yates  Baptist  Church 
Adopted  April  21,  1878 


ARTICLE  I -  Name: 

To  perpetuate  in  our  midst  the  knowledge  and  the  name  and  works  of  the  first 
Foreign  Missionary  sent  out  from  the  Baptists  of  North  Carolina,  Reverend 
Matthew  T.  Yates,  D.  D.,  of  Shanghai,  China  .  .  . 

ARTICLE     II  -  Government: 

The  government  of  this  church,  according  to  the  plain  teachings  of  the  New 
Testament,  shall  be  independent  in  form  and  the  right  of  administration  shall 
be  in  the  body  itself. 


ARTICLE    III  -  Officers: 

The  Scriptural  officers  of  a  church  are  Bishop,  or  Pastor,  and  Deacons.  There 
shall  be  three  trustees,  a  clerk,  a  treasurer  and  a  sexton.  The  Pastor  shall 
faithfully  preach  the  Gospel  and  take  a  general  oversight  of  the  church  and 
all  its  interests.  The  Deacons  shall  attend  to  all  the  finances  of  the  church 
and  assist  the  Pastor  in  any  way  the  church  may  direct.  The  trustees  shall 
I  see  that  the  title  to  the  church  property  is  legal,  have  same  recorded,  and  hold 
in  trust  all  the  property  and  effects  of  the  church.  The  clerk  shall  keep  a  faith- 
ful record  of  all  the  business  and  interest  of  the  church  and  a  roll  of  members 
showing  the  time  of  admission,  dismission,  death,  etc.  The  treasurer  shall 
receive  all  monies  belonging  to,  and  disbursed,  to  the  same  by  order  of  the 
church:  keep  a  fair  book  account  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures  with  vouchers 
for  same..  The  sexton  shall  carry  the  keys,  light  the  house,  make  fires  when  needed, 
and  keep  the  floor  and  seats  in  good,  clean  order. 

Elections  shall  carry  two  thirds  of  all  votes  to  decide  a  choice  for  pastor. 
In  all  other  case:-,  a  majority  may  decide.  Officers  of  this  church  shall  be  elected 
to  serve  for  such  periods  of  time  as  they  ma\  faithfully  and  satisfactorily  per- 
form their  respective  duties. 

When  this  church  calls  a  Pastor,  it  shall  promise,  per  year,  something  definite 
I  as  salary  and  shall  pay  every  cent  it  promises. 
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ARTICLE   IV  -  Associational 


i)nce  a  year  this  church  shall  represent  itself  by  letter  and  delegates  in  the 
Association.  The  letter  shall  contain  all  the  statistics  of  the  church  and  sabbath 
chool  with  the  amount  paid  as  Pastors  salary,  incidental  expenses,  State  Missions, 
foreign  Missions,  Oxford  Orphan  Asylum,  and  the  number  of  Biblical  Recorders 
aken  by  the  church. 

F 

ARTICLE  V  -  Reception  and  Dismission  of  Members: 

Inyone  professing  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  giving  evidence  of  a  change 
Iff  heart,  and  adopting  the  views  of  faith  and  practice  held  by  this  church  to- 
ether  with  its  covenant  and  constitution,  may  upon  baptism  be  received  into  the 
fellowship  of  this  church.  Members  from  churches  of  like  faith  and  order  may  be 
eceived  into  the  fellowship  of  this  church  by  letters  of  dismission  and  recommen- 
dation. 

ARTICLE  VI -Discipline: 

ijks  a  church,  and  as  individuals,  disciples  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  we  do  emphatically 
xpress  our  disapprobation  and  condemn  the  making,  buying,  selling  and  use,  except 
s  medicine,  of  all  intoxicating  liquors,  of  gambling,  whether  by  dice,  cards  or 
5ttery  tickets,  of  dancing,  of  attending  balls,  circuses,  and  theatres,  and  we  will 
jot  after  due  instruction  and  kindly  warning,  hold  persons  known  to  engage  in  any 
f  these  sinful  practices,  in  the  fellowship  of  this  church.  The  Pastor  and  deacons 
hall  be  a  standing  committee  on  discipline,  who  will  see  to  it,  that  the  require- 
ments, in  all  cases  of  disaffection,  in  Matthew  5:23,  24  -  18:  15  - 17  are  complied 
ath  before  any  case  is  brought  before  the  church. 

ARTICLE  VII -Meetings: 

Regarding  meetings,  the  regular  meetings  for  business  shall  be  at  such  time  as  the 
hurch  may  direct.  The  ordination  of  the  Lord's  supper  should  be  observed  at 
;ast    quarterly.     Ten  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  of  whom  six  shall  be 

Irethren.  The  Pastor  shall  preside  as  Moderator,  except  when  he  declines  or  is 
bsent,  in  which  case  a  moderator  may  be  chosen  by  the  church.   It  shall  be  the 

iuty  of  all  members,  especially  brethren,  to  attend  church  meetings,  and,  if 
bsent,  to  render  to  the  next  conference  an  excuse.    And  any  male  member  who 
hall  repeatedly  neglect  church  meeting  or  public  worship,  without  satisfactory 

|lxcuses,  shall  be  subject  to  discipline  and  expulsion.  Meetings  for  business  shall 
||e  attended  only  by  members,  candidates  for  membership  and  visiting  brethren 

jrom  sister  churches.  All  reports  of  committees  and  resolutions  offered 
jo  this  church  for  its  action  shall  be  in  writing.    It  is  the  duty  of  all  church 
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members  to  become  members  of,  and  except  if  providentially  hindered 
i attend  regularly  the  sabbath  school.  It  is  the  duty  of  all  male  members  to  vote 
on  all  questions  put  to  the  church  unless  excused  by  a  vote  of  the  church. 

ARTICLE  VIII  -  Financial  Regulations: 

Each  member,  in  uniting  with  this  church,  is  by  that  act  considered  bound  or 
responsible  for  a  just  proportion  of  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  church  in  order 
that  the  burden  may  be  equalized.  Each  member,  therefore,  whether  in  atten- 
dance upon  our  meetings  or  at  a  distance  from  us  is  required  to  contribute  accord- 
ing to  their  ability,  and  will  be  called  upon  by  the  deacons  for  that  purpose.  It 
shall  be  the  imperative  duty  of  the  deacons  to  promptly  report  to  the  church  any 
member  neglecting  or  evading  to  bear  their  part  of  the  church  expenses,  and  any 
number  so  reported,  if  unable  to  pay  one  cent  shall  be  excused,  otherwise  they 
shall  be  excluded  from  the  fellowship  of  the  church  for  covetousness. 

ARTICLE  IX  -  Manner  of  Conducting  Business: 

The  moderator  shall  keep  order,  state  and  explain  propositions,  and  may  by 
l 'vote  decide  upon  questions  when  there  is  no  majority.    He  shall  cause  all  meet- 
ings to  be  opened  and  closed  with  devotional  exercises.   He  shall  call  for  business 
as  follows: 

Roll  call  and  marking  of  absentees 
Minutes  of  previous  meeting 
Excuses,  if  any 
Reception  of  members 
Unfinished  business 
Reports  of  committees 
New  business 
Adjournment 

All  business  shall  be  presented  by  a  motion  made  by  one  member  and  seconded  by 
another,  which  shall  be  stated  by  the  moderator  before  discussion.  While  a  motion 
is  under  debate,  no  other  motion  shall  be  considered  except  to  amend,  substitute 
commit,  postpone,  lay  on  the  table,  previous  question,  or  adjourn.  Motions  to 
postpone,  lay  on  the  table,  previous  question  and  adjourn  are  not  debatable.  No 
amendment  shall  be  made  which  essentially  changes  the  nature  or  design  of  the 
original  resolution;  and  the  amendment  shall  be  discussed  and  voted  on  first,  then 
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he  original  as  amended.  Any  member  wishing  to  speak  shall  rise  and  respectfully 
iddress  the  moderator,  who  will  see  that  he  confines  himself  to  the  subject  under 
consideration.  Upon  any  point  of  order,  an  appeal  may  be  had  from  the  moderator 
0  the  church,  which  decisions  shall  be  final.  All  committees  may  be  nominated  by 
he  Moderator,  but  shall  be  confirmed  by  the  church.  No  member  shall  speak  more 
han  twice  upon  the  same  subject,  except  by  permission.  No  brother  shall  leave  the 
neeting  unless  excused  by  the  moderator. 

ARTICLE  X  - Amendment: 

This  Constitution  may  be  altered  or  amended  by  two-thirds  of  the  members  present 
jt  a  regular  church  meeting:  provided,  such  alterations  or  amendments  have  been 
submitted  in  writing  at  a  preceding  regular  conference. 
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YATES  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


BUDGET  1978 

-  Reconciling  the  world  to  God  through  our  Lord. 
I  Preaching  the  gospel  in  season  and  out  of  season. 
I  Teaching  to  observe  the  things  Christ  taught  us. 
1  Concerned  for  the  burdened  and  heavy  laden. 

)UR  WORLD  MISSIONS  MINISTRY 


>s  we  interpret  our  part  of  the  Great  Commission,  missions  fail  into 
)ur  areas: 

(1)  Cooperative  Program,  which  gives  us  a  real  part  in  everything 
Baptist  do  in  80  countries. 

(2)  Associational  missions  keeps  us  aware  of  the  needs  close  to 
home  and  give  a  real  sense  of  partnership  in  this  solution. 

(3)  We  have  a  direct  relationship  to  Gary  Justice  as  he  serves 
with  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ,  and  Gideons,  who  dis- 
tribute Bibles  worldwide. 

(4)  Local  mission  ministeries  chat  enable  us  to  give  a  cup  of 
cold  water  in  Jesus'  name. 

THE  MINISTRY  1978  Proposal 

01  Cooperative  Program  (11%  regular  offerings)  16,500.00 

02  Association  Missions  (gift  in  kind  $3000.00) 

Direct  Missions:  1,250.00 

03  Campus  Crusade  1,200.00 

04  Gideons  50.00 

Local  Missions:  1,100.00 


Benevolence  1,000.00 
Girl  Scouts  100.00 


TOTAL  WORLD  MISSIONS  18,850.00 


RECOMMENDED  SPECIAL  OFFERINGS  AND  GOALS 

Lottie  Moon:  (Foreign)  4,800.00 

Annie  Armstrong:  (Home)  1,000.00 
State  Missions:  500.00 


II. 


OUR  PASTORAL  MINISTRY 


Preaching  the  Word,  instant  in  season  and  out  is  another  part 
of  the  purpose  for  which  we  exist-  Sunday  messages,  Wednes- 
day evening,  and  special  Bible  studies,  and  a  Family  Life 
Conference  indicate  our  belief  in  the  importance  of  preaching 
and  pastoral  care.  Other  ministry  is  reflected  in  the  pastoral 
care  of  the  Church  and  community  by  our  undershepherd. 

THE  MINISTRY 
Our  Pastor 

201  Salary 

202  Housing 

203  Social  Security 
Total  Direct  Income 


12,221.28 
5,200.00 
1,433.12 
18,854.40 


Service  Ministry 

204  Car  1,500.00 

205  Professional  Expense  300.00 
Total  Service  Ministry  1,800.00 

Support  Ministry 

206  Denominational  Retirement  2,020.00 

207  Hospital  Insurance  874.80 
Total  Support  Ministry  2,894.80 


TOTAL  PASTORAL  MINISTRIES  23.549.20 


HI.      OUR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  MINISTRIES 

What  we  believe  the  Bible  teaches  makes  our  ministry  of  Christian 
Education  imperative.  We  endeavor  to  instruct  and  guide  all  in- 
dividuals from  preschoolers  to  senior  adults  in  their  understanding 
and  practice  of  the  Christian  lifestyle.  Such  instruction  and 
guidance  demands  training  workers,  adequate  equipment,  and  the 
necessary  supplies.  We  seek  to  minister  to  the  total  individual, 
a  formidable  but  exciting  task. 
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THE  MINISTRY 
Minister  of  Education 


301  Salary  10,360.00 

302  Housing  Allowance  2,400.00 
Total  Direct  Income  12,760.00 

Support  Ministry 

303  Denominational  Retirement  400.00 

304  Hospital  Insurance  315.00 
Total  Support  Ministry  715.00 

305  Sunday  School  Literature  and  Supplies  2,000.00 

306  Vacation  Bible  School  400.00 

307  W.  M.  U.  Literature  &  Supplies  400.00 

308  W.  M.  U.  Assembly  Mission  Study  &  Conference  350.00 

309  Royal  Ambassadors  100.00 

310  Preschool  Activities  200.00 

31 1  Children's  Activities  450.00 

312  Senior  Adult  Activities  600.00 

313  Deacon  Retreat  300.00 

314  Teacher  Training  400.00 

315  Nursery  Worker  250.00 

316  January  Bible  Conference  200.00 

317  Family  Life  Conference  400.00 

318  Church  Recreation  (athletic  teams)  600.00 

TOTAL  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  MINISTRY  20,125.00 
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IV.      OUR  MUSIC  MINISTRY 


Music  has  been  a  vital  part  of  the  church  for  centuries,  but  never 
in  a  greater  more  meaningful  way  than  today.  Music  today  has 
expanded  its  role  as  a  primary  tool  of  worship  to  that  of  witness 
and  outreach.  Through  the  use  of  contemporary  musical  styles 
the  gospel  is  being  presented  to  the  world  in  ways  to  which  they 
can  readily  indentify  in  places  which  they  often  frequent.  For 
this  reason  our  church's  music  ministry  is  far  reaching  in  terms 
of  age  and  geography.  With  a  full  scale  graded  choir  program, 
as  well  as  instrumental  groups,  we  touch  the  lives  of  preschool 
children  as  well  as  senior  adults.  Our  groups  have  extended  their 
ministry  with  performances  throughout  the  city,  state  and  nation. 

THE  MINISTRY 

Minister  of  Music  &  Youth 

401  Salary  8,930.00 


A02 


Housing  Allowance 
Total  direct  income 


2,400.00 
11,330.00 


403 
404 


Support  Ministry 

Denominational  Retirement 
Hospital  Insurance 
Total  support  ministry 


400.00 
315.00 
715.00 
2,400.00 
2,400.00 
250.00 
1,200.00 
200.00 
100.00 
1,000.00 
2,500.00 
200.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 


405 
406 
407 
408 
409 
410 
411 
412 


Organist 
Pianist 

Music  substitute 

Literature  and  supplies 

Musical  productions  (props,  costumes) 

Sanctuary  choir  promotions 

Choir  suppers 

Summer  Music  Mission  Tour 
Visiting  choirs 
Musical  festivals,  workshops 
Choir  recognition  service 
Choir  outfits 


415 
|416 


TOTAL  MUSIC  MINISTRY 
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22,595.00 


[ 


OUR  YOUTH  MINISTRY 


Youth  Ministry  is  "enabling  and  mobilizing  the  gifts  of  many  persons, 
to  touch  with  the  truths  of  the  gospel  the  lives  of  youth  in  every  realm 
of  their  being."  Using  the  gifts  that  are  in  the  lives  of  adults  who  teach 
in  a  Sunday  School  department,  direct  a  mission  project,  coach  a  bas- 
ketball team,  grill  a  hamburger;  the  gifts  in  the  lives  of  parents  of  youth 
who,  more  than  anyone  else,  have  shaped  their  lives  to  this  period;  the 
gifts  in  the  lives  of  staff  members  who  relate  to  youth;  and  the  gifts 
in  lives  of  spiritually  mature  youth,  we  will  seek  to  touch  the  lives  of 
youth  with  a  myriad  of  positive  experiences  in  education  and  worship, 
music,  recreation  and  missions. 

Outreach  and  recreation 
Conferences  and  Retreats 
Special  events 

TOTAL  YOUTH  MINISTRY 
TOTAL  MUSIC/YOUTH  MINISTRY 


400.00 
200.00 
300.00 

900.00 
$23,495.00 


OUR  SUPPORTIVE  MINISTRIES 

There  are  many  necessary  things  to  operating  a  church  that  are 
not  identified  as  ministries  in  themselves,  but  as  complementary 
to  the  ministries  for  which  the  church  exists. 
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THE  MINISTRY 


Secretary 

601               Salary  7,260.00 

js02               Hospital  Insurance  279.16 

603  Part  time  secretary  3,000.00 

|604  Extra  secretarial  help  1,500.00 

|605  Supervisor  of  church  meals  2,160.00 

B06  Assistant  to  supervisor  486.00 

;607  Social  security  (excluding  pastor)  3,001.99 

608  Convention,  conferences  (pastor)  400.00 

(staff)  700.00 

509  Automobile  expense  (staff)  600.00 

|>10  Pulpit  supply  300.00 

61 1  Homecoming  speaker  50.00 

5612  Homecoming  supplies  50.00 

613  Publicity  (News  media,  brochures,  etc.)  400.00 

JB14  Subscriptions  600.00 

515  Postage,  printing,  office  supplies  2,200.00 

616  Annual  budget  promotion  175.00 

617  Offering  envelopes  360.00 

618  Church  history  1,300.00 

619  Extension  Department  250.00 
[620  Media  Center  (1977  included  Library.  78 

to  be  equipment)  100.00 

621  Audio  visual  aids  200.00 

622  Library  150.00 

623  Crismons  250.00 

624  Scholarship  Loan  Fund  100.00 

625  Flowers  500.00 

626  Family  Night  suppers  400.00 

627  Bonding  fee  60.00 

628  Workman's  compensation  176.00 

TOTAL  SUPPORTIVE  MINISTRY  27,008.15 
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VII 


OUR  BUILDING  AND  GROUNDS  MINISTRIES 


The  care  and  maintenance  of  the  grounds  and  house  itself  bears 
much  evidence  of  the  spiritual  depth  of  the  church.  First 
opinions  are  deep  and  long  lasting.  We  want  our  facilities  to 
reflect  the  glory  of  the  One  for  whom  they  were  built. 

THE  MINISTRY 


701  Janitor's  salary  6,800.00 

702  Extra  janitorial  help  350.00 

703  Janitorial  supplies  &  paper  products  1,500.00 

704  Utilities:  (water,  lights,  fuel,  telephone)  9,000.00 

705  Laundry  &  drycleaning  200.00 

706  Kitchen  supplies  150.00 

707  Bus  operation  600.00 

708  Maintenance  contract;  office  equipment  650.00 

709  Maintenance:  building  &  grounds 

(3%  to  Wachovia  account)  4,400.00 

710  Maintenance  musical  equipment  500.00 

711  Insurance:  building,  contents,  bus  2,442.00 

712  Real  estate  taxes  679.45 

713  Principal  &  interest  church  loan  7,800.00 

714  Principal  &  interest  Cheek  loan  720.00 

715  Contingencies  1,181.20 

$36,972.65 


TOTAL  BUDGET  FOR  1978  $150,000.00 
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CONCLUSION 


Putting  together  this  record  of  our  Church's  first  one  hundred 
years  has  been  an  enlightening  experience  for  the  members  of  the 

\  Historical  Committee;  and  we  hope  this  book  will  enable  our  readers 

|  to  share  in  some  degree  our  admiration  for  the  men  and  women  who 
built  this  Church  and  for  their  successors  who  for  nearly  a  century 
have  maintained  its  identity  in  spite  of  far— reaching  changes  in  our  way 
of  life.  In  1878  the  charter  members  came  to  the  church  in  buggies 
and  wagons,  on  horseback  and  on  foot.  We  come  in  automobiles,  and 
we  worship  not  in  a  brush  arbor  or  an  inadequate  frame  building  but 

■I in  a  beautiful,  commodious  air-conditioned  sanctuary.  Nevertheless, 
we  believe  we  are  the  same  friendly,  neighborly,  and  loyal  women  and 
men  who  on  April  20,  1878,  banded  themselves  together  to  build  and 

i maintain  a  Baptist  church  at  the  place  where  Cornwallis  crosses  the  Old 
Chapel  Hill  Road.  We  do  not  think  the  charter  members,  if  they  could 

| return  to  the  church  they  organized,  would  find  cause  to  demur  at  any- 
thing they  might  hear  on  any  Sunday  morning  from  our  pulpit  in  the 
Sanctuary. 

Our  Church  has  grown  and  prospered  along  with  hundreds  of 

| other  Baptist  churches,  which  now  have  no  less  than  12,500,000  mem- 
bers.   We  are  now  the  single  largest  Protestant  denomination  in  the 

I  United  States,  and  today  there  is  for  the  first  time  a  Southern  Baptist 
statesman  in  the  White  House.  The  best-known  of  all  evangelists  is  a 
Southern  Baptist,  Billy  Graham.  We  at  Yates  are  fortunate  that  within 

pur  own  Church  we  have  had  in  the  past  century  no  insoluble  problems. 
We  have  had  no  court  battles  over  property  rights,  no  irreconcilable 
differences  over  the  creed  we  profess  or  the  method  in  which  we 
manage  our  business  affairs.  We  have  had  only  a  minimum  of  trouble- 
some personality  problems.    As  pastors  of  our  Church,  we  have  had 

competent  and  devoted  ministers  who  deserve  our  trust  and  affection. 

In  the  past  one  hundred  years  science  and  technology  have  given 
us  the  miracle  drugs  and  enabled  us  to  put  a  man  on  the  moon.  They 
have  also  brought  us  many  inventions  which  have  improved  our  way  of 
Slife:  the  telephone,  electric  lights,  the  automobile,  the  airplane,  the 
radio,  and  television,  to  name  only  a  few.   For  these  we  are  grateful, 
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but  too  often  when  they  are  misused,  they  turn  out  to  be,  in  the 
words  of  Henry  David  Thoreau,  only  "an  improved  means  to  an  un- 

jimproved  end."  Meanwhile,  the  discoveries  of  the  scientists  have 
revealed  to  us  a  universe  of  unimaginable  complexity  and  magnitude 
Their  findings  have  thrown  new  light  upon  the  long  history  of  man 

jon  earth,  new  light  on  the  history  of  the  Holy  Land  and  on  the  Book 
of  Books;  they  have  also  brought  new  and  sometimes  disturbing 
winds  of  doctrine  and  strange  new  theories  about  the  nature  and 

idestiny  of  man.   In  an  age  of  increasing  secularization  it  has  not  been 

leasy  for  us  to  adjust  to  new  ways  of  living  and  thinking  and  still 
preserve  unaltered  every  item  of  the  inheritance  which  our  forerunners 

jhave  handed  down  to  us. 

We  have  lived  through  several  periods  when  the  older  men  and 
women  among  us  were  deeply  disturbed  by  the  behavior  and  the 
^utterances  of  young  people.    In  the  1920s  (The  Roaring  Twenties) 
|we  paid  little  attention  to  what  the  young  rebels  were  saying  and  doing 
Jin  Greenwich  Village  in  New  York  and  on  the  Left  Bank  of  the  Seine 
in  Paris.    Yet  the  older  people  were  bothered  when  they  saw  young 
women  with  bobbed  hair  and  skirts  much  too  brief  smoking  cigarettes; 
)but  they  finally  came  to  realize  that  matters  of  dress  are  not  problems 
of  morality  but  rather  of  fashion  and  taste.   In  the  1960s  some  of  us 
were  greatly  disturbed  by  the  activities  and  the  pronouncements  of 
youthful  rebels,  especially  after  they  took  forcible  possession  of  the 
Administration  Building  on  the  Duke  University  West  Campus  only 
a  few  miles  from  our  Church.  We  did  not  like  their  long,  tangled  hair, 
their  ragged  blue  jeans,  their  rock  music,  nor  their  self-assurance  that 
they  knew  all  the  answers  to  the  questions  they  raised.  We  did  not  like 
the  endless  bussing  of  our  children  ordered  by  the  courts.   But  we  did 
finally  learn  to  listen  to  what  the  young  rebels  had  to  say  about  the 
rights  of  minorities  and  the  war  in  Vietnam. 

In  the  1970s  the  women's  rights  movement  made  us  aware  that 
there  was  still  discrimination  against  women  in  wages,  jobs,  taxes,  and 
social  attitudes,  but  many  still  did  not  believe  that  an  Equal  Rights 
Amendment  to  the  Constitution  would  end  discrimination.  And  now 
in  this  age  of  demands  for  a  new  sexual  freedom  for  which  we  can  find 
i  no  warrant  in  the  Ten  Commandments  or  in  the  teachings  of  Jesus, 
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;ome  leaders  of  the  women's  rights  movement  are  championing  the 
demands  of  abortionists  and  homosexuals.  These  are  threats  to  the 
jiome  and  the  family,  which  have  long  been  imperiled  by  the  increasing 
numbers  of  marriages  that  end  in  divorce. 

At  Yates,  nevertheless,  we  have  abundant  reason  for  pride  in  our 
^/oung  people:  New  Life  Singers,  Eagle  Scouts,  dedicated  college  stu- 
dents with  many  talents  who  hold  fast  to  the  faith  of  their  fathers  and 
(pothers.    They  are  better  educated,  more  widely  traveled,  better  in- 
formed, and  as  patriotic  as  their  fathers  and  grandfathers.  These  young 
linen  and  women  are  the  chief  basis  of  our  hope  and  belief  that  the 
;econd  century  of  the  Yates  Baptist  Church  will  be  more  illustrious 
I  than  the  first. 

What  kind  of  people  belong  to  the  Yates  Baptist  Church?  We  have 
10  desire  to  claim  more  than  we  deserve,  but  we  think  we  are  the  kind 
)f  people  that  Charles  Kuralt,  a  native  Tarheel,  in  the  Reader's  Digest 
described  in  an  article  entitled  "America  Behind  the  Headlines/' 

for  December,  1968.  Kuralt,  who  had  had  his  share  of  reporting  for 
CBS  wars,  demonstrations,  and  riots,  found  that  the  people  whom  he 
had  met  and  talked  with  on  the  road  were  "not  cynical  or  disaffected; 
they  were  open-handed,  plain-spoken,  and  friendly."  They  were  "not 
alienated  from  their  country"  and  the  country  itself  "wasn't  falling  to 
pieces."  "We  didn't  meet  anybody,"  he  said,  "who  had  given  up  on  the 
system." 

In  the  Bicentennial  year  we  remembered  that  in  1781  Lord  Corn- 
wallis  had  marched  to  Yorktown  with  his  ill-fated  army  along  what  we 
jnow  know  as  Cornwall  is  Road.  In  July,  1976,  we  had  at  Yates  our  own 
^appropriate  and  beautiful  Bicentennial  celebration;  and  on  television 
we  watched  and  listened  to  the  manner  in  which  the  memorable 
occasion  was  celebrated  in  Boston,  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  in 
thousands  of  cities  and  small  towns  all  over  America.  It  was  then  we 
felt  that  perhaps  Calvin  Coolidge  was  right  when  he  said:  'The  strength 
of  a  country  is  the  strength  of  its  religious  convictions." 

In  April,  1978,  when  we  celebrate  our  Yates  Centennial,  we  shall 
honor  the  memory  of  the  31  charter  members  and  take  a  fresh  look  at 
the  rich  inheritance  that  our  pastors  and  teachers  from  Columbus 
Durham  and  William  S.  Olive  to  C.  Earl  Byrd  and  Ray  Hodge  have 
passed  on  down  to  us.  We  mean  to  keep  our  Church  as  something  much 
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more  than  an  ethical  society.  It  will  continue  to  be  a  place  for  medita- 
tion, for  singing  hymns  of  adoration,  a  place  for  prayer  and  for 
Reverence  for  the  Being  who  determines  our  destiny  here  and  hereafter, 
kt  Yates  the  stranger  will  always  be  welcome.  We  shall  continue  to 
take  part  in  all  worthy  charitable  enterprises,  and  in  the  words  of  our 
original  church  covenant  "exercise  Christian  care  over  each  other/' 
[The  pulpit  in  our  sanctuary  will  continue  to  be  a  forum  from  which 
pur  pastors  now  and  in  years  to  come  may  expound  and  interpret  for 
lis  the  Ten  Commandments,  the  Hebrew  Prophets,  the  Parables  of 
llesus,  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  and  the  Epistles  of  St.  Paul.  We 
Want  our  pastors  and  teachers  to  remind  us  often  of  those  eternal 
i/alues  so  eloquently  set  forth  in  St.  Paul's  epistle  to  the  Phillippians: 
"Finally,  brethren,  whatsoever  things  are  true,  whatsoever  things  are 
fionorable,  whatsoever  things  are  just,  whatsoever  things  are  pure, 
whatsoever  things  are  lovely,  whatsoever  things  are  of  good  report; 
if  there  be  any  virtue,  and  if  there  be  any  praise,  think  on  these  things." 
(4:8) 

We  mean  to  keep  at  Yates  a  school  in  which  our  children  will  be 
taught  what  cannot  now  be  taught  in  the  public  schools.  We  want 
them  to  know  the  story  of  Isaac  and  Rebecca,  of  Moses  and  the  burn- 
ing bush,  of  the  friendship  of  David  and  Jonathan,  and  of  Elijah  and 
"the  still  small  voice"  he  heard  in  the  wilderness.  We  would  like  our 
children  to  know  the  story  of  Elisha  and  Naaman,  the  leper,  the  story 
of  Ruth  the  Moabitiess  who  became  the  ancestress  of  David  and  Jesus 
and  the  story  of  Esther  the  Persian  Queen  who  risked  her  life  to  save 
her  people  from  destruction.  And  of  course  we  want  them  to  know  the 
story  of  the  Three  Wise  Men  from  the  East,  the  Good  Samaritan,  Jesus 
calling  fishermen  to  become  his  Apostles,  the  Last  Supper,  the  Cruci- 
fixion, the  Resurrection,  and  St.  Paul's  encounter  with  Jesus  on  the 
road  to  Damascus.  We  would  like  also  for  our  children  to  store  in  their 
memories  such  passages  as  these:  "What  does  the  Lord  require  of  you 
but  to  do  justice,  and  to  love  kindness,  and  to  walk  humbly  with  your 
ijGod?"  (Micah  6:8);  "Let  the  words  of  my  mouth  and  the  meditation 
of  my  heart  be  acceptable  in  they  sight,  0  Lord,  my  rock  and  my  re- 
deemer" (Psalm  19:14;  "Blessed  are  the  merciful,  for  they  shall  obtain 
mercy"  (Matthew  5:7);  and  "You  shall  love  the  Lord  your  God  with 
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all  your  heart,  and  with  all  your  soul,  and  with  all  your  mind;  and  your 
neighbor  as  yourself/'  (Luke  10:27). 

For  our  last  word  we  have  chosen  the  eloquent  and  beautiful  para- 
graph with  which  Mrs.  Kathleen  Bishop  concluded  her  "Yates  of  Yore": 


To  our  present  dedicated  and  efficient  staff  we  say: 
'Thank  you. "  To  those  who  in  1878  chartered  our 
course,  we  call  to  remembrance  your  accomplish- 
ments. To  all  interpreters  of  the  Faith  in  this  place 
who  are  creating  the  fabric  of  today's  Yates  Church, 
may  we  realize  that  in  spite  of  human  frailties, 
churches  like  ours  have  brought  untold  blessings  to 
all  generations,  including  our  own.  May  we  con- 
tinue to  live  triumphantly  to  "throw  off  every 
encumbrance,  every  besetting  sin--and  with  resolu- 
tion, run,  looking  to  Jesus,  the  Pioneer  and 
Perfector  of  our  Faith. 
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AFTERWORD 


As  we,  the  three  authors  of  this  book,  read  over  again  this  story 
I  of  a  Church  for  which  we  cherish  a  deep  and  abiding  affection,  we 
feel  that  within  limits  it  gives  an  accurate,  factual  account  of  the 
Church's  origin  and  growth.  We  wish  it  were  better.  We  wish  we  could 
i  have  written  a  book  that  would  make  every  reader  see  as  living  men 
I  and  women  those  who  built  this  Church  and  worked  hard  to  enable  it 
to  grow  and  fulfil  every  function  of  a  true  Church.    Our  historical 
j  materials,  however,  consist  chiefly  of  financial  statements,  statistical 
tables,  reports,  charts,  and  the  Clerks'  brief  summaries  of  the  Church's 
transactions.    Fortunately,  we  have  sometimes  had  also  the  recollec- 
tions of  older  members  recorded  by  the  members  of  earlier  historical 
committees.  We  have  tried  to  see  behind  the  financial  statements  and 
statistical  tables  the  men  and  women  who  loved  and  worked  for  the 
Yates  Baptist  Church.    These  tables  and  statistics,  supplemented  by 
the  entries  in  the  minute  books,  really  represent  the  labors,  sacrifices, 
hopes,  aspirations,  and  prayers  of  the  hundreds  of  men  and  women- 
once  as  alive  as  we  are  today-who  bequeathed  to  us  the  inheritance  of 
which  we  are  so  proud. 

Let  us  make  Yates  an  even  better  Church  for  those  who  come 
after  us.  We  are,  so  to  speak,  like  a  long-distance  runner  in  a  relay 
race.  We  have  just  received  the  baton  from  the  first  miler  who  has 
set  a  notable  record.  It  is  up  to  us  now  to  see  that  we  are  not  behind 
in  the  race  when  we  pass  the  baton  on  to  the  runner  who  will  carry 
f  it  after  we  are  gone.".  .  .  let  us  also  lay  aside  every  weight,  and  sin 
which  clings  too  closely,  and  let  us  run  with  perseverance  the  race 
that  is  set  before  us.  .  .  ."  (Hebrews  12:1) 
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THE  LAST  DAY  IN  THE  YEAR  OF  1977 


The  final  pages  of  The  First  One  Hundred  Years  are  being  typed 
and  submitted  to  the  press.  There  will  be  happenings  between  now  and 
the  Birthday  Celebration  which  we  would  have  wished  to  give  an 
account  of  in  the  book,  but  these,  plus  corrections  and  additions  to 
which  you  will  call  our  attention  after  having  read  the  book  will  be 
included  in  the  Second  Edition!  But,  Ah-  December:  On  Sunday, 
the  eleventh,  a  member  was  heard  to  remark,  "today  is  a  typical  winter 
Sunday,  the  temperature  is  16°  (Fahrenheit),  very  much  like  December 
22,  1946,  when  the  church  burned  to  the  ground  and  here  we  are  in  a 
beautiful  commodious  sanctuary  anticipating  the  Birthday  of  our  Lord. 
We  are  having  such  crowds  attend  church  these  days  one  hardly  knows 
if  someone  is  absent!  One  thing  we  do  know -there  were  fifty-eight 
young  people  singing  praises  in  the  choir  today."  Last  Sunday  Dr. 
Charles  Tabor,  missionary  to  Korea  spoke  and  in  the  evening  our  first 
Crismon  Tree  was  explained  by  Mrs.  Doug  Wheeler  and  a  dedication 
service  held.  (One  is  reminded  of  the  very  old  church  custom  of 
candle-lighted  trees  decorated  with  pop  corn  strings  and  paper  chains 
under  which  each  child  found  a  bag  of  fruit,  nuts  and  candies  to 
take  home.)  The  church  is  beautifully  decorated  with  the  Crismon 
tree  and  its  many  symbols,  white  lights,  and  red  poinsettias.  The 
trees  will  be  trimmed  and  shaped  into  a  cross  and  covered  at  Easter 
time  with  white  lilies.  A  Christmas  play  was  presented  at  the  evening 
service. 

On  the  eighteenth,  the  graded  choirs  presented  a  program  of 
Christmas  music  and  the  Minister  of  Music  spoke  words  of  appreciation 
to  the  volunteer  lay  leaders  who  had  made  possible  the  establishment 
of  a  graded  choir  program.  He  was  grateful  for  such  fine  cooperation 
and  spoke  of  future  enlargement  in  this  area  where  additional  musically 
talented  leadership  would  be  needed. 

December  25  was  no  exception.  Almost  a  full  house  was  in  wor- 
ship attendance  and  in  addition  to  the  Christmas  atmosphere  created 
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!  by  decorations,  spirited  carol  singing,  instrumental  music,  and  a  vocal 
solo  by  Debbie  Bennett,  two  of  our  youth  group  made  professions  of 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  What  more  appropriate  time  to  make  public  this 

|  decision  following  an  eloquent  sermon  by  Ron  on  the  Birth  of  the 

!  Saviour?    Yates  Church  is  experiencing  a  new  awakening  in  every  area 

j  of  its  ministry. 
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JAY  BROADUS  HUBBELL 


In  1971  a  tall,  white-haired,  quiet  spoken,  almost  shy  man  and  his 
wife  joined  the  fellowship  of  Yates  Baptist  Church  transferring  their 
!  membership  from  Riverside  Baptist  Church  of  New  York  City.  This 
j  couple  was  by  inheritance  Baptist  but  had  spent  many  years  associated 
I  with  two  Methodist  institutions  of  higher  learning.  The  man,  Jay 
I  Broadus  Hubbell,  professor  emeritus  of  American  literature  at  Duke 
University,  retired  in  1954.  Retirement,  however,  has  not  meant 
i  stagnation  or  inactivity  as  the  History  of  the  Yates  Baptist  Church 
\  which  he  has  written  will  evidence. 

Dr.  Hubbell  was  born  May  8,  1885,  in  Smyth  County,  Virginia, 
the  son  of  the  Reverend  David  Shelton  Hubbell  and  Ruth  Eller 
Hubbell.  The  Reverend  Mr.  Hubbell  was  a  Baptist  minister  whose 
pastorates  were  in  the  western  part  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 
On  preaching  visits  to  Ashe  County,  North  Carolina,  he  met,  courted, 
and  subsequently  married  Ruth  Eller,  the  daughter  of  James  and 
Mary  Ann  Carlton  Eller  who  had  lived  in  Wilkes  County,  North 
Carolina,  until  after  the  Civil  War  when  they  moved  to  Ashe.  During 
his  career  Mr.  Hubbell  sponsored  and  helped  organize  many  churches, 
including  the  Beulah  Baptist  Church,  at  Hat  Creek,  Virginia,  where  he 
was  pastor  on  three  different  occasions  for  a  total  of  twenty-two  and 
|  a  half  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hubbell  had  four  children:  Jay  Broadus, 
the  eldest,  Paul  Edgar,  Ruth,  and  Eller,  who  died  as  a  young  man. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Hubbell  and  his  wife  not  only  loved  learning 
and  good  literature  but  also  were  eager  for  their  children  to  receive 
the  best  education  available.  Thus  Jay  was  sent  to  Windsor  Academy, 
Windsor,  Virginia,  for  a  year  and  then  to  Richmond  College,  Richmond, 
Virginia,  now  known  as  the  University  of  Richmond.  He  majored  in 
Latin  and  Greek;  his  extra-curricular  activities  were  varied  and  far 
from  dull,  as  they  included  both  scholarly  pursuits  and  athletics.  He 
played  football,  mostly  on  the  second  team.  ("The  second  team  com- 
posed of  10  men,  when  augmented  by  one  of  the  substitutes,  played 
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the  practice  games  against  the  varsity  and  of  course  were  used  as  sub- 
stitutes in  the  regular  games.   But  the  financial  condition  of  the  team 
of  1904-5  did  not  permit  taking  around  a  lot  of  unnecessary  players.")  1- 
On  Track  and  Field  Day  in  1903,  Jay  Hubbell  won  the  mile  and  half 
;  races.    In  1904  he  added  the  shot  put  to  his  list  of  victories.   In  his 
I  senior  year  he  was  awarded  the  Crump  Mathematics  Prize,  the  Philo- 
j  gian  Literary  Society  Medal  for  Improvement  in  Debate,  and  the 
|  Tanner  Greek  Award.    He  received  his  B.  A.  degree  in  1905. 

Following  graduation,  Jay  Hubbell  accepted  a  position  as  in- 
structor in  Latin  and  Greek  at  Bethel  College,  Russellville,  Kentucky, 
j  Since  he  had  decided  during  his  last  year  in  college  that  the  "canon 
of  the  great  classical  writers  was  a  closed  book  "2-  and  that  English 
!  was  a  living  language  in  which  he  hoped  someday  to  write  a  book,  he 
j  left  after  one  year  and  enrolled  at  Harvard  to  begin  work  toward  a 
\  Master  of  Arts  degree  in  English.    At  that  time  Harvard  required 
students  from  small  western  and  southern  colleges  to  take  two  years' 
training  before  being  granted  a  master's  degree  ordinarily  obtainable 
in  one  year. 

Jay  Hubbell  soon  found  that  he  was  ill-prepared  for  advanced 
work  in  English  and  German,  but  he  remained  undaunted  by  the  ob- 
stacles. Determined  to  keep  physically  fit  in  spite  of  a  heavy  work- 
load, he  bought  a  secondhand  bicycle  and  took  rides  as  far  away  as 
Wellesley  College.  In  his  second  year  he  joined  the  Boat  Club  and 
took  part  in  the  dormitory  races.  (His  dormitory  lost.)  After  he  had 
had  the  required  two  years  of  study,  Professor  George  Lyman  Kittredge 
told  him  that  "while  his  academic  record  was  good,  it  was  not  quite 
first-class."  Notwithstanding,  he  received  his  M.A.  in  1908. 

In  the  fall  of  that  year  Jay  Hubbell  became  English  instructor 
at  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  where  he  also  took  whatever  gradu- 
ate courses  he  could  fit  into  his  schedule.  During  the  summer  of  1909 
he  accepted  a  scholarship  at  Columbia  University  and  that  fall  began 
work  in  modern  literature.  By  December  1910,  out  of  money, he  was 
compelled  to  leave  school  and  teach.  He  went  to  Columbus,  Georgia, 
High  School  as  head  of  the  English  department  for  the  spring  semester. 
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Then  in  the  fall  of  1911  he  became  associate  professor  of  English  at 
Wake  Forest  College,  Wake  Forest,  North  Carolina,  where  he  met  B. 
Ray  Olive,  a  student  from  Durham.    He  taught  at  Wake  Forest  until 
1914  when  he  returned  to  Columbia  to  continue  his  studies  toward 
the  doctor's  degree. 

In  1915  Jay  B.  Hubbell  accepted  a  position  as  assistant  professor 
of  English  at  Southern  Methodist  University,  newly  founded  at 
Dallas,  Texas.    As  he  so  aptly  states  in  Lucinda,  he  found  in  one  of 
his  classes  "the  gifted  woman  who  would  contribute  so  much  to 
my  personal  happiness  and  my  professional  success.     For  it  was 
Lucinda  Smith  who  --  I  don't  quite  know  how  --  gave  me  a  sense  of 
direction  in  both  my  personal  and  my  professional  life."3-  Lucinda 
Smith's  Baptist  inheritance  came  from  her  grandparents,  Colonel 
and  Mrs.  William  Landsdowne  Williams,  who  were  among  the  founders 
of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Dallas.  On  June  I,  1918  Jay  B.  Hubbell 
Lucinda  Smith  were  married  in  a  simple  home  ceremony  perform- 
ed by  the  Reverend  George  W.  Truett,  pastor  of  that  same  First 
Baptist  Church. 

During  the  summer  of  1918  World  War  I  was  going  badly  for 
the  Allies  in  Europe.  Feeling  that  he  owed  his  country  something 
more  than  he  had  already  given,  Jay  B.  Hubbell  --  with  Lucinda's 
consent  --  applied  to  the  Field  Artillery  Central  Officers' Training 
School  at  Louisville,  Kentucky.  Upon  his  acceptance  he  was  sent 
to  Camp  Zachary  Taylor  and  soon  was  commissioned  first  lieutenant. 
The  end  of  the  war  in  November  made  further  training  unnecessary 
and  he  was  discharged.  He  went  home  to  Texas,  packed  his  civilian 
clothes,  and  with  Lucinda  went  to  New  York  to  complete  his  graduate 
work  so  that  he  could  return  to  Southern  Methodist  University  in 
the  fall  to  teach.  In  August,  however,  his  dissertation  was  still  not 
completed.  Professor  Ashely  Thorndike  agreed  to  examine  him 
on  what  he  had  completed  and  to  let  him  finish  it  in  Dallas. 

Meanwhile,  Jay  B.  Hubbell  had  become  the  proud  father  of  a 
son  named  Jay  Broadus  Hubbell,  Jr.    Four  years  later  another  son, 
David  Smith  Hubbell,  joined  the  family. 
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Returning  to  Southern  Methodist,  Jay  Hubbell  became  in  two 
years  head  of  the  English  department  and  E.  A.  Lilly  Professor  of 
English.  In  addition  to  teaching  and  departmental  affairs,  he  busied 
himself  with  projects  such  as  editing  the  Southwest  Review,  es- 
tablishing extension  and  correspondence  courses,  and  sponsoring 
a  poetry  contest.  Through  the  contest  and  the  Review,  he  became 
acquainted  with  many  of  the  well  known  literary  figures  of  the  day. 
Also  in  1920,  in  collaboration  with  John  0.  Beaty,  he  wrote  and 
compiled  his  first  book,  Introduction  to  Poetry,  which  was  to  be  used 
as  a  textbook  in  classrooms  all  over  the  country.  Although  a  busy  man, 
he  found  time  to  have  some  fun.  The  Hubbell  car  filled  with  friends 
seems  to  have  made  many  trips  to  interesting  places  and  events.  The 
Makers,  a  poetry  club,  met  regularly  at  the  Hubbell  home.  Members 
read  and  criticized  one  another's  poems,  always  in  an  atmosphere  of 
camaraderie  and  often  of  merriment. 

In  1922  Jay  Hubbell  was  awarded  the  Doctor  of  Philosophy  de- 
gree by  Columbia  University. 

Dr.  Hubbell  left  Southern  Methodist  University  in  1927  to  cast 
his  lot  with  another  Methodist  institution,  Duke  University,  Durham, 
North  Carolina.  It,  too,  was  a  new  organization  offering  new  challenges 
and  opportunities.  Dr.  Hubbell  was  to  remain  at  Duke  for  twenty- 
seven  years.  Here  he  continued  his  involvement  in  editing,  writing, 
innovating,  and  teaching.  By  1928  he  had  persuaded  Duke  University 
to  underwrite  the  publication  of  a  Journal  devoted  solely  to  American 
literature.  The  first  number  appeared  in  March  1929  with  Jay  B. 
Hubbell  as  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Editors,  an  appointment 
he  retained  until  his  retirement  in  1954.  Since  then  he  has  continued 
on  the  board  as  founding  editor.  American  Literature,  the  journal  he 
founded,  is  reputed  to  be  the  foremost  scholarly  magazine  in  its  field 
in  the  United  States  and  abroad. 

Dr.  Hubbell  was  convinced  that  a  strong  library  is  a  vital,  necessary 
resource  for  any  college  or  university.  Through  his  interest  and  efforts 
the  Duke  Library  has  obtained  many  valuable  collections  of  manu- 
scripts and  books,  notably  the  Paul  Hamilton  Hayne  papers. 
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As  a  teacher,  Dr.  Hubbell  has  been  much  loved  and  respected.  His 
lectures  were  welcomed  with  enthusiasm.   His  undergraduate  course  in 
American  literature,  popularly  known  as  "Hubbell's  English/'  became 
so  large  that  it  had  to  be  divided  into  three  sections.    His  graduate 
courses  and  thesis  direction  were  dearest  to  his  heart.    He  rejoices 

Jyet  in  the  successes  of  his  former  doctoral  candidates,  takes  pride  in 
their  productivity,  and  keeps  in  touch  with  them  --  to  praise,  to 
inspire,  and  to  offer  suggestions.   They  in  turn  pay  homage  to  him 

{for  his  instruction,  encouragement,  and  belief  in  their  ability,  as  is 
manifested  in  the  many  letters  and  visits,  dedications  of  works,  and 
inscriptions.  They  may,  indeed,  say  of  him  as  Chaucer  said  of  the  Clerk 

] of  Oxenford  in  the  Prologue  to  The  Canterbury  Tales,  "Gladly  wolde 
he  lerne,  and  gladly  teche." 

Nationally  Dr.  Hubbell  is  known  as  the  Dean  of  American  Litera- 
ture. He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  American  Literature  Section 
of  the  Modern  Language  Association  and  served  as  its  chairman  for  four 
terms  as  well  as  chairman  of  many  of  its  committees.  He  has  compiled, 
edited,  or  written  eleven  major  works.  His  anthology,  American  Life 
jn  Literature,  was  chosen  above  others  to  be  issued  in  an  Armed 
Services  edition  for  the  United  States  military  men  both  at  home 
and  overseas.  In  1949  and  1950  Dr.  Hubbell  was  sent  to  the  Univer- 
sity of  Vienna  as  Visiting  Professor  in  American  Literature  and  Expert 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  United  States  Army.  It  was  his  responsibility 
to  help  rebuild  good  relations  and  understanding  between  the  two 
countries  and  to  instruct  Viennese  students  in  American  literature.  He 
seems  to  have  done  admirably.  Recently  a  professor  in  Vienna  wrote, 
"Professor  Hubbell  was  one  of  the  first  professors  who  taught  at  the 
University  of  Vienna  after  World  War  II,  and  I  was  one  of  his  students 
at  the  time.  He  is  remembered  here  as  an  outstanding  teacher  and 
scholar  who  brought  New  World  ideas  and  methods  to  us  after  many 
I  dark  years.    He  has  remained  a  staunch  friend  of  the  University 

After  his  retirement  Dr.  Hubbell  continued  to  teach  as  a  visiting 
professor  at  Columbia,  Clemson,  the  University  of  Virginia,  Texas 
Technological  College,  the  University  of  Kentucky,  and  the  University 
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of  Athens,  Greece.  He  was  due  to  teach  at  Hebrew  University,  Jerusa- 
lem, but  his  tenure  ended  abruptly  before  it  actually  began  because  of 
the  Israeli-Arab  conflict  over  the  Suez  Canal.  On  orders  of  the  State 
Department,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hubbell  were  evacuated  along  with  other 
refugees  on  an  American  warship  on  October  31,  1956.  Days  of 
separation  from  each  other  with  no  news  or  luggage  followed. 
Finally,  after  a  reunion  in  Italy  and  a  short  sojourn  in  London,  the 
Hubbells  arrived  safely  in  New  York.  Weeks  later  their  luggage  found 
its  way  to  the  States.  Though  disappointed  at  not  being  able  to  teach 
in  Jerusalem  or  to  visit  the  Biblical  places  they  had  planned  to  see, 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hubbell  were  grateful  to  be  safe  in  their  own  home. 

Throughout  his  career  Dr.  Hubbell  has  focused  mainly  upon 
southern  literature.  He  has  tried  to  convince  the  world  through  his 
lectures,  articles,  and  his  magnum  opus,  The  South  in  American 
Literature,  that  the  literature  produced  in  the  southern  states  is  worthy 
of  a  place  equal  to  that  of  New  England.  Dr.  Hubbell's  last  book, 
published  in  1972  when  he  was  87  years  old,  made  a  study  of  the 
ups  and  downs  of  the  popularity  and  literary  significance  of  the  most 
widely  read  American  authors. 

Not  all  of  Dr.  Hubbell's  time  has  been  spent  in  reading,  teaching, 
or  writing  books.  He  has  gardened,  planted  trees,  painted  kitchen 
cabinets,  and  enjoyed  his  family  and  friends. 

Prior  to  their  joining  Riverside  Baptist  Church  in  New  York  City, 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hubbell  had  attended  religious  services  in  the  Duke 
University  Chapel,  where  they  had  listened  to  sermons  by  some  of 
the  best  preachers  in  the  world.  But  as  they  grew  older  they  felt  less 
at  home  in  a  congregation  made  up  largely  of  young  people,  so  while 
at  Columbia  in  1957  they  joined  what  had  been  Dr.  Harry  Emerson 
Fosdick's  church.  Returning  to  Durham,  they  looked  for  a  church 
home  nearby  and  in  1971  came  to  Yates  Baptist  Church.  As  Dr. 
Hubbell  himself  has  written,  "We  soon  came  to  love  the  church  and 
wished  we  had  joined  it  years  before.  This  church,  founded  in  1878, 
was  for  three  quarters  of  a  century  a  country  church,  and  its  members 
remind  me  of  the  friendly,  neighborly  members  of  my  father's  Baptist 
churches  in  rural  Virginia  in  the  early  years  of  the  20th  century."^- 
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Dr.  Hubbell,  firm  in  his  religious  belief,  gentle  in  manner,  has  be- 
come to  the  people  of  Yates  a  special  friend. 
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